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ANGOLA 


SONANGOL HEAD ON OIL PRODUCTION, JOINT REFINERY ENTERPRISE 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 7 Mar 84 pp l1, 12 


{Interview with National Fuels Company (SONANGOL) Managing Director Herminio 
Escorcio, member of the Central Committee of the MPLA-Labor Party, by the 
GIS; date and place not given] 


[Excerpt] [Question] Can you assess the activities of the SONANGOL in the 7 
years of its existence for us, focusing on the achievements made in the oil- 
producing activity areas in which it is directly involved, including pros- 
pecting, research, production, refining and marketing-distribution? 


[Answer] In the research and production area, greater dynamism was the re- 
sult of the establishment of the SONANGOL. The research and production 
activities were extended to new areas, previously unexplored or not explored 
at all, that is to say sectors in which no prospecting or research work had 
ever been done. 


Thus its activity, which was pursued basically in the land areas of the 
Kwanza and Congo basins (Cabinda and Soyo), was extended with the establish- 
ment of the SONANGOL and the new dynamism it imposed to the offshore area 
(maritime zone) of the Congo Basin--Blocks 2, 3 and 1-~and the offshore area 
of the Kwanza Basin--Blocks 6 and 9--in addition to intensified work in the 
Cabinda offshore area. 


An achievement of greater importance was the launching of direct participa- 
tion by the SONANGOL in the discussion and drafting of the research and pro- 
duction work programs, both for new areas where it establishes the minimum 
number of projects to be carried out, and in areas where activity was already 
under way, where its influence also makes itself felt, since in all cases the 
approval and supervision of the work to be done falls to it. 


In order to quantify the influence the establishment of the SONANGOL had, I 
would present a summary of what has been done in the 7 years the SONANGOL has 
existed, and also the 24 years preceding its creation, the most significant 
period, although the beginning of prospecting and research activities in 
Angola dates back to 1910. 


Thus between 1952 and 1976, seismic surveys of 30,000 kilometers were made 
and 3.3 test wells were drilled, 98 of them in the maritime basin (offshore) 
zone. 














In these 7 years since the SONANGOL was established, seismic surveys of 
83,173 kilometers were made and 111 test wells drilled, 88 of them in the 
naritime (offshore) zone. 


As a result of this prospecting and research activity, 26 oil deposits were 
discovered, whereas the total deposits discovered in the preceding 24 years 
came to 30. 


As to the supervision of production levels, the SONANGOL undertook indepen- 
dent regional studies of the oil and gas reserves, making it possible for the 
Angolan concession holders to assess the work of the various operators and 
providing the facts necessary for determining the production levels it was 
desirable for the country to maintain. 


This aspect represents a very important gain, because prior to the existence 
of the SONANGOL, the companies only revealed what they produced, and there 
was no body which could approve or disapprove of the production levels they 
reported. This work of supervision is continuous, since it requires a con- 
stant updating of the studies and inspection tours of current operations. 


Since the research and produ -ion area is very important, because of the 
large investment volume as well as the expenditures it requires, the devel- 
opment of cost control for the general exploration work involved in the 
projects authorized in the various areas was also a main concern of the 
SONANGOL. 


Technical Strengthening of SONANGOL 


[Question] Distributed as Blocks 1, 2, 3 and 6 are, what are the prospects 
for the distribution of the rest, in view of the depressed state of the 
international oil market? And what about Block 4? 


[Answer] The current international oil market situation is not the most 
promising for proceeding to solicit competitive international bids for the 
exploration of new blocks of Angolan offshore territory. 


The recession which can be seen in world oil consumption, with the resulting 
drop in the product price, linked with the serious international financial 
crisis which is seriously limiting investment levels in the sector, dictate 
in fact that the conditions which the RPA [People's Republic of Angola] could 
ebtain in block negotiations now are not the most advantageous. 


These factors, linked with the awareness that, before competitive bids for 
new blocks are sought, it is necessary to promote the technical strengthening 
of the SONANGOL, such as to allow it, as the national concession holder in 
the branch, to supervise and check on the work done by the many enterprises 
in the sector, led to the realization that it would be wise in principle to 
wait for better conditions before launching the negotiation process for the 
blocks which still await exploration. 











Exploration of Block 4 


What has been said above may seem to be contradicted by the status of Block 
4, which, as is known, will shortly be turned over for exploration to a group 
of enterprises (entrepreneurial) of which SONANGOL itself is one. However, 
we think that this is merely a seeming contradiction. 


In fact, not only because this block was ready for negotiation more than 2 
years ago (when market conditions were much more favorable), but also because 
it is one of the most promising Angolan offshore blocks in terms of oil-bear- 
ing reserves, it was decided that it wouid be best to launch an operating 
body which, although of a mixed enterprise nature to begin with, would become 
a state economic unit within a few year's. 


Thus one of the guidelines established by the First Special Congress of the 
MPLA-Labor Party for the oil sector is being put into practice. The reasons 
mentioned above, along with the existence of a special program for the train- 
ing of cadres for the mixed operations enterprise, led to the launching of 
the exploration of Block 4 now. 


[Question] What is the daily crude oil production of Angola at present? And 
what is expected by 1985 and 1990? What oil and gas reserves does Angola 
have? 


The present daily production of the RPA exceeds 200,000 barrels per day, 
representing a production record for Angola. This substantial increase in 
production which was seen in 1983 as compared to earlier years was basically 
due to the success achieved in the repair of damaged wells and the entry of 
the Takula field in Cabinda into production. 


As to the prospects, they are encouraging, because we are planning to put new 
fields, such as Numbi in Cabinda and Palanca in Block 3, into production. 
This should occur in 1985. (...) 


As to production levels, we can only say that they will be higher than at 
present, but this will depend on many factors, including the domestic policy 
in this sector, which will define the annual production increase. 


There is a close relationship between production and reserves. For example, 
the increase in the former followed the prior increase in reserves, which was 
the result of intensive research work begun again as of 1976. The research 
programs must continue, such that we also foresee an increase in reserves in 
the period. Because of the uncertain nature of the research results, it is 
difficult to predict figures for the increase in reserves. 


[Question] Could you tell us about the markets for Angolan crude oii in 
terms of percentages? 


[Answer] The Angolan crude oil exported by SONANGOL goes to the following 
markets: 











USA--Chevron, 10,000 barrels per day; Sun Oil, 10,900; Sohio, 10,000. The 
percentage is 32.608. 


Europe--Shell, 12,000 barrels per day; Enpetrol, 10,000; Petroliber, 10,000; 
Trade Angol, 10,000. Percentage is 45.652. 


Japan--Mitsubishi, 10,000 barrels per day. The percentage is 10.869. 


Brazil--PETROBRAS [Brazilian Petroleum Corporation], 10,000 barrels per day. 
The percentage is 10.869. This makes a total of 92,000 barrels per day, 
accounting for 99.998 percent.* 


Purchase of Luanda Oil Refinery 


[Question] Can you tell us now about the negotiations for the purchase of 
the Luanda refinery? 


[Answer] The negotiations with Petrofina for the purchase of major stock in 
the Luanda refinery began 4 years ago. 


A number of meetings were held, the last of them, we might mention, in Luanda 
in October 1981. At these meetings, a number of questions were discussed, 
among which we would stress the plan for the division of activities, involv- 
ing the separation of refining activities from research and production activ- 
ities. 


This would mean the purchase of more stocks, to raise state participation in 
the refinery from 33 to 60 percent. 


As a result, plans for the establishment of a mixed refining enterprise in 
which the Angolan state would hold 60 percent of the company capital and 
Petrofina the remaining 40 percent were studied. 


Petrofina committed itself to providing technical aid, for which remuneration 
would be paid on the basis of profits according to a plan to be agreed upon. 


This decision was the result of the importance of this refinery to the 
national economy and the need for greater state participation in the manage- 
ment. 


[Question] What can you tell us about the expansion of the Luanda refinery 
and its importance within the context of the proposal for self-sufficiency in 
oil product supply on the national and regional level (SADCC)? 


[Answer] Various viability studies were made concerning the expansion of the 
Luanda refinery, not only in terms of investment cost, but also technical 
options for satisfying the domestic market and simultaneously making exports 
viable. 


These studies led to the conclusion that all of the possibilities of expand- 
ing the Luanda refinery are economically dubious due to the investment cost. 





However, various alternative solutions for oil refining such as to guarantee 
the supply of the domestic market at the lowest cost were proposed. 


As to the SADCC affiliation, it must be remembered that countries such as 
Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe have refineries, and that the most economical 


route for the eastern coast countries will probably be that to the large re- 
fineries of the main Arab oil producers. 


Thus to obtain supplies from Luanda seems to us a little against the normal 
flow of trade in crude and refined products. This is a situation, moreover, 
which is being studied within the SADCC. 


5157 
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ANGOLA 


SAVIMBI INSISTS ON RIGHT TO FULL PARTICIPATION 
MB011051 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 1 Apr 84 pp l, 2 
[Article by Tertius Myburgh] 


[Text] Jamba, Angola--In a dramatic move to end the war in Angola, UNITA's 
Dr Jonas Savimbi has offered to open talks with the MPLA Government in Luanda 
to form a government of national wnity. 


But the offer by Dr Savimbi, until now the wild card in Southem Africa's un- 
folding peace process, carried a warning: If you try to deal me out, I'll 
carry on fighting. 


In an interview at his headquarters at Jamba, deep inside the south-eastern 
Angola bush, he expressed admiration for the atmosphere of subcontinental 
detente being created by the South African Prime Minister P.W. Botha-—but he 
was equally insistent on his right to full participation. 


He expressed pride in the fact that UNITA had engaged in dialogue with the 
South African Government long before other biack African governments. 


After 23 years of lonely guerrilla struggle, the tough and charismatic UNITA 
leader has built up his forces to a point where he is now demanding a place at 
the table to resolve the interlocking problems of Angola and Namibia. 


At a military rally on a parade ground at Jamba, Dr Savimbi. announced that he 
would launch a major diplomatic campaign to bring about MPLA-UNITA talks. 


He would send letters to all African heads of state and to the five govermments 
of the Western contact group (the United States, Britain, France, West Germany 
and Canada). 


At the same time, however, he would intensify his military attacks of the MPLA, 
taking the basic war into Angola towns and cities. 


Last weekend's successful attack on Novo Redondo (Sumbe), the first successful 
assault on a provincial capital, was the prelude of this campaign, he said. 


Later, Dr Savimbi said it would be impossible to expel the Cubans from his 
country until a deal had been struck with UNITA. 














"The Cubans are not in Angola because of South Africa," he said. 
"They are here to kecp UNITA at bay and to keep the MPLA in power. 


"The key, therefore, is to bring the MPLA and UNITA together so that the 
Cubans can leave." 


Dr Savimbi launched his new initiative by inviting senior South African 
journalists and foreign correspondents to his headquarters, the first such 
move by the normally secretive and inaccessible UNITA movement. 


Sitting in an armchair covered with leopard skin, five of his top advisers 
by his side, Dr Savimbi confessed in an interview that he had been "caught 
napping" by the Lusaka meeting between MPLA leaders and the South African 
Foreign Minister Pik Botha, at which the monitored disengasement of 

South African troops from Angola was agreed. 


Asked whether he believed there was an intention to cut his movement out of 
negotiations between Luanda and Pretoria, he said: 


"This is a delicate situation and I must coufess that we were worried. 


"The first thing we did was to address the problem to the Americans because 
they are at the center of these affairs and we received an assurance that the 
objective was not to harm UNITA." 


Then he added: "We feel there is no sentiment in South Africa for leaving 
UNITA in the Lurch." 


He said that among moderate African states--who knew of his eight-year dialogue 
with South Africa--it would make a bad impression if Pretoria dropped its 
friendship with UNITA. 


"We are not asking South Africa to hang herself for us," said Dr Savimbi. 


"But UNITA is the best ally South Africa can have in these parts--and we were 
the ones who supported dialogue with Pretoria long before anyone else did." 


Dr Savimbi, the man who believes he was cheated out of power when the Portuguese 
left Angola and who has systematically been fighting his way towards Launda 

ever since, clearly set great store by this weekend's display of authority and 
power at what he describes as the provisional capital of Angola. 


The South African and other foreign journalists flew in chartered aircraft to 
an airstrip at Coutade do Mucasso and were then transported to Jamba in captured 
Czech trucks in a bone-brushing, eight-hour drive along rutted bush tracks. 


Weapons captured from the MPLA--troop carriers, tracks, artillery pieces, heavy 
machineguns and rocket Launchers--were on display at the military rally. 











Three companies of neatly uniformed troops, all carrying AK-47 rifles, paraded 
on a football field carved from the lush forest. The perimeter was festooned 
with huge posters depicting UNITA's struggle, first against the Portuguese and 
then against MPLA-Cuban rule. 


In his address, Dr Savimbi, wearing camouflage uniform and carrying an ivory- 
topped ebony cane, said that in nine years UNITA had totally "liberated" one- 
third of Angola, was able to move at will in another third, and had a presence 
in the remainder of the country. 


He stressed the linkage between the Namibian and Angolan problems by declaring: 
"It the Cubans are sent packing from Angola, Namibia shall henceforth be free. 


"However, as long as MPLA fears UNITA, the Cubans will not leave Angola. 


"Therefore, the independence of Namibia depends upon direct dialogue between 
UNITA and MPLA." 


He urged the goverments of Britain and West Germany to "follow the examples of 
the United States, Portugal and France, who have understood the motives of 
UNITA's struggle." 


The creation of a government of national unity would be transitionary, to be 
followed by elections. 


Dr Savimbi said he did not believe in a one-party state and UNITA would guarantee 
minority rights in Angola. 


UNITA's economic policies he said, were based on a belief in free enterprise: 


At the press conference, which followed a lunch a impala stew and rice (washed 
down with beer and Tassenberg dry red wine), Dr Savimbi was flanked by UNITA's 
secretary-general, General Miguel Zau Puna, and other military commanders. 


"We have humiliated the MPLA by taking the first provincial capital," he said, 
adding that he had instructed the commander of the UNITA forces to vacate the city 
after two days so as not to provide a sitting target for the massive Cuban-led 
retaliation which followed the fall of the city. 


Five thousand troops were deployed in UNITA's biggest military action yet. 


An intelligence officer said 440 MPLA and 32 Cuban soldiers had died in the 
battle. UNITA casualties numbered 45. 


He said there was a struggle between hawks and doves within the MPLA and that 
the militants were failing in their promises to defeat UNITA. 


"The alternative is obvious,'' said Dr Savimbi. 


Repeating his threat to intensify the war, he said: "We have gathered the human 
and material means and we have set our target. If the MPLA do not talk to us 
in 1984 or early in 1985, something dramatic will happen." 











Elaborating on a statement in his speech to the rally ("The internal winds 
of political changes in South Africa are blowing, and can be intensified 
by the attitude of individual African states"), he said the Republic's new 
constitution represented real progress. 


"Participation by Indians and coloureds is something and I have heard South 
African leaders say that it is not the end of the road. It is a start." 


Asked about Namibia, Dr Savimbi said: "We are not against independence for 
Namibia, with SWAPO participating or not. It is not our affair. 


"It is the duty of South Africa to decolonise the area in a responsible 
manner--not like the Portuguese did in Angola, where they left the power in 


the streets." 


Were there parallels between Mozambique's and Angola's relations with South 
Africa? 


"There is a big difference between the two," said Dr Savimbi. 


"I don't see a possibility of things moving in the same way as they did with 
Mozambique. Relations will be good, but different." 


Would he support the African National Congress? 


"T have never been a friend of the ANC," the UNITA leader replied. "I have 
never had any contact with them." 


CSO: 3400/757 








ANGOLA 


SUNDAY EXPRESS REPORTS ON SAVIMBI PRESS CONFERENCE 
MBO20443 Johannesburg SUNDAY EXPRESS in English 1 Apr 84 p 2 
[Report: "Ken Owen Meets the UNITA Leader at His Remote Headquarters" ] 


[Text] Angola's guerrilla leader Dr Jonas Savimbi this week thrust himself 
into the Southern African peace negotiations, declaring that a settlement in 
Namibia was not possible without his UNITA Movement. 


He called on Africa to support direct negotiations between UNITA and Angola's 
ruling Marxist party, MPLA, aimed at ending the Angolan war and removing the 
Cubans from the country. 


He brushed aside speculation that his "South African friends" might abandon 
him as they have abandoned the MNR, the anti-FRELIMO force in Mozambique, since 
the Nkomati Accord was signed. 


UNITA, he told a group of South African newspaper editors and Western corres- 
pondents who had been invited to a UNITA rally, was "totally different" from 
the MNR and could not be ignored in the search for a political settlement in 
Angola and Namibia. 


And he was determined to demonstrate his point. 


Dr Savimbi made his bid for recognition in dramatic circumstances at a UNITA 
rally at Jambe, the bush settlement in South-easterm Angola which he calls 
his "provisional capital." 


Jambe is so deeply buried in the inaccessible bush that it took eight hours' 
traveling across rough tracks in captured Russian trucks to cover the estimated 
240 km from the nearest airstrip. 


In his remote hideaway, Dr Savimbi paraded a surprising array of weapons-~ 
armoured personnel carriers, three 25-pounders, a dozen light artillery pieces, 
rocket launchers, heavy mortars, about 30 captured trucks and many light 
weapo.s. 


The display of UNITA strength was clearly intended to drive home the message 
that UNITA is a force to be reckoned with. 


10 











After 23 years of bush fighting, first against the Portuguese and, since 1976, 
against the MPLA army (known as FAPLA) which is backed by Cuban forces, Soviet 
advisers and other Eastern bloc countries, UNITA looks stronger than ever 
before. 


To a correspondent who saw UNITA tribesmen try in 1968 to ambush Portuguese 
commandos with a few machine pistols, backed up by bows and arrows, the 
transformation into a uniformed, well-drilled force armed with automatic 
weapons, mortars, and anti-aircraft guns is breathtaking. 


The arms show came moreover, against the background of the successful attack 
last week on Novo Redondo, the coastal town nearly 2,000 km away which is now 
called Sumbe. 


UNITA forces--Dr Savimbi said they numbered 5,000--took the town and held it 
for more than a day, withdrawing only when naval and air reinforcements were 
brought up. 


As evidence of UNITA's ability to operate over more than two-thirds of Angola's 
surface, Dr Savimbi produced 47 prisoners taken in an attack more than a month 
ago on the diamond-mining town of Kafunfo, near the border of Zaire. 


The prisoners, including three Portuguese girls under the age of six, were 
marched for 33 days to the Benguela railway line and then driven by truck to 
the provisional capital. 


As is usual with UNITA prisoners, they said they were well treated and well 
(although monotonously) fed, and that UNITA women had carried the children 
on their backs. 


Among the prisoners were 17 Britons whom Dr Savimbi plans’ to hold hostage 
indefinitely because of the hostility of Mrs Margaret Thatcher's government. 


The others, mainly Portuguese and Filipino, were to be released as soon as a 
Red Cross plane could be sent to pick them up. 


The theme of Dr Savimbi's address to the rally was the same: UNITA was too 
powerful and too well entrenched to be ignored, and therefore peace in the 
region required its recognition in direct negotiations on the future of Angola. 


Referring to the "unclouding of Southern Africa, he said: "UNITA rejoices 
at the contacts made, and to be made, between South Africa and the independent 
African states. Only direct dialogue can end armed conflicts." 


But he added, a trifle ominously: "The present unclouding of the Southem 
African scene will not necessarily lead to peace and stability as long as UNITA 
is not part and parcel of the process. 


"If the Cubans are sent packing, Namibia will be free. However, as long as 
MPLA fears UNITA, the Cubans will not leave Angola. Therefore, the independence 
of Namibia depends upon a direct dialogue between UNITA and MPLA.’ 
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To this end, he said, he was sending letters to all African heads of state and 
to the five-nation contact group which has beer. seeking a settlement in Namibia. 


The evidence of South African friendship is abundant. 


Dr Savimbi served his guests bottles of Tassenberg wine and a bottle of 
South African brandy. 


There were canned soft drinks from South Africa, and the thatched roofs were 
lined with plastic waterproofing marked Dakseel, made by Gundle, a South African 
firm. 


Jambe has electric lights in the huts, a hospital and an operations room where 
Dr Savimbi receives daily reports by radio from his regional commanders. 


Nor does Dr Savimbi make any secret of his South African friendship. 
He told a press conference he had given a verbal undertaking not to attack the 
Joint Monitoring Commission [JMC], the South African-Angolan unit which monitors 


military activity in southern Angola to ensure that neither FAPLA nor SWAPO 
tries to exploit the withdrawal of Southem African forces. 


CSO: 3400/757 
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BOTSWANA 


M.NFRAL RESOURCES, WATER AFFAIRS MINISTER INTERVIEWED 
Bonn AFRIKA POST in German Feb 84 pp 10,11 


[Interview with Dr Gaositwe Chiepe, minister of mineral resources and water 
affairs, by Thomas Neumaier: "Botswana Relies on Mineral Resources. Ministry 
for Mineral Resources and Water Affairs Plays Key Role. It Is Headed by Dr 
Gaositwe Chiepe."; Date of interview not given] 


[Text] [Question] Madame Minister, your ministry is playing a key role in 
the development of Botswana. What are the main objectives of the national 
development plan for 1979 to 1985 insofar as your ministry is concerned? 


[Answer] Raw materials are the driving force in the economy of our country. 
The national development plan describes the political direction and the 
objectives in the raw materials sector thus: to ensure that the entire 
population of Botswana benefits; to create more wealth and increase the direct 
employment capacity in the raw materials sector in Botswana; to increase the 
economic power of the trade and financial sectors; to expand the number of 
investors in the raw materials sector, as well as expanding export markets 

and widening the range of raw materials used; to promote education in order 

to generate skilled work potential; and finally, to promote the prospecting 
being done by the private sector. Naturally, this also includes environmental 
protection. 


In general, the development to date has met our expectations, although some 
areas have been somewhat disappointing, e.g., the expansion of small mines. 
On the other hand, other areas, such as development in the coal sector, 
exceeded our expectations. 


[Question] Due to its positive development in the last few years, the mining 
sector has become a driving force in the economic development of Botswana. 
How do you evaluate the current situation and what do you expect in the 
future in the diamond, nickel, copper and coal sectors? 


[Answer] In the diamond sector the mines are now operating at full capacity. 
In 1983 alone, approximately 10 million carats were produced. The market 

could be better, however; our inventory is growing. It will still take some 
time before the mines operate efficiently. In the nickel and copper sectors, 
it should be noted that Bamangwato Concessions Ltd. is functioning well. It 
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has broken production records and guarantees technical efficiency. But I 

must also point out that the metals market, particularly for nickel, was 
catastrophic; all producers suffered lcuses. The iong-term outlook is good 
however, since we produce at low cost and because recent prospecting indicates 
new ore reserves. Therefore, we hope to increase production within the next 
few years. In some very promising geographical areas, several companies are 
prospecting for coal. Of these, Shell is farthest along. A feasibility study 
will be finished in July of this year. The development of large coal mines 
for export purposes is technically feasible. Whether such a step would be 
economical, however, depends on the price of coal and various other critical 
price factors, such as rail transport. All in all, various firms doing 
studies are optimistic. 


[Question] Will expansion of the coal sector create 2000 to 3000 new jobs, as 
we often hear? 


[Answer] It is still too early to talk about production figures. However, 
coal will not show as much profit as diamonds. But it has other advantages. 
Modern coal mines create more than 2000 jobs per every 5 million tons of 
annual production, and new jobs are an important element in our national 
economic policy. However, finding enough skilled workers could become a 
problem. 


[Question] The rapid rise in the price of crude oil and this country's 
dependence on it have placed Botswana in a difficult situation with regard to 
energy. What is your new consolidated energy policy like? 


[Answer] Our energy policy aims to find new ways to reduce our dependence on 
imported crude oil to a minimum, not only because of long-term price increases 
but also due to unreliability regarding supplies. The Morupule coal-fired 
power plart, with a capacity of 90 megawatts, should be commissioned in 1986. 
Should demand increase, the capacity of this plant can be expanded by another 
90 megawatts. A national energy supply network is currently being set up. 
Investigations into the extent to which wind and solar energy can be used 

for raising water are continuing, primarily under the direction of the 
"Botsuana Renewable Energy" technical project. This research also extends to 
animal-driven pumps or pumps which can be manually operated. Biogas installa- 
tions are also included in the program. The results of these investigations 
are very promising, however it is too soon to conclude that they will become 
economical alternatives. It is our policy to ensure crucial supplies of 

crude oil by maintaining a three-month reserve. We have also drawn up 
emergency plans in order to be prepared for any interruption in normal sup- 
plies. Another important aim of our program is to reduce the consumption of 
fossil fuels by constructing buildings which have low heating and cooling 
requirements and in which solar energy can be used for supplying hot water. 
Some progress has already been achieved in this area. 


In addition, this ministry is responsible for the development of energy policy 
and for coordination of individual programs. The position of energy advisor, 
financed by the German Agency for Technical Cooperation, is therefore of 
particular importance to us. We intend to prepare an "Energy Master Plan." 


14 





[Question] Your ministry also has its own department for dealing with 
questions and projects relating to water resources. What are your aims in 
this area? 


[Answer] I can point to some central concerns in this area, for example to 
improve the health picture by maintaining existing wells in good working 
condition and developing new water supplies. By 1985 at the latest, every 
village in the country should be connected to the water supply network. 
Naturally, we also want to provide adequate supplies of drinking water to the 
urban areas. We must likewise promote growth in productive employment by 
supplying industry and the mines with the water they need for processing 
purposes. 


[Question] Dry periods have had a particularly negative effect on your 
country. It there a drought aid program? 


[Answer] Measures include food programs for particularly hard-hit groups 
such as school children and the residents of remote areas. Work-related aid 
is also provided. But emergency well drilling and the distribution of free 
seed and animal feed at cost are also included. Rural residents are given 
financial support for the construction of small dams. We have also begun an 
emergency aid program for drilling new wells. 


[Question] Do you expect problems within the next few years as regards the 
relationship of your country with the Republic of South Africa? 


[Answer] I don't know how relations between our two nations will develop in 
the future. However, I see no indications that problems will arise. Natural- 
ly, we do not accept the apartheid policy of South Africa, and the government 
there knows that. On the other hand, it is a reality that we are bound to 

one another geographically, whether we happen to like it or not. We must buy 
and sell within South Africa. But we do not ask South Africa for any kind of 
support cr aid. Let me also remind you that everything which goes in or out 
of this country goes via the harbors and transportation systems of Botswana 
[as published]. And one more thing: We take in refugees from South Africa. 


[Question] Do problems exist between Zimbabwe and Botswana? Are there plans 
for closer cooperation? 


[Answer] We should cooperate more closely with Zimbabwe than we have up to 
now. We are neighbors, and moreover both nations are members of the Southern 
African Development Coordination Council. This is not to say that we have not 
had problems with one another. But they do not exist at the governmental 
level and we are talking about them. I hope that in the future these problems 
can be reduced to a minimum or even eliminated. 


12552 
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ETHIOPIA 


FINNISH LUTHERAN CHURCH PROVIDING FOOD AID TO BOTH SIDES 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 24 Feb 84 p 23 


[Article by Matti Virtanen: ‘Help From Finland to Ethiopia Amidst Wars. 
Church Trusts Its Channels in a Country Suffering From Drought"'] 


[Text] The Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church is collecting money as a 
solidary action this spring to aid Ethiopia. There are two separate civil 
wars and some smaller provincial tumults going on in Ethiopia, but they have 
not frightened away those in charge of the collection. 


The church trusts its channels in Ethiopia, both within the areas controlled 

by the government and the areas controlled by the rebels. The drought that 

is ravaging the northern parts of the country has weakened the fighting parties 
to the extent that the activities of the aid organizations have not been dis- 
turbed. 


The church representatives who know Ethiopia do not believe that the proceeds 
of the solidary collection would in any way go the soldiers’ mouths or into 
the pockets of the weapon dealers. 


The guarantee for this belief is the experienced Lutheran umbrella organiza- 
tion LWF [Lutheran World Federation], which distributes food to the entire 
rebellious area of Eritrea among others. 


The British press published last spring claims that a large part of the food 
aid brought to the drought area of Ethiopia would be eaten up by soldiers. 
Ethiopia firmly denied such claims. A determining factor in the overthrowing 
of the late Emperor of Ethiopia Haile Selassie in 1974 was that his officials 
swindled food aid ruthlessly. 


The organizer of the solidary collection, the Central Union of the Church 
Congreation Activities has handled its Ethiopia contacts through the LWF 
since 1973. The information secretary of the Central Union, instructor 
Reeta Leskinen, tells us that the LWF is in direct contact with the local 
congregations in Ethiopia. 


"When the recipients of our collections are chosen from the World Federation's 
lists, there are reliable guarantees that the aid reaches its destiny," Leskinen 
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assures. Among the goals for the solidary collection are aid to fishermen at 
the Red Sea, resettling of refugees and rehabilitation work in the slums of 
Addis Ababa. 


Tough Rebels 


Ethiopia's military regime which is getting prepared for the celebration of 
the tenth anniversary of its revolution, has through the entire time that it 
has been in power had to fight against the rebels in the provinces of 

Eritrea and Ogaden. Recently tumults have appeared also in other provinces, 
mostly in Tigre, but also in Sidamo, Wollo and Gonder. 


The resistance against the government that is sitting in Addis Ababa has slowly 
spread to an increasing number of provinces. Last year the government had to 
fight the battle organization EPDM of several provinces. Farlier the rebels 
have been of a very provincial spirit. 


Typical for the current situation is that two strong opponent groups, the 

EPDM [Eritrean People's Democratic Movement] acting in Wollo and Gonder and 
the liberation movement TPLF |Tigre People's Liberation Front] of the people 
of Tigre are not solely regional separatist organizations but are specifically 
opposing the curren regime in Addis Ababa. On the other hand, the goal of 
the fighters of Eri 2a continues to be complete independence. 


Communist Party To Be Founded 


The continued civil turmoils have also postponed the founding of a communist 
party in the country, which has been planned since 1979. Ethiopia has never 
had any political parties, and the part of the actual "working class" of the 
entire population is only 1 percent, which makes the organizing of the party 
understandably difficult. 


The reputation of the military regime is, however, beginning to become so had, 
that a civil regime would be a prefereable partner even for the Soviet Union 
which is supporting Lthiopia. According to the information that has recently 
been published, important steps are now being taken for the founding of the 
party. 


Even if it were lead by the Communist Party the civil regime would be able to 
make some agreements with the rebel movements. The authority of the military 
regime lead by Lieutenant General Mengistu Haile Mariam is, on the other hand, 
so closely linked to the military battle that settlement negotiations are 
hardly to be expected in the near future. 


The case of the opponents of the military government has been promoted, hbe- 
sides Mengistu's policies, by the detrimental drought of northern Ethiopia. 

In certain areas there has been no rain for 3 years in a row, and a large part 
of the population of Eritrea and Tigre has been left to the mercy of the aid 
organizations. 
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The Lutheran World Federation has participated in giving relief to the people 
who live in the hunger areas of Eritrea. The LWF has acted both in the areas 
controlled by the government of Ethiopia as well as in the province of 
Eritrea, 85 percent of which is ruled by the EPLF [Eritrean People's Liber- 
ation Front] liberation movement. 


Lutherans Have Broad Freedom of Action 


Teacher Heikki Nurminen of the Finnish Missionary Society, who last week re- 
turned from his trip to Ethiopia, told us that the military regime has at 
least so far tolerated the LWF's aid actions on both sides of the frontier 
line of Eritrea. It is also Nurminen's opinion that the aid mediated by the 
LWF reaches its destiny in a realiable way. 


The military regime is pleased to accept material development aid also from 
church organizations, although the preaching activities are restricted. The 
aim has been to close down to the last one, the churches of the Baptists, 
the Mennonites and the Pentecostals. The Lutheran Mekane Yesus Church has 
had more freedom: out of its 2,800 sites 570 were closed at the beginning 
of this year. 


"The position of the churches is highly dependent on the position of the local 
authorities. For example in the western diocese the spiritual work is almost 
in a state of paralysis, but in the central diocese there is almost complete 
freedom to act. I preached there myself and the freedom was quite astonish- 
ing,’ tells Nurminen. 


Also the Lutheran seminary that works in Addis Ababa has been able to continue 
its activities without interruption. The national general meeting of the 
Mekane Yesus Church was, on the other hand, prohibited a couple of weeks ago, 
after about 300 representatives had arrived in Addis Ababa from different 
parts of the country. 


The government is obviously careful in avoiding large meetings just before the 
revolutionary festivities, where the possible supporters of resistance move- 
ments would be able to exchange messages. In connection with the festivities 
in November Mengistu will have the opportunity to demonstrate gestures, which 
will emphasize the nation's "success" in the battle against imperialism." 


One thousand political prisoners were set free in connection with the revolu- 
tion festivities last year. 


Next fall a fairly large congress hall will be completed in Addis Ababa, in 
the construction of which the Finnish construction company Naaraharju Oy is 
participating. The technical director of the company Jukka Mantyala tells us 
that the work in Addis Ababa has proceeded without disturbances, although 
marked by a rush. 


Support Also From the West 


Despite its civil wars and the drought the government of Ethiopia has a strong 
hold on its power. Besides from the East Bloc countries it is also receiving 
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support from the World Bank and the EC. The most help from the Western 
European countries comes from Sweden and Italy. Finland has had only a few 
small development aid projects in [thiopia. 


The relationship with the United States is, on the other hand, cut off. In 
the beginning of February Ethiopia expelled four out of six American diplo- 
mats and two Ethiopian representatives were expelled from Washington as a 
countermove. 


9662 
CSO: 3617/105 
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HIGH-LEVEL GROUP STUDIES TEN-YEAR DRAFT PLAN 
NRDC-CPSC Meet Opens 
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 16 Mar 84 p l 


[Text] A top-level joint meeting of the Council of Ministers and the Execu- 
tive Committee of the National Revolutionary Development Campaign ard Central 
Planning Supreme Council (NRDC-CPSC) got underway yesterday to consider the 
newly completed 10-year draft plan which aims at effectively building Social- 
ist Ethiopia's national economy. 


The high-level meeting at the Grand Palace was presided over by Comrade Mengistu 
Haile-Mariam, Chairman of the PMAC and of COPWE and Commander-in-Chief of the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces. 


In presenting the 10-year draft plan to the meeting, Comrade Addis Tedla, 
PMAC Standing Committee Member, Deputy Chairman of the TRDC-CPSC and COPWE 
Executive committee member, said the revolutionary government and COPWE had 
given priority for the preparation of the draft plan, the first of its kind 
for the country. He explained the tasks undertaken at various levels to pre- 
pare the draft. 


Comrade Addis recalled that when the Central Planning Supreme Council under- 
took to prepare the annual work programme for 1980, it made an assessment of 
how the development campaign plan for 1978-79 was implemented on the basis of 
the experiences gained in preparing the plan for 1979-80. He said the assess- 
ment revealed that the then shortages of certain basic products and services 
were not only serious but also the main stumbling block in the efforts for the 
country's economic development. 


Comrade Addis said that it became clear that these problems could be solved 
through medium- and long-term planning but not on short-term planning or 
campaign basis. Accordingly, he added, it was agreed to prepare a long-term 
indicative plan side by side with the 1980-81 Production and Cultural Develop- 
ment Campaign Plan, focusing on basic products and services that are the key 
for economic and social progress. 


Comrade Addis stated that the draft perspective long-term plan prepared and 
finalised since then indicates the main direction for the future development 
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of the country's economy. He explained that the draft 10-year perspective 
plan, together with the directives on plan preparation and presentation as 
well as plan presentation forms had been presented to the first deputy admin- 
istrators of the regions and the staff of planning sections of various minis- 
tries and government agencies and thoroughly discussed by them during a 
seminar organized on planning at which the concept of the 10-year perspective 
plan was also further elaborated on. 


Comrade Addis said that plan executing ministries and government agencies had 
also prepared and submitted at various times detailed on their respective 
perspective plans to the Central Planning Council on the basis of an overall 
directive they had been given. 


He stated that the perspective plans submitted in details were considered by 
a top-level meeting presided over by Comrade Chairman Mengistu and were incor- 
porated with the resolution of the Second Congress of COPWE on economic de- 
velopment thus strengthening the preparation work of the country's 10-year 
plan. The 10-year draft plan envisages an annual economic growth of 7.5 per 
cent and the top-level meeting at that time gave directive that in working 

for the projected annual target, priority should be given to such basic needs 
and services as food, potable water, clothing, health, shelter and education. 


Comrade Addis said _iat a total of over 450 persons, including those involved 
in various task forces, ministerial committees, high officials of the Central 
Planning Council and its departmentai heads as well as experts took part in the 
preparation of the draft plan since April 1982. 


Comrade Addis said that the 10-year draft plan covers the period from 1977 to 
1986 Et-iopian year (1984-85 to 1994-95) and indicates the kind of policy di- 
rectives and organizational measures needes as well as the manpower, material 
and financial requirements for the effective implementation of the various 
sectors of the economy specified in the plan. 


Comrade Addis pointed out the 10-year draft plan, the first for the country to 
be prepared exclusively by Ethiopian professionals with the support of the 
Revolutionary Government and COPWE, is a source of pride to the Ethiopian 
Revolution. He said preparing the plan in a short time had resulted in the 
collection of valuable data about the country's natural resources which would 
be useful in preparing future plans and has also resulted in gaining valuable 
experiences in planning work. 


The meeting also extensively discussed on the ability of the nation to be self- 
sufficient in food and the support provided by the agricultural sector of the 
economy to industry and the contributions it makes to the procurement of foreign 
exchange. 


Comrade Chairman Mengistu also gave directives concerning the measures to be 
taken towards this end. 


The meeting further discussed questions relating to the industrial sector of 
the economy, while at the same time Comrade Gebrre-Michael Paulos, Acting Head 
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of the Department of Industry in the Supreme Council and Chairman of the De- 
partments’ Task Force outlined the present development stage of the industrial 
sector, its share in the current and future economic construction endeavours. 


Comrade Gebre-Michael in the meantime appealed for greater efforts on the 

part of managers and workers to handle implements and other equipment care- 
fully in the coming ten years and boost production so as to surpass the quotas 
allotted to them. 


Questions relating to producing consumer goods that meet the needs of the 
people, expanding handicrafts and small scale industries, economizing and sav- 
ing hard currency were also discussed during the meeting. 


Besides discussing the opportunities being made available for the unemployed 
by the advancement of industry, the meeting which was chaired by the Revolu- 
tionary Leader also deliberated on the execution of plans, while directives 
were given to help in the solution of the problems encountered in some spheres 
of development. 


Resources, Economy Discussed 
Addis Ababa THE ETIIIOPIAN HERALD in English 17 Mar 84 pp l, 2 


[Excerpts] Extensive discussion was held by the meeting yesterday morning on 
water resources and mining, economic sector and particularly on studies center- 
ing on the prospecting and investigation of minerals and the types and extent 
of minerals anticipated for production. 


Explanations on this aspect of the discussion was presented to the meeting 

by Comrade Ezedin Ali, head of mining resources and development sector of the 
NRDC-CPSC, who also reviewed targets and projects envisaged in the draft plan 
concerning the prospecting of gas and fuel, the use of geothermal power, and 
the implementation of electrification schemes in the country. 


Discussion on electricity supply also elaborated on the utilisation of hydro- 
electric power while that on potable water noted the existing shorages of 
water supply facilities in the country and the programme envisaged by the ten- 
year draft plan to expand such facilities at an adequate level both in urban 
centres and rural areas. 


Extensive analysis and review was carried out in the course of the discussion 
on the expansion of the proper use and care of water resources. This was 
viewed in the light of the development of irrigation, energy, animal husbandry 
and its contribution generally to the agricultural and industrial sectors of 
the economy. 


The meeting, which through its discussions, builds upon the ideas presented on 


the draft plan and identifies matters requiring policy decision, later centred 
its attention on domestic and foreign trade sectors as well as on tourism. 
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Briefing was given to the meeting on the contents of the ten-year draft plan 
on the three sectors mentioned by Comrade Legesse Tikeheir, chairman of the 
trade and tourism planning task force of the NRDC-CPSC. 


Accordingly, the meeting discussed broadly the production and distribution of 
agricultural and industrial products with particular reference to the purchase 
and distribution of coffee and grain. 


A number of points requiring policy decision were raised on the qualitative 
and quantitative production of the country's commodities which, through foreign 
exchange earnings, would enable the building of the country's economy. 


An appropriate assessment was made at the meeting on the hotel and tourism 
sector and at popularising abroad the country's tourist potential. The finan- 
cial aspects of such activities were examined by the meeting based on the draft 
plan and the sector's role in the national economy. 


Discussions on each sector was supported by explanation and briefings given 

by officials concerned, Comrade Chairman Mengistu, who gave elaboration on 
issues related to plan implementation, also give directives on matters requiring 
policy decision. 


Comrade Chairman Mengistu stressed that wholehearted goodwill on the part of 
each genuine citizen and particularly professionals and task force teams was 
needed so that the targets set in each sector would be realised and put into 
practice. 


Editorial Comment 
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 17 Mar 84 p 2 
[Editorial: "A Document of Great Significance''] 


[Text] As Socialist Ethiopia prepares for the formation of the Workers 

Party, for the celebrations of the Tenth Anniversary of the popular revolution 
and for the implementation of the National Military Service the newly completed 
10-year draft national development plan has been presented for detailed dis-- 
cussion at the highest level. A joint meeting of the Council of Ministers and 
the Executive Committee of the National Revolutionary Development Campaign and 
Central Planning Supreme Council (NRDC-CPSC) presided over by Comrade Chairman 
Mengistu Haile-Mariam has deliberated on the various aspects of the plan which 
has the objective of socialist construction. 


Planned development of the national economy is a major scientific and social 
achievement of the 20th century. V. I. Lenin viewed planning as the core of 
the management of the national economy. He stressed that "...we cannot work 
without a long-term plan that envisages important achievements," and proved 
the necessity to have a unified long-term economic plan on the scale of the 
whole country. 
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The draft ten-year development plan is the first of its kind in Ethilpia. It 
has been under preparation since April 1982 and has involved the participation 
of hundreds of Ethiopian experts at various levels. The Revolutionary Govern- 
ment and COPWE gave all-round support and assistance to the experts to draw 

up a viable plan taking into account the objective realities in the country. 
The product has now come to the stage of approval. 


Drawing up of such a plan was a revolutionary responsibility which various task 
forces, ministerial committees, high officials of the Central Planning Supreme 
Council and its departmental heads as well as experts undertook in a spirit of 
team work, collective responsibility and socialist patriotism. The plan en- 
visages an annual economic growth of 7.5 per cent with priority to be given to 
such basic needs and services as food, potable water, clothing, health, 

shelter and education. Given the economic potential and natural resources 
abundant in Ethiopia one can confidently hope that the objectives can certainly 
be achieved. 


The fundamental objective of the plan is to strengthen and develop the socialist 
system and systematically improve the standard of living and cultural develop- 
ment of the people. The active, effective and enthusiastic participation of 

the broad masses in the implementation of any plan is a major factor for its 
success. The post-revolution achievements in this country have proved this. 

The upward trend in economic growth has temporarily arrested because the 
financial and manpower resources of the country had to be mobilised to expel 
imperialist-orchestrated external aggression, check the criminal acts of inter- 
nal counter-revolutionaries and deal with problems created by man-made and 
natural disasters. Despite these constraints coupled with reduced prices for 
Ethiopia's exports and spiralling costs of imports, the revolutionary leadership 
has been able to streamline the economy on a sound basis. 


Experience gained from the implementation of the short-term plans has been a 
valuable reservoir to draw from in initially drawing up a perspective ten-year 
plan leading to the present draft plan. Lessons have also been drawn from 

the experiences of other countries which are building a socialist economy. 

A combination of these experiences suitable to the objective conditions in 
Socialist Ethiopia makes the ten-year draft plan a document of far-reaching 
significance. This is the first but not the last long-term plan. Future plans 
will depend on the success of the implementation of the current plan which will 
commence during the next Ethiopian calendar year. Judging from the enthusiasm 
of the broad masses, production cadres and people concerned with socio-economic 
and cultural development at all levels, there is every reason to be optimistic 
that the endeavours being undertaken by the revolutionary leadership will be 
successful. The victories scored in the National Revolutionary Development 
Campaign encourages every patriotic citizen to be further spurred with zeal 

in order to accomplish fully the task of building a socialist society. 
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Focus on Education 
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 18 Mar 84 pp l1, 5 


[Excerpts] On the third day of its detailed discussions of the country's 10- 
year draft plan, the high-level meeting at the Grand Palace was devoted yester- 
day to the consideration.of the overall and higher education sectors of the 
plan. 


The overall education sector and higher education sector of the draft long- 
term plan details the measures to be taken in the field of education as a 
whole which the high-level meeting considered extensively making constructive 
suggestions aimed at strengthening the country's education system for seeing 
lasting solutions to the problems in higher education in the long run. 


Briefings were given to the meeting on the overall education sector of the 

draft 10-year plan by Comrade Teka Feyera, Head of the Social Affairs Department 
of the Central Planning Supreme Council, and on higher education by Comrade 
Getahun Gebru, chairman of the 10-year draft plan preparatory group on higher 
education sector. 


The meeting reviewed the various aspects of Ethiopia's overall and higher edu- 
cation prior to and after the Popular Revolution, the type of curriculun, 
education materials and higher educational institutions needed in the process 
of the 10-year development plan, the roles the National Literacy Campaign and 
the growing kindergartens will have as well as the quality and quantity of 
teachers needed. 


The high-level meeting took note that strengthening refresher and skill upgrad- 
ing courses and research were indispensable for attaining the objective of the 
10-year plan regarding education as a whole as stated in the draft plan which 
specify the strategies to be used to help strengthen the participation of the 
masses in the educational process and to train well qualified teachers. 


The draft plan also contains measures that require policy decision in order to 
expand educational opportunities to all those who did not have them in line 
with the objectives of the Revolution of providing such an opportunity to all 
citizens within the means of the country. 


The meeting discussed ways and means for promoting higher education from 
diploma to post graduate training courses as well as in medicine and other 
fields as detailed in the draft plan. It was noted that these tasks are to 
be accomplished in the future based on the projective reality of the country 
and taking into account the interest and basic needs of the country. 


Greater emphasis was given to the ease of those youth who are unable to com- 
plete their elementary or secondary education and the meeting made specific 
proposals in this regard to be included in the draft plan. 


The meeting further discussed the proposed programme for providing short and 
long term vocational training for youth in junior and senior secondary schools 


25 








as well as workers and peasant farmers engaged in various fields of activities, 
the effective participation of the masses in providing democratic leadership 
in education and on strengthening public schools. 


Commissioners of the country's seven zonal planning office and representatives 
of various ministries and government agencies were present during the deliber- 


ations of the high-level meeting on the aspects of Ethiopia's overall educa- 
tion and higher education contained in the draft 10-year plan. 


CSO: 3400/815 
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ETHIOPIA 


MULPOC MINISTERIAL MEETING IN ADDIS ENDS 
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 17 Mar 84 p 1 


[Text] The seventh meeting of the council of ministers of the Multinational 
Programming and Operational Center (MULPOC) for eastern and southern Africa 
states ended here earlier this week by approving the establishment of a maize 
research programme for the sub-region. 


During its deliberations on Monday and Tuesday at Africa Hall, the council 
expressed concern over the steadily deteriorating feed and nutritional situ- 
ation, against a rapidly increasing population in eastern and southern Africa, 
according to a release by the information service of the Economic Commission 
for Africa (ECA). 


In this regard, the council endorsed the recommendation of the committee of 
officials for the establishment of a sub-regional maize research programme. 
The council requested the ECA executive Secretary and the Director-General of 
the Food and Agricultural Organization to assist member states in realizing 
the objective of the sub-regional maize research programme, and at the same 
time called on member government donors and other financing organizations to 
support the project. 


The council approved a revised work programme specifying the projects and ac- 
tivities to be undertaken by the Lusaka-based MULPOC in 1984-85 in the areas of 
trade and finance, agriculture, industry, transport and communications, man- 
power and development, training and social services, integration of women in 
development, natural resources, pan-African documentation and information 
services and special projects. 


The council also adopted other resolutions on industry, the implementation of 
the Lagos plan of action and the regional food plan for Africa, the southern 
Africa labour commission, the integration of women in development, water re- 
sources, assistance to liberation movements in southern Africa and the train- 
ing of port management personnel in the eastern and southern Africa sub-region. 


The meeting was attended by representatives of 13 member states of the sub- 
regional MULPOC and a number of observers. 


CSO: 3400/815 
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ETHIOPIA 


BRIEFS 





GDR TRADE FAIR MEDAL--Ethiopia has won a gold medal for its quality "T-shirt" 
at the current Leipzig International Trade Fair in the German Democratic Re- 
public (GDR) which opened on Sunday. The Ethiopian produced T-shirt under- 
wear won the Gold Medal for its quality and designs according to reports 
received from the Ethiopian Embassy in Berlin. Meanwhile, the National Textiles 
Corporation said that Ethiopia participated in this year's Leipzig Interna- 
tional Trade Fair with textile products, particularly underwears. The corpor- 
ation said it has received many requests for the purchase of its quality T- 
shirt underwears from Sweden and Italy in the past. Ethiopia had previously 
won gOld medals twice for its quality wines and once each for its coffee, 
cotton and handicrafts products at Leipzig and other international trade 
fairs. [Text] [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 16 Mar 84 p 1] 


HISTORY ASSOCIATION MEETING--The sixth Conference of Eastern Africa History 
Association, in which nine countries including Ethiopia, are taking part, 
opened Wednesday night at the Post Graduate School of the Addis Ababa Univer- 
sity. The conference is organized by the History Department of the Addis 
Ababa University in co-operation with the Institute of Ethiopian Studies and 
the German Cultural Institute. It is being attended by historians from 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, Zambia, Malawi, Zimbabwe, Burundi, Ruwanda and the 
Sudan who will present papers on different environmental issues in Eastern 
Africa as well as on fcod production and demography. [Excerpt] [Addis Ababa 
THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 16 Mar 84 p 1] 


VIETNAM STUDY TOUR--A delegation led by Comrade Aklu Girgire, Permanent Secre- 
tary of the Ministry of Agriculture, arrived here yesterday after a study 

tour of the Vietnam Socialist Republic. The tour was aimed at learning from 
the experiences of Vietnam about farmers' co-operatives in rural areas. Com- 
rade Aklu said on arrival that delegation which include members from peasants’ 
organizing sections of the regional branch offices of the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, has gained valuable experience on organizing rural co-operatives. 
[Text] [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 14 Mar 84 p 1] 


ROK TOURISM GIFT--The government of the Republic of Korea donated 20 mini- 
buses to the Ethiopian Tourism Commission (ETC) yesterday. Comrade Fisseha 
Geda, Commissioner of Ethiopian Tourism Commission and COPWE Central Committee 
member, received the keys to the vehicles from Mr. Deuk Po Kim, Ambassador of 


28 











the Republic of Korea to Socialist Ethiopia. Comrade Fesseha said on the oc- 
casion that it is as a result of the talks with several government officials 

of the Republic of Korea he had held in Seoul last September that these gifts 
were obtained. The Commissioner expressed gratitude to the government of the 
Republic of Korea for the donation. Ambassador Deuk Po Kim expressed admir- 
ation for the strenuous efforts of the government and people of Socialist 
Ethiopia in their committed effort to bring about socio-economic transformation. 
Mr. Deuk Po Kim expressed hope that this donation will contribute to the bene- 
fit of the people of Socialist Ethiopia and at the same time to the strengthen- 
ing of existing cordial relations between the two countries. [Text] [Addis 
Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 13 Mar 84 p 1] 


TRADE AGREEMENT WITH GDR--Comrade Ketsela Mulat, permanent secretary in the 
Ministry of Foreign Trade, today disclosed that Socialist Ethiopia and the 

GDR recently signed a protocol agreement on trade exchange between the two 
countries in 1984. In a statement on his return to Addis Ababa after a one- 
week working visit to the GDR and the head of an Ethiopian delegation, Comrade 
Ketsela said the agreement will strengthen the trade exchange existing between 
Ethiopia and the GDR. Under the agreement Ethiopia will export to the GDR 
coffee, hides and skins, oil seeds, cereals, t-shirts, underwear and wines, 
while the GDR will export to Ethiopia tractors, motorbikes, automobile spare 
parts and agricultural machines and various equipment. [Text] [EA250410 
Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 1000 GMT 24 Mar 84 EA] 


CSO: 3403/13 
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GABON 


FRG SEEKING TO EXPAND COOPERATION WITH NATION 
Libreville L'UNION in French 7 Mar 84 p 7 
[Article by Neltoh] 


[Text] A decisionmaking group of some 30 West German 
businessmen and Gabonese heads of some ministerial 
departments and banks spelled out, during the last 
expanded working session at the Chamber of Commerce of 
Libreville on 2 March 1984, the German-Gabonese 
cooperation framework that will be discussed at the 
Economic Days of the two countries slated for June 1984. 
What was involved in fact was a study of the 
possibilities of stepping up the commercial and 
economic relations between Gabon and the Federal 
Republic of Germany. 


The makeup of the important German mission headed by Wolfgang Seelig, vice 
president of the Federation of German Industries and president of the 
Federation of the German Electronics Industry, covers a broad range of 
industry and trade whose sectors are as diverse as construction, capital 
equipment, finance agencies, promotion, small- and medium-sized businesses, 
oil, and others. 


At present, the bridgeheads of West German penetration on the Gabonese 
market are the Gauff and Geri firms working on the Trans-Gabonese Railroad 
and having interests in Gabon's economic network. The FRG's financial share 
in the building of the second section of the Trans-Gabonese Railroad 
aggregates some 28 billion CFA francs invested by the Bayerische Landesbank 
[Bavarian Agricultural Bank] underwritten by Hermes, an agency similar to 
France's COFACE [French Insurance Company for Foreign Trade]. 


Furthermore, three German businesses have acquired 51 percent of the capital 
of the AMOCO oil company. In this respect, the volume of Gabonese crude oil 
purchases by the Federal Republic of Germany has dropped compared to the 
peak reached in 1980 (779,000 tons). In 1982 it stood at 207,000 tons. 

This problem will also be discussed during the German-Gabonese Economic Days. 
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To Identify Projects 


According to the head of the German delegation, Wolfgang Seelig, the West 
German businessmen have in fact a sincere desire to establish long-term 
cooperation with Gabon. According to him, their initial intention is to 
identify projects likely to be implemented. He was pleased, he said, to find 
in the president of Gabon, El Hadj Omar Bongo, who received the Germans last 
Saturday, the greatest understanding in this regard. The Germans also plan 
to include in the realization of some projects, no matter how complex, the 
training of Gabonese personnel so as to ensure the continuation of these 
relations. 


Wolfgang Seelig reaffirmed, too, the major goal of these Libreville talks: 
To become better acquainted with Gabon so that, once back in Germany, the 
members of his delegation may speak of a prosperous Gabon and of the large 
number of projects identified, thereby encouraging the representatives of 
the major West German firms to come and invest in Gabon. 


But in the interest of both sides, it will still be necessary to find 
enterprising and effective Gabonese partners for association with German 
businessmen. The most appropriate framework would be a system of joint 
ventures. In this connection the president of Gabe 's Chamber of Commerce, 
Edouard-Alexis Mbouy-Boutzit, promised that he will know how to identify 
Gabonese economic agents capabie of doing business with their German 
counterparts at the time of the negotiations to be undertaken in June 1984. 


2662 
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GABON 


SIX NEW BRAZILIAN ARMORED CARS PRESENTED TO GENDARMERIE 
Libreville L'UNION in French 5 Mar 84 p 4 
[Article by Mihindou Teach and Sylvain Mala] 


[Text] On Wednesday, 29 February 1984, Maj Robert Bondo, commander of the 
GIR {Rapid Attack Group], presented the new acquisition of his unit to 

Gen Andre Nzong, commander in chief of the national gendarmerie. Involved 
are six Jararaca armored cars of Brazilian manufacture. The event, which 
took place at the gendarmerie school of Owendo, occurred in the presence 
of a Brazilian technician and numerous gendarmerie officers. 


The ceremony began with a maneuver at the firing range, the purpose of which 
was to test the viability of this equipment. Following this exercise, 

Maj Robert Bondo described the specifications of these new armored cars. 

He mentioned that two of them were earmarked for the command while the rest 
would go to support sections. These vehicles, he added, will serve to 
ensure territorial security and the maintenance of order. 


To conclude, the commander of the GIR asked the general commander in chief 
of the national gendarmerie to convey to the supreme commander of the armed 
forces the warmest thanks to his unit for the esteem that he has constantly 
shown for the national gendarmerie. 


Responding to the speech of Maj Robert Bondo, Gen Andre Nzong expressed on 
behalf of the national gendarmerie his gratitude to the head of state for 

the very sincere concern shown by him for the gendarmerie. Also, Nzong noted 
that these vehicles were suitable for Gabon whose climate is identical to 
that of Brazil (their country of origin). In his comments, General Nzong 
strongly urged his personnel to maintain and jealously care for this 
acquisition. 


2662 
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GH AN A 


BRIEFS 


GHANA-EGYPTIAN TRADE AGREEMENT--The Government of Ghana has approved in 
principle a draft trade agreement under which Ghana will export 120 million 
cedis worth of timber and timber products to Egypt in exchange for cotton 

of the same value. The agreement has been forwarded to the public agreements 
review board for signature. The secretary for trade, Mr Ato Ahwoi, gave this 
hint when the visiting Egyptian minister of state for foreign affairs, 

Dr Buturs Ghali, called on him today. He said Ghana has been importing cotton 
from the United States to feed her textile factories and hoped within the 
framework of the agreement Ghanaian personnel of the Cotton Development Board 
would undergo training in the cotton industry in Egypt. Dr Ghali said with 
the cordial relations between the two countries their peoples should share 
experiences and learn from one another. He hoped it will not be long when the 
agreement will be in operation. [Text] [AB232201 Accra Domestic Service 

in English 1800 GMT 23 Mar 84] 


TOGOLESE CIMAO PROJECT---The Cement Company of West Africa [CIMAO] project at 
Tabligbo in Togo is to close down at the end of this month. This is because 
of the power-cut from Akosombo. The CIMAO board of directors took this 
decision at a meeting in Lome to approve the organization's budget. The 
secretary for trade, Mr Ato Ahwoi, who led a three-member Ghana delegation to 
the meeting announced this to the newsmen on the return of the team to Accra. 
He said the closure will pave the way for a reorganization of CIMAO. He said 
CIMAO produces about 1.2 million tons of clinker a year when it ic in full 
production. But the power-cut will reduce it to 450,000 tons. Mr Ato Ahwoi 
hinted that a CIMAO mission will tour member states to inform their heads of 
State about the temporary closure. Other members of the Ghana delegation are 
Dr Charles Boadu, secretary for industry, science and technology, and 

Mr Sarpong Menu, member of the CIMAO management committee. [Text] [AB271700 
Accra Domestic Service in English 1300 GMT 27 Mar 84] 


CSO: 3400/810 
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MADAGASCAR 


TOAMAS INA-ANTANANARIVO RAIL TRANSPORTATION DESCRIBED 
Antananarivo MADAGASCAR MATIN in French 3 Mar 84 pp l, 2, 4 


[Text] Of all the routes served by Malagasy railroads, which altogether total 
884 kms of metric tracks, the Toamasina-Antananarivo railroad artery carries 
che heaviest traffic. For not only does it connect areas that are commer- 
cially and economically interdependent, but it also serves the island's chief 
port where the majority of imported goods are unloaded to be subsequently 
freighted to Antananarivo or other cities, yet frequently routing through 
Antananarivo. In view of the fact that National Road 2 connecting Antananarivo 
with Toamasina does not yet permit the normal flow of road transport, the 
railroads must almost exclusively ensure the transportation of goods arriv- 

ing by sea, from essential products to...paper pulp. 


The pulp, precisely, which failed to arrive on time at the Ambohimanambola 

paper factory, and which disrupted semewhat the publication of the Malagasy 
dailies this week. It led us to conduct a small enquiry at the RNCFM (Na- 

tional Malagasy Railroad Network) Operations Department concerning the pro- 
cedure and mechanics of freighting these imported goods (goods in general, 

not only pulp). 


First of all, the RNCFM, according to fits officials, is not a transport 

agent; that is to say, it does not handle customs or port formalities, nor the 
leading or unloading of freight cars, because above all it is a transporter. 
Those wanting to use its services, therefore, place an order for freight cars 
with the Toamasina Maritime Station in which they specify the particulars con- 
cerning the merchandise and the freight cars required, before making out the 
“dispatch statement" (a sort of transportation contract) without which the 
RNCFM will not pick up the freight cars and deliver them to their destination. 
But this statement can ondy be made out with the go-ahead and authorization of 
the customs and the port. 


These formalities taken care of, the freight car is first sent on to a stowing 
point, especially if it is not covered (in the case of platform cars and open 
tracks) to be secured (goods have to be firmly secured). Only afterwards 

does it rejoin the other freight cars at the Manangareza Station, the train 
formation station. Train formation is subject to certain technical require- 
ments, particularly the braking ration (brake/weight ratio) which must be 
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considered when the freight cars are coupled together. This ratio is impor- 
tant because the safety of the whole train depends on it. 


As a rule, once made up, a train stays no more than a day at the Managareza 
Station. Three "goods" trains per day are planned: the !%262, '264 and 166 
from Toamasina to Antananarivo, the first and the last being reserved for 
hydrocarbons, for essential products, and for other goods such as pulp. The 
second is generally made up of tip trucks for transporting chromite and so 
are empty on leaving Toamasina. There are also three trains a day to 
Toamasina: the 161, 163 and 165. These trains, moreover, are inspected en 
route (stowing check) at stations called train inspection stations( four al- 
together between Toamasina and Antananarivo: Anivorano, Andasibe, Moramanga 
and Manjakandriana). 


As far as delays are concerned, other than those that are unexpected and are 
caused by landslides and other such things, there are those caused by the 
clients themselves at the time of loading or terminal operatiens (unloading). 
This occurs when clients keep the cars too long, thereby extending further 
their rotation period which, according to the same officials should not exceed 
5 days from the train's departure cate. So to expedite loading or unloading, 
the RNCFM has created a sort of penalty system according to which these clients 
must pay holding costs. 


When it comes to pulp, the boat which brought it, the "Ville de Marseille," 
arrived in Toamasina on 16 Feburary 1984 but the order for freight cars (35 
cars altogether) was only placed on 21 February, and could not be filled until 
2 days later, on the 23rd (2 cars). These two cars loaded with pulp left 
Manangareza on the 27th with train 166 after the security measures mentioned 
earlter. The next day, it was possible to send two more cars to Antananarivo 
also, and after that cars of pulp have left Toamasina each day headed for the 
capital. 


It may be emphasized that the "freight trains" of the Toamasina-Antananarivo 
route daily transport between 1,200 and 1,800 metric tons. Currently, the 
RNCFM has available 527 covered cars and 107 others of the same type but which 
need repair, 247 platform cars (42 others need repair), 85 tip trucks (20 more 
to be repaired) and 83 tank cars (15 others to be repaired). 


In addition, the engine pool is made up of 38 diesel locomotives, the oldest 
dating back to 1938, with a unit power varying between 260 and 3,600 horse- 
power, 20 light engines, 13 rail-cars he 5 newest of which have 580 horse- 
power, and a 950 horsepower motor carriage. 


If the railroads were a corollary of the colonial policy of draining away lo- 
cal natural resources, they have since become one of the important factors in 
economic development inasmuch as they are part of the infrastructure necessary 
to the present national economy. 


More than ever, then, according to the journal LE RAIL ET LE MONDE [Railways 
and the World] of January and March 1983, railroads in Madagascar constitute 
"a vital, essential element. They form the aorta of a circulation system 
which draws its blood from the shores of the Indian Ocean and transports it 
as far as the high continental plateau." 


9824 
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MADAGASCAR 


DETAILS ON RECENT CYCLONE 'DOMOINA' DAMAGE 
Antananarivo MADAGASCAR MATIN in French 8 Mar 84 pp 1, 2 


[Article: "National Emergency Council Estimates Damage at 113 Billion 
Malagasy Francs" 


[Text] According to a preliminary (but no less official!) survey, the total 
amount of damage caused by the various cyclones of the past weeks is esti- 
mated at nearly 113,949,420,000 Malagasy francs. This explains the urgent 
appeal to the international community made Tuesday by Ampy Portos in his 
capacity as president of the National Emergency Council (CNS) as well as min- 
ister of the interior and interim minister of foreign affairs. 


A situation characterized as "catastrophic" to the government, added to a 
series of others, in the light of the current national and international eco- 
nomic situation. And the official cyclone season forecast for next 15 April 
is still in the future. So anything can happen. But, as they say, would 

to heaven.... 


As noted in yesterday's edition, Ampy Portos painted a grim picture of the 
situation for the representatives of the diplomatic corps and of the interna- 
tional organizations accredited in Madagascar. The damages caused by a group 
of killer (over 120 dead) and devastating (over 60 billion Malagasy francs 
damages) cyclones in 1982 have scarcely been appraised as Madagascar again 
finds itself prey to difficulties of the same, if not worse, sort, consider- 
ing the gradual decay of the current economic situation: ''The situation re- 
quires as appeal for international aid," said the minister Ampy Portos Tues- 
day. 


In yesterday's edition only the broad outlines of the problems were drawn. 
But a more detailed survey makes it possible to get a more precise idea of 
the situation. Every year, nearly unavoidable problems must be better taken 
care of in order to avoid the type of vicious cycle that could be created 
each time and seriously delay the economic takeoff that is so fervently de- 
sired. For example, design early on--or else maintain regularly--appropriate 
stockpiles of food products or export products. Maintain the irrigation 
canals properly so they are able to withstand possible excess precipitation. 
In short, give the population and organizations concerned the means for 
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proper construction and maintenance. And as a result to be organized with 
full knowledge of the circumstances. 


That is for the future, the conditions required so that such great problems 
do not have to be faced repeatedly. The present? Today it is in a pitiful 
State. Last week Ms Naila Nahla Abdallah Haidar, accompanied by Ampy Portos, 
Saw with her own eyes the situation in the Mahajanga region, particularly 

in the Marovoay region, the second largest rice grower in Madagascar (95 per- 
cent of the rice fields are either flooded or under sand; 95 percent of the 
primary and secondary canals destroyed; access roads for the shipping of 
products are almost 100 percent destroyed; bridges, culverts, retaining dams, 
drainage dams are 90, even 100 percent destroyed). Agricultural equipment 
(bulldozers, mechanical shovels, electrical generating units) are also out 

of service. 


Since we are the subject of Mahajanga, the rice fields are almost 5 [print 
illegible, probably 50 percent] destroyed, the manioc fields, 100 percent 
destroyed, the peanuts, saongo [translation unknown] fields and banana trees 
fields also 100 percent destroyed or nearly so. 


In Mampikony, 'Donoina,'" despite its angelic name, caused the Bemarivo River 
to overflow its banks. The consequences are catastrophic for agriculture 
and communications. Nearly 24,006 tons of bananas, rice, manioc, sugar cane 
and corn were purely and simply "sacrificed."" In Soalala, "Andry" caused 

17 deaths and destroyed many public buildings and residences in December. 
Telephone poles were destroyed for a distance of 90 km. Mitsinjo, Antsohihy, 
Ambato, Boeni... were not spared. 


In Toliary faritany, the rice fields "in full bloom," as Portos said Tuesday, 
and the fields of subsistence crops (corn, manioc...) are seriously damaged. 
The irrigation systems in Dabara have sustained considerable damage. Sixteen 
hundred cubic meters (at least) of fill are required to rebuild them in the 
Morondava and Miandrivazo regions alone. 


In the Fianarantsoa faritany, the rice crop at Farafangana, Vangaindrano and 
Vohipeno is greatly "compromised.'' The CNS has not yet filed detailed re- 
ports here. 


A preliminary appraisal of the damages at Maroantsetra, in the Toamasina 
faritany, is over 20,732,388 Malagasy francs (rebuilding the principal canal 
at Manalaza, the overflow dam at Andranovola, the construction at the en- 
trance and exit of Sahasondimbe falls). 


Lake Alaotra, the largest rice grower in Madagascar, was not spared either. 
Five thousand three hundred and eighteen hectares, or a production on the 
order of 11,636 tons of paddy have been lost. 


Nearer to us, in the immediate surroundings of the capital, the rice paddies 
are "flooded"; Ikopa (right bank), 2,015 hectares "submerged"; Ikopa (left 
bank), 2,768 hectares "flooded"; Sisaony (right bank), 2,558 hectares 
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destroyed; Laniera, 2,742 hectares "beyond repair." The rebuilding of the 
irrigation systems will require funds of over 51 million Malagasy francs. 


Not to mention the failure to earn foreign currency with losses recorded in 
the coffee, clove, vanilla plantations (in the Antsiranana region and the 
northern portion of the Toamasina province). Madagascar's balance of pay- 
ments will be seriously affected. It is already estimated that the next rice 
crop in Madagascar will be compromised and that production will be reduced 
by approximately 50 to 60 percent. This requires that, from somewhere out- 
side Madagascar over 50,000 tons of rice be found to feed the population 

in the coming months to replace the production of the destroyed rice fields. 


A grim picture, in fact, that requires immediate international aid, particu- 
larly during this period of socio-economic crisis with which the country is 
already struggling and that is partially due to the international situation. 
A situation that also requires that everyone--leaders and ordinary citizens-- 
take stock as to the measures to be taken, to be undertaken.... ‘Rely on 
one's own strength... international aid is a supplement," says the "Boky 
Mena" [Red Book]. 


9969 
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LOAN AGREEMENT FOR SOLAR ENERGY CENTER SIGNED 


Bamako L'ESSOR in French 27 Jan 84 p 6 





[Text] A loan agreement was signed between the Republic of Mali and the 
African Development Fund on 18 January 1984 to provide for the financing 
of part of the cost in foreign exchange and a part of the local costs of 
the project to create the Regional Solar Energy Center (CRES) in Bamako. 


This agreement amounts to more than 7.5 billion Malian francs. By a retro- 
cession agreement signed on 25 January 1984 between M. Drissa Keita, the 
minister of finance, and Mr. Moussa N'Gom, the secretary general of the CEAO 
West African Economic Community, the government of the Republic of Mali places 
this sum at the disposition of the West African Economic Community which 
guarantees the repayment of this debt. 


The terms for the repayment of this debt are the following: 


--length of amortization: 40 years 
--differed: 10 years. 


As for the repayment of the principal, between the eleventh and twentieth 
years: 1 percent per year; from the twenty-first to the fortieth year: 3 
percent per year. 


It should be recalled that the cost of the construction of the CRES will be 
more than 16 billion Malian francs. 


The project is financed by the FRG, 10,1 percent; France, 9.6 percent; the 
EDF, 1,0 percent; the CEAO, 8.1 percent, OPEC, 21.6 percent and the ADF, 
48.7 percent. 


After the signing of the retrocession agreement, the secretary general of 
the CEAO expressed ;is warm thanks to the government of Mali, to all the 
lenders and in particular to the African Development Bank for this important 
contribution to the establishment of the Regional Center for Solar Energy 

of the member states of the CEAO and of the CILSS [Interstate Committee 

to Fight Drought in the Sahel]. 


8956 
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MALI 





CLOSING SESSION OF UNFM REPORTED 
Bamako L'ESSOR in French 31 Jan 84 pp 3-4 


[Excerpts] Late last Sunday morning, at the impressive ceremony marking 
the end of its third regular congress, the National Union of Malian Women 
(UNFM) found itself enjoying the complete confidence of the party and the 
government. 


Addressing the hundreds of women gathered in the Omnisport Stadium in Bamako, 
and before the members of the highest echelons of the leadership of the 
country and of the diplomatic corps, and of international organizations, 
President Moussa Traore, the secretary general of the UDPM [Democratic Union 
of Malian People] who was presiding over the closing ceremony said the 
following: 


"We have undertaken at various levels of the party and of its national 
leadership, the analysis and evaluation of the activities of Mali women, 
for the period from 28 December 1980, the date of the closing of your 
second congress until the present. We have concluded that you have made 
great progress and have brilliant victories in our people's struggle for 
development. 


Women's activities have been distinguished by a wealth of initiatives, by 
a diversity in the choice of development policies and by intelligent leader- 
ship in carrying out programs. 





Thus we can state that since December 1980: 


--you have actively intervened in the field on behalf of women and 
children; 


--you have better formalized and have successfully put into practice a 
cultural and social policy adapted to our country, to its traditions and 
to its own values; 


--you have been, and we are grateful and we congratulate you, responsible 
for making our country more dynamic; 
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--convinced of the soundness of the political, economic and social choices 
of our people, you have struggled with determination to see the programs 
we adopted were correctly carried out. 


In fact, women are required by the regulations to serve as a link with all 
the social levels of our country to provide a better understanding of the 
goals of the party. 


Among other things, they help the party have a better sense of priorities 
in choosing solutions to the problems of our society. 


Indeed, with the solid bases which the National Union of Malian Women has 
provided, through its daily struggle for development, the conditions now 
seem right to us to make an effort to have all women support the priorities 
of the party and the government. 


Your contribution, through your encouragement of the consumption of nationally 
made products, has already been remarkable. It should be complemented by an 
appeal to all women to reduce the consumption of imported products and to 
better maintain the equipment we have obtained with foreign currency. 


The party and the government will study, with you, all steps necessary to 
give early satisfaction to your legitimate wishes, to see Malian women 
better integrated into the economic circuit of our country. 


From the general resolution of this congress, read by Mrs. Diarra Djagassa 
Sidibe, deputy, it seems quite clear that the UNFM intends, in the future, 
that Malian women (51 percent of the population, according to that resolu- 
tion) should participate more actively in socio-economic life, for women 
constitute a "major productive force.'' Also, in asking the militants "to 
persevere in the struggle against underdevelopment," which is worsened by 
other calamities, the general resolution is not lacking in suggestions. 
Particularly, in the domain of deforestation, it calls upon each Malian woman 
to maintain her hearth in better condition. As for education, it calls for 
reopening and increasing the number of the old functional literary centers, 
which will be done with a closer collaboration with the DNAFLA [expansion 
unknown |. 


Moreover, the congress encourages, among other things, the propagation of 
women's cooperatives "favoring the economic independence of women and the 
union of women," the establishment of many projects analgous to the one 
called AIP 1 (which lightens the domestic burden of women in rural areas. 

In the regions of Koulikoro and of Mopti, such projects were recently signed) 
and the very great reduction of expenses for family celebrations (marriage, 
baptism). 


For her part, speaking a little earlier than the chief of state, Mrs Rokiatou 
Sow, newly reelected president of the new bureau of the UNFM--pointing out 
that there were seven new members on the 17 member committee, expressed her 
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satisfaction concerning the spirit of understanding and fraternity shown 
during the 3 days by the 268 delegates and observers at the meetings of the 


congress. 


Finally, let us emphasize that all the members of this new bureau of the 
National Union of Malian Women were elected on 28 January 1984, unanimously. 
The wife of the chief of state, Mrs Mariam Traore, is the honorary president. 


8956 
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MALI 


BRIEFS 


TWO AGREEMENTS WITH JAPAN--Early last Thursday, Mali and Japan signed two 
exchanges of notes. The first exchange of notes, concerning a Japanese 
grant of about 670 million of our francs, will be used to pay for the 
purchase of fertilizer, motor pumps for irrigation, vehicles and crushers. 
This gift will allow our country to raise its food production under the 
lake district project. The second exchange of notes concerns the confir- 
mation of the sales contract and the purchase of 10,000 tons of Japanese 
rice, with a differed payment. This contract for rice, which is now being 
shipped, had been signed last 20 July. The minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Mr Alloune Bondin Beye, expressed his pleasure in signing these exchanges 
of notes, an act which attests to the common will of our two countries to 
maintain and further active and diverse cooperation. We should point out 
that the total sum of grants made to Mali until now is more than 16 billion 
Malian francs. This Japanese financial intervention concerns areas such 
as transportation, hydraulics, food aid, health and rural development. 
[Excerpts] [Bamako L'ESSOR in French 30 Jan 84 p 3] 8956 


CCE AGRICULTURAL PROJECT GRANT--A grant of 1 billion 300 million of our 
francs has just been given our country by the Central Fund for Economic 
Cooperation (CCCE). The signing ceremony for the agreement took place 
Tuesday in the meeting room of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Inter- 
national Cooperation in Koulouba. The sum provided by this agreement will 
serve to finance the pilot project in the little village of Forgho in the 
Seventh Region. The goal of this project is to control the water on Forgho's 
cultivated terraces. In less than a year, Mali has had the occasion to 
sign other agreements with the CCCE, among which are those dealing with the 
rehabilitation of the Niger Office, the program for strengthening the 
financial resources of the Railroad Administration, feasibility studies for 
the threshhold dam at Bani. [Excerpts] [Bamako L'ESSOR in French 9 Feb 

84 p 6] 8956 


ALGERIAN FOOD AID--Algeria has given Mali 2,000 tons of wheat flour and 

600 tons of canned fruit for the victims of the drought, Lieutenant Colonel 
Abdourahmane Maiga, the Malian minister of the interior, announced Monday. 
[Excerpt] [Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French 8 Feb 84 p 22] 8956 
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THREE FRENCH AID AGREEMENTS--Three financial agreements amounting to 638 
million Malian francs (319 million CFA francs) were signed Saturday in 
Bamako between the Malian government and the French government. The first 
agreement, amounting to 138 million Malian francs (69 million CFA francs), 
is a French subsidy for the industrial production of tomatoes. The second 
agreement gives 200 million Malian francs (100 million CFA francs) for 
research in the area of construction and Public Works. The third agree- 
mnt, amounting to 300 million Malian francs (150 million CFA francs), will 
be used for the improvement of the Malian railway system. [Text] [Abidjan 
FRATERNITE MATIN in French 7 Feb 84 p 22] 8956 


CSO: 3419/510 
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MAURITIUS 


TECHNICAL, FINANCIAL AID FROM INDIA DETAILED 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 20 Feb 84 ppl, 4 
[Passages enclosed in quotations originally published in English] 


[Excerpts] At the end of the second session of the joint Indian-Mauritian 
commission, during the closing ceremony on Saturday, the Indian minister 

of external affairs, Mr Narasimha Rao, stated that the Indian government's 
technical and financial assistance to Mauritius will focus on the realiza- 
tion of projects and a program of action which will contribute to the 
country's development in accordance with the priorities defined by Mauritius. 
Referring to this technical and financial assistance, Mr Rao emphasized: "I 
do not believe that there is any area in which we have not responded posi- 
tively to suggestion in this regard.'"' The financing of the approved projects 
represents 40 million rupees and the Indian government has also agreed to 
make available an additional line of credit for 100 million rupees to 
Mauritius. 


In a speech delivered on this occasion, the Mauritian minister of external 
affairs, Mr Anil Gayan, stated that India's technical and financial 
cooperation is characterized by the will to promote the economic and 

social development of Mauritius. Mr Gayan indicated that the country will 
benefit considerably from this financial and technical assistance. "Mr 
Minister, at a time when world economic conditions are difficult, we all 

the more appreciate the effort of your government in providing such needed 
assistance to hasten the tempo of economic and social progress in Mauritius," 
Mr Gayan said, addressing his Indian counterpart. 


Mr Gayan also announced that as a result of discussions between the two 
parties and efforts by the Indian government, Mauritians will be able to 
buy Indian fruit which will cost less. 


In addition, Mr Gayan drew attention to a project on which the parties had 
arrived at an agreement in principle, but which remains to be finalized. 
It involves the creation of a shipping company which, said Mr Gayan, could 
be of great importance as an instrument of regional cooperation. 
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In his speech, Mr Narasimha Rao also acknowledged the importance of this 
joint project which could stimulate trade and promote development, and 

he stated that officials of the two governments will soon meet to work out 
the details of the joint project. 


After enumerating the projects for which the Indian government will provide 
technical and financial assistance, Mr Rao announced that the Indian govern- 
ment will make a donation of 50,000 rupees to the Human Trust Service for 
the Calebasses convent. "I was very impressed and moved by their zeal and 
spirit of service and I am glad to announce a donation of 50,000 rupees as 

a token of recognition and encouragement for the good work Human Service 
Trust is doing in running this home for the old and invalid," stated Mr 

Rao. 


By the end of the second session, the Indian government had decided on the 
financing of the following projects: 


Agriculture 


(i) An experimental project of carp and shrimp breeding at La Ferme. The 
Indian government will make available to Mauritius equipment worth 1 million 
rupees for the implementation of this breeding development project. 


(ii) A silkworm breeding project. India's assistance was sought for the 
establishment of a spinning mill and a silk weaving center. The Indian 
government has agreed to provide us with equipment worth 1.6 million rupees 
for this project as well as the services of two experts for a 2-year period. 


(iii) A research program on sugar cane varieties. The Indian government 
agreed to consider a request by the Mauritian government that certain 
varieties of cane grown in India be made available to Mauritian scientists 
for experimentation. 


(iv) A project for the development of tea production. Technical and finan- 
cial assistance was sought for (a) the creation of a new processing plant, 
(b) improvement of production capacity at three other plants under the Tea 
Development Authority, and (c) modernization of transportation. The total 
cost of the project is estimated at 46.2 million rupees and the Indian 
government has agreed to review the project in a positive light. 


Industry 


(i) Investment promotion. The Indian government agreed to a request to 
create an "Investment Promotion Agency" to promote investment in free 
zones. 


(ii) A small business assistance project. The Indian government agreed 
to finance an "Industrial Center" for small businesses. Supplies and 
equipment worth 3.5 million rupees will be provided to the Mauritian 
government, in addition to expert services. 
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(iii) Supplying of cotton. The Indian government agreed to study a request 
for supplying cotton to help two large textile mills get under way. 


(iv) Crafts. The government also submitted a request for assistance in 
developing practical crafts in order to enable women in rural regions to 
find employment in this sector. 


Education and Culture 


(i) The Indian government agreed to a request for equipment and supplies 
to be furnished to the technical schools of Piton, Professor Uppadyaya ITTC 
{expansion unknown], and Beau-Bassin ITTC. The aid package totals 2 
million rupees. 


(ii) At the request of the Mauritian government, musical instruments for 
JSS [expansion unknown] will be made available to Mauritius. The instru- 
ments are valued at 575,000 rupees. 


(iii) Technical and financial assistance to MGI [expansion unknown] for 
work on museum--cost: 2 million rupees. The Indian government also agreed 
to make a contribution of 150,000 rupees to organize a conference commem- 
orating the 150th anniversary of the arrival of Indian immigrants in 
Mauritius. 


Communications 


(i) The Indian government agreed to furnish equipment worth 925,000 rupees 
to our weather service. India will also provide supplies and equipment 
to facilitate satellite communications in this field. 


(ii) Telephone cables worth 4.8 million rupees may be supplied to Mauritius 
at preferential prices, using the necessary lines of credit. 


A Hospital for Rose-Belle 


The Indian government has agreed to finance the construction of a new 
hospital at Rose-Belle (cost: 9 million rupees) and to furnish the 
necessary supplies and equipment worth 14 million rupees. Additionally, 
the Indian government will provide equipment worth 9 million rupees to the 
Moka hospital. 


In addition, at the request of the Mauritian government, India agreed to 
receive the treat each year 20 persons suffering from heart and circulatory 
diseases. 


Lines of Credit 


Two lines of credit all open totaling 100 million rupees under special con- 
ditions to facilitate the country's development. 


12413 
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MAURITIUS 


OPPOSITION LEADER BERENGER INTERVIEWED ON ECONOMY, POLITICS 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 3 Mar 84 pp l, 5 


[Interview with Paul Berenger, former Finance minister and current opposition. 

leader, by Leon Baya: "'This Government is Not Serious': Motion of Disallowance 
and Possible Censure Motion in Parliament in the Coming Weeks"; date and place 
of interview not given| 


[Excerpts] Where is the Mauritian economy headed after 

the recent negotiations between the IMF and the government? 
Finance Minister V. Lutchmeenaraidoo expressed himself on 
this point in this paper last Monday. Today LE MAURICIEN 
hears from the opposition on this issue through its leaders 
former Finance Minister Paul Berenger. Here are the results 
of the interview. 


[Question] At a time when the Finance minister is negotiating sensitive issues 
in Washington, how do you see the state of public finances halfway through the 
1983-84 budget? 


[Answér] Hardly 4 months after the budget was presented last 11 October, 

it is clear that the present administration is a prisoner of the promises 

it made and the lies it told in the last election and is also a victim of 

its own incompetence; it is surviving on bluff and countermarching. It has 
brought the country to the edge of the abyss. We said last October that the 
1983-84 budget was damned foolish, shortsighted and had some rude awakenings 
in store for the country and people. Unfortunately for the country and people, 
the facts soon proved us right, and now the proof is there. The rude awakenings: 
the government has refused to grant the least year-end bonus, while everybody 
got one in 1983, at least a week's wages. The number of public holidays has 
been reduced without adequate compensation to the workers in the form of per- 
sonal leave. And there have been two successive, scandalous increases in the 
price of cooking oil. 


As for the balance of payments and foreign currency, we said in June 1983 that 
the people were threatened with a third devaluation. Lutchmeenaraidoo formally 
denied that. But on 20 January 1984 he told the truth during a press conference 
and admitted that the possibility of a devaluation really did exist last June. 
He even added that the situation would be very difficult in May and June of 
this year, 
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The tragedy is that 4 months after the budget was submitted there is still 

a danger of a third devaluation, and the minister himself says that this 
danger will worsen in the coming months, It is thus clear that the boat 

is leaking at every seam. As we predicted, what was proposed and passed 

for debt service and rice and flour subsidies has proved insufficient. 

These two budget items are short more than 100 million rupees. The present 
budget is out of whack in many other respects. We note that in addition to 
the bluffing and "official" lies that have replaced the policy of truth that 
we practiced, the present regime has shown itself to be incompetent and ir- 
responsible. This incompetence and irresponsibility illustrate probably 
better than anything else how the Finance minister and government are dealing 
with the IMF and World Bank and, incidentally, with foreign investors. 


[Question] However, the Finance minister stated in recent press conferences 
that he was able to keep the budget deficit for the first 6 months of the year 
under the limits set by the IMF, That shows that he had been able to manage 
government finances effectively during that period. What do you think? 


[Answer] It depends on what you mean by "'effectively."' As I just said, 4 months 
after the budget was submitted, people realize that only two items have missed 
the target: the repayment of our debts and supports for rice and flour. That 
is not evidence of effectiveness. The truth is, rather, that as far as the 
budget is concerned the present government is getting all the benefit from 

the 1982 budget, especially the sales tax. The government has relied on these 
measures to keep within the broad guidelines set by the IMF and the World Bank. 
But wherever the government has innovated something it has proved itself com- 
pletely ineffective. Everyone knows that the Land Development Tax is far from 
‘ringing in the 30 million rupees it was supposed to. The same is true for 
many others actions announced with great fanfare last October. 


[Question] You have been very critical the Finance minister's approach to 
negotiations with the IMF. What would you have done if you had had to face 
the pressure from the IMF as Finance minister? 


[Answer] I can tell you that at the end of 1982 we, too, had to contemplate 
breaking off from the IMF and World Bank, although we did not want to and made 
no move in that direction. We also worked on alternatives, though not desirable 
ones, to the IMF and World Bank. We then had very close negotiations with those 
two institutions over the general budget deficit, the price of rice and flour, 
and sectoral negotiations and many other issues, 


What I most condemn is the zigzagging by the Finance minister and the present 
government. You cannot say in one week that we are condemned to work with the 
IMF for many years yet as the Finance minister told the annual convention of 
the Chamber of Commerce and Industry and then a few days later talk almost 
frivolously about a possible break. Nor can you keep saying all week long 

that the country will not have to borrow more Eurodollars and then say the 
opposite and begin negotiations with some private international banks for loans. 
Nor can you be any more credible when you say in June 1983 that no devaluation 
is impending and then say 6 months later that we were really threatened with 
one at the time. 


49 











The present government 1s playing games with the country. It is not a se: lous 
government. The government also thinks that the people have no right to the 
truth and that it can go to intolerable lengths to lie and bluff. 


[Question] You have said that the opposition would not cry gloom and doom, 
However, the general attitude of the MMM [Mauritian Militant Movement] seems 
very negative. 


[Answer] I absolutely do not share your value judgment. I do not consider 
the MMM's attitude to be negative. On the contrary, since the elections of 
last August we have scrupulously avoided the politics of pessimism, of con- 
frontation, of replying in kind to the government's insults, slander and 
provocations, Every chance we have had, we have put forth positive, concrete 
proposals intended to help the country move forward, 


But if telling the truth is being negetive, then we plead guilty. And avoiding 
the politics of pessimism does not mean we are not playing our part as the op- 
position, 


Do not forget that the way in which the government has been treating the parlia- 
mentary opposition since the elections of last August is itself a standing pro- 
vocation. The government no longer answers questions in parliament. Some 
basic, important bills are handed out (in the Legislative Assembly itself) 

the very day on which they are to be debated and voted on. Parliamentary 
absenteeism is even more scandalous than in the past. So, before talking 

about the negative attitude of the opposition MMM, it would be better to talk 
about the revolting and scandalous way in which the government treats the op- 
position. But whatever the government does, we will continue to put the country 
first and continue to play our part as parliamentary and militant opposition 
throughout the country and side by side with the unions. We will continue to 
play this role constructively and with all the interests of the country at heart. 





[Question] As opposition leader, you said at Riviere-des-Anguilles recently 

that the break between the MSM [Mauritius Socialist Movement] and the Labor 

varty was the equivalent of breaking a moral contract between the voters and 

the parliamentary majority. You said that new general elections were needed, 

Do you seriously think that the present situation calls for new general elections? 


[Answer] That is not what I said. I repeated what Jugnauth himself haa said: 
in 1982, when the delegate assembly of the MMM had voted to break with the PSM, 
he said he could not break with the PSM [Mauritian Socialist Party], because he 
had won the election with an MMM-PSM alliance and because if one of the parties 
broke away from the alliance, general elections would become necessary. Does 
the same argument apply today? That's what I challenged Jugnauth with, but he 
is not going to walk out. 


Let's wait and see what the Labor Party decides to do in the days to come. 
But if the Labor Party confirms that it is with the opposition and that the 
coalition is definitely broken, that will be very serious. It will mean that 
more than 50 percent of the electorate will be with the opposition. The MMM 
does not want general elections in the next few weeks. We think it would be 








good for the country to have some more time to breathe. But considering how 
the government has performed since last August, it may become necessary in 
the next few months to call for new general elections. It may become neces- 
sary in the next few weeks to introduce a formal motion of censure in the 
Assembly to establish the fact that new elections are necessary in the best 
interests of the country. 


It is not yet time to call a new general election or to introduce a motion of 
censure, We will do so for the good of the country when it is time to do so. 
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MAURITIUS 


PRIME MINISTER ON POLITICS, IMF, ECONOMIC RECOVERY 


Port Louis L'EXPRESS in French 8 Mar 84 pp 6-7 


[Interview with Mauritian Prime Minister Anerood Jugnauth on 7 March 1984; 
place of interview not specified] 


[Excerpts] In an interview with L'EXPRESS yesterday, Prime Minister Anerood 
Jugnauth dismissed the accusations of provocation made against him by his 
adversaries, while calling for a political truce at the same time. According 
to him, such a truce does not necessarily mean that the opposition should 
cease to play its role. 


Speaking of the expression "protecting our mountain," he explained that what 
has been advocated is protection of "the little people," for "if we are in 

the government, it is thanks to them.'' The mountain, he said, in no way repre- 
sents a distinct ethnic group. 


Concerning relations with the International Monetary Fund, the prime minister 
was explicit: the IMF must regard us as human beings and not as »>bots. He 
does not foresee any break with that organization, but .... 


While condemning South Africa's system of apartheid, Mr Jugnauth believes 
that this country represents a reality that must be taken into consideration. 
Economically speaking, the island of Mauritius has more to gain by trading 
with South Africa than with any other country. 


Despite the economic situation, the prime minister said he was very optimistic 
about economic recovery. However, every Mauritian must make sacrifices and 
work hard, "for it is in work that the future lies." 


[Question] Mr Prime Minister, your political adversaries and their supporters 
have accused you of proposing a political truce, on one hand, and on the other 
of provoking them. What is your response to these accusations? 


[Answer] 1 know that those who are saying that are among the opposition. 

But the opposition knows as well as I what we have inherited. When we came 
to power in 1982, with the current opposition, and when Mr Paul Berenger was 
in the government, we made an assessment of the situation. Today, everyone 
seems to have forgotten that assessment. And during the year preceding the 
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last elections, the situation deteriorated and became worse in every sector. 
Nothing positive could be accomplished. After August 1983, we inherited a 
situation that was even worse in comparison to June 1982. 


We are making an extraordinary effort. Of course, we are taking a lot of 
risks. There may be a lot of criticism and, in certain cases, such criticism 
may be justified regarding what we are doing. But one thing is certain: 

what we are doing, we are doing sincerely and in the public interest. 


We have sent delegations abroad, in particular to Hong Kong, Korea and elsewhere, 
as you know, and subsequently to Arab countries. People realize today that 

those missions have produced results. The evidence today is plain and clear, 

as we can see. At least a start has been made. Whether in the area of un- 
employment, investment or even economics and tourism, this start is being 

felt everywhere. 


Of course, we are taking certain risks. It is possible that 2 or 3 out of 
10 cases will succeed and that others will fail. But these are risks 
which must be taken. 


The missions are being criticized. But if you look back at the government 
that came out of the 1982 elections, can you say that it did not send any 
missions abroad? The rise of certain prices is being criticized, but what 
happened after 1982? Hadn't prices been raised? 


When people say today that I am playing the role of agitator, that is not 
true. That isn't correct. When, as you say in your question, I propose 

a political truce, what I mean must be understood. A political truce does 
not mean that the opposition should cease to play its role, that the govern- 
ment should conclude that everything is fine with the opposition--as though 
it were in a saintly state. I am perfectly aware that we are two different 
kinds of politicians. They have their views and we have ours. They have 
one system of doing things and we have another. In instances in which criticism 
is necessary, there must be criticism, but there must not be demagoguery, 
for that will do great harm to the country. I am saying that the opposition 
must be constructive, because the economy must be built up, and solutions 

to national problems must be found. Tomorrow, if the opposition is serious, 
in our system it will be the alternative government. It must therefore be 
aware of what harvests it will later reap. 


That is where the distinction must be made: when I point out the opposition's 
shortcomings; for example, it will engage in demagoguery, with each price 
increase there will be a motion of "disallowance."' But I am familiar with 

that kind of show. We were part of the opposition and I am familiar with 

the current opposition leader's habits: he has never found anything reasonable 
or correct [in the government]; everything the government does is wrong. 

I never heard Mr Berenger say even once that the government did something 

right when we were part of the opposition. Never. And he forces you to 

go along with his views and to say that really everything is bad. 


He takes the same position on my government today. I cannot simply do nothing. 
And when I say that there must be a kind of reconciliation in the national 
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interest, that doesn't mean that I am going to give them a free hand to do 
whatever they choose and that I am going to remain silent or say that everything 
is all right. No. If we, as a government, make blunders, it is their duty 

to criticize us. I am a mature enough politician to understand that. But 

when they say that I am just talking about a truce and that I am in the process 
of provoking them, I don't consider that a valid reason. 


Provocation in what sense? What am I doing to provoke them? What I would 
like to know is what provocation means to them. Actually, I don't find any 
substance to their criticism in this regard. I am saying that we have in- 
herited a very, very difficult situation. Do you realize that? We have 

to find 1.2 billion rupees during this fiscal year to service the debt. You 
understand what that represents, especially in terms of foreign exchange. 

And the burden that the people will have to bear. We will have two very 
difficult years, especially in 1984 and 1985. There is not the slightest 
doubt about that. The opposition knows that. Mr Berenger knows it as well 

as I do. He is totally familiar with the country's overall economic situation. 


This is why I say, and not as a provocation, that they are acting irresponsibly, 
that they are not sincere. It is unfortunate that some of the press is playing 
their game, is supporting the opposition to the detriment of the national 
interest itself. This is what I regret a great deal about that section of 

the Mauritian press. 


[Question] Your former comrades in arms in the MMM accuse you of having 
refused, in October 1982, to break with the PSM [Mauritian Socialist Party] 

in the name of a preelection pledge and of having provoked a split last month 
with the PT [Labor Party], your new preelection ally, by dismissing its leader, 
Sir Satcam Boolell. What is your response to these accusations? 


[Answer] In my opinion, these accusations are groundless. There is no possible 
comparison. The situation is not the same. I am familiar with everything 

that goes on within the MMM. No one can deceive me about that. In 1982, 

when we came to power with 60-0, the MMM's leadership started to regret having 
made an alliance with the PSM. They believed that they could have won without 
that party. Barely 10 days later, they began scheming to exclude the PSM. 

I am aware of that and I put those people in their place, because I considered 
such a move to be dishonest. Today the situation is different. 


At no time did I say that the Labor Party had to be excluded and I did not 

do that. But if anyone calling himself a leader implies that he will let 
himself be guided by his cabinet--a cabinet which thinks that part of the 

PT must remain in the government and that another part must be part of the 
opposition--if he cannot control that, he is not worthy of being a leader. 

He has no place in the cabinet. What I did was to exercise my right to dismiss 
him. We know the result: the majority of Labor's parliamentary group supports 
my decision and the government is intact. 


We are saying that the Labor Party is still part of the government. But 


if some people in the PT have chosen to pass a motion to the effect that 
this party is not part of the government and that its members of parliament 
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will be expelled, they will suffer the consequences. But once again, the 
situation is not the same and there cannot be any comparison. As the Englishman 
would say, I am "consistent" in my views and I have nothing to reproach myself 
for. 


Which leads me to think that the opposition will say that I am provoking 

it. But in this case, as in others, do you know what kind of campaign the 
opposition is conducting? So that in 2 weeks, 2 months or 6 months, there will 
be other elections. They are currently saying that new elections must be 

held because the PT is no longer part of the government and because a per- 
centage of the population does not support the government. But everyone 

knows that Labor's parliamentary group supports us. 


But I am not an imbecile. A poll will tell you that the majority of the 
electorate, who voted for us, still support us and this government. I know 
what I am doing. Let no one tell me that other elections must be held. The 
opposition and some people in the Labor Party are just like vultures. They 
are waiting for fatalities. They all want to become members of parliament 
and ministers; everyone wants a share of power. That is where Mauritius 

is today. 


[Question] Do you believe in the IMF's "businessmen" alternative? 


[Answer] If we agree with the IMF, it will be because we believe that with 

its support we will be able to pull our country out of its current abyss. 

But if we become convinced that, by following the IMF, we will slide deeper 
into the abyss instead of emerging from it and will find ourselves in a vicious 
circle from which the country will never be able to emerge, we will not be 
inclined to follow the IMF. We want to hold serious discussions. I want 

the IMF to know that we live with human beings and not with robots. Moreover, 
the IMF must understand that it has done the same thing elsewhere. 


I reproach the IMF because it has only stereotyped programs which are applied 
in the same way everywhere. That isn't sensible, it isn't right. We have 
seen one case in which it forced the government to follow it and that resulted 
in an explosion. And it later came up with concessions. I say that the 

IMF must be more realistic. We want to achieve a goal. But it must realize 
that we are dealing with human beings. There is a price to be paid, a burden 
to be borne; but this burden must be bearable. When it becomes unbearable, 
there is an explosion. Such an explosion must be avoided on Mauritius. 


This is why I say that if we are to follow the IMF to that point, it is prefer- 
able that we avoid that. There is always an alternative. The island of 
Mauritius will not vanish from the map of the world. 


As I said elsewhere, we must make more sacrifices. If we have to bear this 
burden, we will bear it, but at least while knowing that we will be able 

to stand on our own feet at the end of a certain period. That is our policy, 
a policy based on "self-reliance."' On this point at least, I agree with 

Mr Lindsay Riviere: the solutions to our problems are to be found here and 
depend on our will to work and to make the necessary sacrifices. Other people 
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will not solve our problems. It is not a question of wanting to break with 
the IMF. We will support the IMF as long as we are satisfied that what we 
are doing will lead us to a better time, and will not bog us down more. 


I am as aware as the IMF, the opposition and anyone else in this country 

that there are certain sacrifices to be made. Moreover, when we took the 
austerity measures after the 1982 elections, I supported this policy everywhere 
I spoke. I told them about the way I thought. I am not a diplomat; I don't 
know how to conduct diplomacy. I am candid and I tell the whole truth. And 
my policy is the same today as it was before. 


There are certain truths which we must face. There is a price to be paid 
and it must be paid. There is a burden to be borne and sacrifices to be 
made. But our policy is to see to it that the little people at the bottom 
of the social ladder, those whom we call "the little people," are protected. 
It is our duty, as a government, to protect them. We will find the means 
to do so. 


[Question] Some individuals took the law into their own hands and violently 
broke up a protest demonstration against the expulsion of Libyan diplomats 

in the presence of several high-ranking police officers. What does the minister 
of the interior think of this? 


[Answer] I must tell you frankly that I consider that demonstration unpatriotic. 
Protesting the expulsion of Libyans! Why? Reasonable people will agree 

with me when I criticize the press for having provided that kind of publicity. 
They are talking about that at Plaine-Verte. But at the George V Stadium, 
which I have visited 4 or 5 times, do you know how many times a section of 

the population, the supporters of a certain club, remained seated every time 
the national anthem was played? And they chanted pro-Quadhafi slogans. 


The newspapers never reported that, never criticized or condemned them, but 
"dealt with it" among themselves. But they made a tempest in a teacup out 
of a minor incident. That is the role of a section of the press. And of 
course, the opposition put in its two cents: democracy was in danger. 


I have never marched with rioters. I never associated with *° at kind of 

people even when I was part of the opposition. I left that to others. And 

I won't tolerate that kind of thing today. You can rest assured that a detailed 
investigation will be conducted and if it is established that there were 
violations, legal action will be taken. 


[Question] Exactly what is your government's position on South Africa and 
Taiwan? 


[Answer] My government's position is a realistic and pragmatic policy, as 

I have said on many occasions, concerning South Africa and Taiwan as well. 

We are a democratic country, a nation that respects freedom and we condemn 
what is taking place in South Africa. We condemn that system of apartheid, 
which is doing everything to maintain the status quo. But yesterday I learned 
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that white South African industrialists are opposing the system which exists 


in their country. They are calling for change and one of them, Harry Oppenheimer, 


has said that even if they are in the process of changing their policy with 
regard to bordering neighbors, that will not change the situation as long 

as there is no change within the country itself. I entirely agree with that 
view. I have always told foreign diplomats: all countries must help the 
South African Government to understand that we are living in a time and in 

a world in which that system is condemned and is unacceptable. When 

people talk about human rights, it must not be implied that there are two 
kinds. Either we believe in them or we don't. Their system of apartheid 
denies all rights to a majority of their population, particularly blacks, 
and that is reprehensible. A human being cannot accept that and must condemn 
it. But we are a poor small country unfortunately located in a geographic 
area in which we must accept certain realities. Located in our vicinity 

is one of the most industrialized nations, among the richest and from which 
we have inherited a situation which evolved over the years. 


It is impossible to end all that, even if it could serve our own interest. 
Down deep, we know that this is impossible. While exerting our influence 
within a group, while condemning what must be condemned, we must also accept 
reality. We know very well that we must trade with South Africa, that we 
need its tourists, that Air Mauritius must not be prevented from flying to 
that country, that, economically speaking, we have much more to gain from 
South Africa than from any other country. 


Let's take one example: if you import anything from Australia, it will cost 
you much more than if you import the same thing from South Africa. Today, 
when we see countries such as Mozambique and Angola holding talks with South 
Africa, when you have a president such as Mr Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia agreeing 
to receive the South African Government's representatives in negotiations 

in Lusaka and even stating publicly that we have reached the stage where 

South Africa could even be admitted to the Organization of African Unity, 

I don't see why we should adopt a holier-than-thou attitude. We are not 

going to say that we will burn all our bridges, for that is unrealistic. 

That is why, while maintaining our position on certain issues, we will follow 
a realistic policy. We will have trade relations with South Africa, especially 
because we have an unfavorable trade balance. That is a gap which must be 
closed. That is how we view the situation. 


But African countries have gone much further. They have had representatives 
at the "Trade Commissioner" level in South Africa for years. They trade 

and maintain communications; their workers, by the thousands, leave every 
day to work in South Africa. And what are we doing? 


All that is demagoguery, propaganda. It doesn't provide anyone with a living 
and propaganda will not solve our problems. 


I am saying that if South Africans of good will, and who can do so, come 

to help us, we will welcome them as human beings and will cooperate with 

them if it is in our interest, in the interest of the country and the Mauritian 
nation. The Africans are also doing everything in their own interest, so 

that their countries will come first. They don't consult with us and don't 
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depend on us to do so. Why should we behave like cowards who are afraid 

of everyone? What we do, we will do openly, honestly and without any secrecy 
as long as we don't perpetuate in South Africa a system in which we don't 
believe. That is different. 


As long as we don't do anything in that sense and as long as it is in our 
interest, I don't see why we must refuse to do it. That is my policy on 
South Africa. 


Concerning Taiwan, there is no problem. We recognize only one China, only 

one government. But Taiwan exists. We cannot avoid that fact. The truth 

is that Taiwan is a very developed country, that it has a lot to offer us. 

If we can have Taiwanese manufacturers here, if we can maintain communications 
with that country on a purely commercial basis with the private sector, without 
the government taking any action to see that Taiwan is recognized as an in- 
dependent country with a separate government, if we can maintain trade relations 
that will help us, if we can welcome tourists and manufacturers, obtain their 
technology and know-how and their help, we must not refuse. We are not in 

a position to refuse such offers. Here again, I don't see why anyone should 
engage in demagoguery. We are doing nothing, absolutely nothing that is 
contrary to the interests of the People's Republic of China and its government. 
Our position is plain and clear: we recognize only one China, only one govern- 
ment. But that does not prevent us from accepting the existence of Taiwan. 


[Question] You have been prime minister only since 1982, but there can be 
no doubt that you are already familiar with the full weight of what is known 
as "political pressures.'' What is your personal philosophy regarding daily 
conflicts between the higher interest, political pressures and the duty of 
leadership? 


[Answer] I can tell you that lobbies and political pressures are not exclusive 
to Mauritius. It is an international reality and is easily recognizable 

in any part of the world. Mauritius is no exception. As the country's leader 
and head, I can tell you that this kind of pressure, if I may use a Creole 
expression, "li couma delo lor feille songe," has no effect on me. I work 
according to my conscience, as I already told you, and I do what I consider 

to be fair and just. I am not paralyzed by pressures. 


[Question] Mr Prime Minister, by virtue of your duties, you carry the full 
weight of our country's problems; but you must have occasion to also define 
your hopes for the future. Now when we are approaching the celebration of 
national independence, will you share these hopes with all Mauritian citizens? 


[Answer] We have inherited a very difficult, catastrophic situation. We 

are in the process of making every possible effort. Already I see that there 
are concrete results and plain, clear evidence that the economy will recover, 
that development and industrialization are starting to get underway. There 
will be some very difficult years, but it is certain that starting in 1986 
we will begin to recover. Of that I am certain. 








I am very optimistic. I became optimistic following the visit to Hong Kong 
by the investment promotion delegation. Considering the area of Hong Kong, 
which provides a livelihood for 5 million people, and drawing a comparison 
with Mauritius, we realize that our country could do 10, i5 or even 20 times 
more. We have a great future. Our disadvantage is that we are located in 

a remote area. If we were a little closer to Europe or the United States, 
our job would be easier. 


But our hope is the African continent. In the future, when world economic 
problems are solved, Africa will be a very important market for Mauritius. 
There is no doubt about that. Even before reaching that point, for the time 
being, meanwhile, I am confident that many companies will be established 

on Mauritius and that the solutions to our economic and social problems will 
be found in a few years. But Mauritians must have optimism, patience and 
everyone must take care of himself. As for us, the government, we will do 
everything to aid any initiative from any organization, association or in- 
dividual. 


We are doing everything to make the loans from the Development Bank more 
flexible, to encourage small and medium-size businesses and crafts. 


The Mauritian people are sufficiently enlightened and educated and have inter- 
nationally recognized experience enabling them to adapt to any situation 

and to new technologies. Mauritians are hard workers when they want to be. 

I believe that the time has come on the island of Mauritius for everyone 

to do his best, to think not only of gaining, but also of offering something 
to his country, of working. 


It is in work that the future lies. We have to produce. The country's greatest 
disadvantage today is its lack of foreign exchange. And the only way to 

obtain that exchange is by producing, by exporting, by welcoming tourists 

who come to spend their money on Mauritius, and by trying not to consume 

luxury articles, which are expensive. We must be able to make certain sacri- 
fices. That is what I have to say to the people. 
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MAURITIUS 


UNITED LABOR FRONT ORGANIZATION ESTABLISHED 
Port Lous LE MAURICIEN in French 7 Mar 84 pp l, 4 


[Text] The country's five principal trade union federations officially an- 
nounced yesterday the establishment of a United Labor Front. This is the out- 
come of several working meetings that enabled the five organizations to agree 
on certain points and to make common cause on such matters of national inter- 
est directly affecting workers as dismissals, continual price increases, at- 
tacks on the freedom of unions and sectoral negotiations. The following be- 
long to this front organization: the Mauritius Labour Congress (MLC), the 
United Workers Federation (FTU), the National Trade Union Front (FSN), the 
General Workers Federation (GWF) and the Federation of Progressive Unions 
(FPU). 


In announcing the creation of this front organization at a press conference 
yesterday, M. C. Bhagirutty, president of the MLC, stated that the FSU will 
practice a neutral and apolitical form of trade unionism. The front's objec- 
tive is to foster consultation among the five federations and the taking of 
joint positions in all points having to do directly or indirectly with work- 
ers' rights, especially when these suffer injury. "Such a front," said 
Bhagirutty, is more necessary then ever in the present socio-economic context." 
He spoke of the “unshakeable solidarity" of the country's five trade union 
federations. 


The leader of each of the four other organizations then reported on the mat- 
ters on which the front organization is working. President of the FTU Soodhun 
said that the five federations, which have all made statements before the 
select committee on the IRA, insist that this law be replaced by more demo- 
cratic legislation and that the Public Order Act be abrogated and not simply 
amended, because "this law is a sword of Damocles hanging over the head of the 
trade union movement and workers in general." 


The FIU president reiterated the position of the front organization's five 
members with regard to sectoral negotiations, which they reject, as they do 
any increase in rice and flour prices, which he called unacceptable. Soodhun 
recalled what had happened in Tunisia recently, following the imposition by 
the IMF of an increase in the price of wheat flour, which resulted in an in- 
crease in the price of bread in that country. 
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The 5 federations also stated their position on the Export Processing Zone 
Act, which, in their opinion, ought to be re-examined, because conditions in 
the free zone after 14 years of existence are no longer what they once were. 
The FSU will see to it that free education is maintained and will oppose any 
attempt to reduce the rate of raises for public sector employees, as the IMF 
has recommended, because the efficiency of a teacher, doctor or other of- 
ficial cannot be quantified. 


Taking the floor next, Claude Genevieve of the FSN noted "the front organiza- 
tion's concern over the government's tendency to resort to repressive measures." 
"There have been direct attacks on the freedom of trade unions and the path of 
repression that the government wants ic take will not be easy," Genevieve 
said. The FSN president denounced the attitude of the government, which, "for 
the first time since Mr Venkatasamy has been president of the FSSC, has for- 
bidden him to leave the country in order to take part in an important World 
Confederation of Labor Conference. Mr Venxatasamy is attached to that organ- 
ization's confederation office as representative for Africa."' The five feder- 
ations have threatened to raise the question in the international organiza- 
tions with which they are affiliated--the World Federation of Trade Unions and 
CGT in the GWF's case, the CFDT in the FTU's case--and in the International 
Labor Organization (ILO). 


For his part, Gaetan Pillay of the GWF expressed the front organization's 
"concern" over the continuing wave of dismissals and denounced the "abuses" 
of some employers who take advantage of the workers' vulnerability. Whereas 
there were 3,396 dismissals between June 1982 and June 1983, since July of 
last year, more than a thousand cases have come before the TCSB [expansion 
unknown]. He noted that there are firms that dismiss workers and a month 
later hire them again on a temporary basis or under different conditions. He 
cited the case of firms that forbid their workers to unionize. 


N. Maoram of the FPU, in his statement, spoke of increases in the prices of 
water, oil and other basic commodities, which affect the workers' buying power 
and standard of living. In this context, he announced the decision of the 
trade union federations to re-examine their decision to participate in the 
"Price Advisory Committee," because "the federations do not wish to make then- 
selves look ridiculous or be accessories to certain decisions affecting the 
workers." 


12336 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


REPORTAGE ON PROGRESS OF PORT PROJECTS 
Port Minister Speaks 
Beira DIARIO DE MOCAMBIOUE in Portuguese 7 Mar 84 p 4 


Text] The Coordinating Council of the Ministry of Ports, Railways and the 
Merchant Marine{[MPCFMM] has been meeting in Maputo since Monday morning. The 
meeting will end on Saturday. 


Welcoming the participants at the opening session, Minister Alcantaro Santos 
explained that since the last Coordinating Council, the dynamics of Mozambican 
society have been presenting important indi-ations of significant strides in 
our revolution, 


The minister spoke of the Fourth FRELIMO Party Congress and the events resulting 
from the implementation of its directives. 


According to Minister Santos, the Fourth Party Congress led to greater responsi- 
bilities for the port railway sector, in its active role in the nation's 
economy. 


“Because we play an active part in regional cooperation and in providing the 
services which will free us from dependence, we must accelerate our work pace," 
the PCFMM minister said. 


One of the important items on the agenda of this Coordinating Council will be 
the study of ways to improve the lrving conditions of the workers, particularly 
in the areas where they are the poorest. 


The council will also discuss ways to consolidate and improve the management 
of the companies linked to the MPCFM™, 


Coordinating Council Meeting 


Maputo TEMPO in Portuguese 11 Mar 84 pp 12-13 


[Text] With the major objective of reorganizing the port-railway sector, the 
Coordinating Council of the Ministry of Ports, Railways and the Merchant Marine 
has been meeting since last Monday. 
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In addition to the reorganization of the MCPFMM to make it more operational, 
the Coordinating Council studied a proposal for the creation of union branches 
in the sector. Regarding reorganiztion, the participants in the meeting dis- 
cussed the structure of the ministry and the functions of the agencies to be 
created, as well as the mechanisms that would lead to greater efficiency. 


The Coordinating Council analyzed the study for the creation of directorates 

by sector and function, which implies the appointment of the respective national 
directors. In general session, the council also approved a proposal to hold 

a national meeting in which the agenda would focus on the social problems of 
all the port-railway workers. 


That meeting was scheduled for this May. Among the topics to be taken up are 
work safety, the enlistment of the lLongshoremen and the battle against hunger. 
The enlistment of the longshoremen as effective cadres in the port-railway sec- 
tor has been proceeding satisfactorily in the last 2 years. 


Reviewing the major achievements during 1983, Minister Alcantara Santos noted 
the important role which the sector has played in the development of the country 
and in regional cooperation. A noteworthy aspect of this regional cooperation 
was the signing, last year, of financial agreements for the initiation of the 
renovation project on the rail line linking the port of Nacala to the city of 
Nampula. 

Renovation of the Nacala-Fntre-Lagos line was the first project of the SATCC 

{ Southern African Transportation Coordination Conference] involving a major 
manpower effort and a large financial outlay, to make it possible to complete 
the project in the last quarter of 1983, 


Coastal Station 
Beira DIARIO DF MOCAMBIQUE in Portuguese 10 Mar 84 p 16 


[Text] Construction work on the Coastal Station of Nacala, Nampula Province, 
can be considered to be well along, having been initiated only in June 1983, 
At this time the installation of the antennae and the facilities in which the 
receiving center will be installed have already been completed. 


This newspaper learned from individuals involved in the project that Construtora 
Integral de Nampula is responsible for its execution; the company took on about 
40 men for the undertaking. 


The project was designed in 1981, and its completion (expected in the intermediate 
future) will mean a significant step in terms of maritime security, since con- 
tinuing contact will be maintained with all ships navigating in Mozambican coastal 
waters. 
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MO ZAMB [QUE 


BRIEFS 





FRENCH ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE--Mozambique and France yesterday signed two loan 
agreements for agricultural projects in Mozambique. One loan, for roughly 
4 million, is to finance the rehabilitation of copra production north or 
Quelimane in the central province of Zambezia. ‘The other loan, for 

4.5 million, is aimed at increasing vegetable production in the green zone 
around Maputo city. Both loans are repayable over 10 years with a 5-year 
grace period at an interest rate of 4.5 percent. [Excerpt] [MB311123 

Maputo in English to Southern Africa 1100 GMT 31 Mar 84 MB] 


SOVIET COTTON STUDIES--A total of 25 varieties of cotton seeds were identified 

in the national centre for agronomic investigation, in Nampula, following work 
being carried out by Soviet specialists. According to NOTICLAS newspaper, 

the experiments began in 1981 have already allowed for an increase in the 
development of cotton production in that part of the country. The Soviet 
specialists say that it will be possible to obtain 3 metric tons of cotton per 
hectare with more thorough knowledge of cotton farming and correct application 

of agronomy. [Text] [Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1030 GMT 26 Mar 84 MB] 


ITALIAN JOINT COMMISSION--The Mozambique joint commission met in Rome last week. 
Italy will participate in repairing the damage caused by Cyclone Domoina to the 
railroad linking Maputo to Swaziland. Italy will donate approximately $750.00 
for the project. [Summary] [Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1030 GMT 

27 Mar 84 MB] 


CSO: 3400/758 
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NIGER 


ILLEGAL ENRICHMENT, UNBRIDLED AMBITION OF NIGERIENS RAPPED 
Niamey EL SAHEL in French 8 Mar 84 p l 
[Commentary by Joseph Seydou Allakaye: 'Rigor and Vigilance in Administration" ] 


[Text] During his comprehensive tour of Dosso department, Chief of State Gen- 
eval Seyni Kountche spoke at the arrondissement headquarters of Dogon-Doutchi 
on the subject of the diversion of public funds and illegal enrichment. These 
two subjects, which are of continuing concern to the chief of state, represent 
very serious problems that are the topic of endless discussion. 

The phenomenon is not new, unfowtunately, It has, however, expanded to a 
nationwide scale. This is the reason for the chief of state's bitter obser- 
vation: for some time now diversion of public funds has been increasing 
noticeably. For our own part, we would add that the propensity to try to get 
rich in an illegal manner is feverishly embraced by a goodly number of our 
compatriots. 


It would almost seem that some people had suddenly lost their memories. In- 
deed, they appear to forget that once the FAN [Nigerien Armed Forces) came to 
power, the CMS [Supreme Military Council] and the government immediately made 
it clear to everyone that henceforth current and potential natural resources 
would be utilized rationally. 


Family Granary 


What more is there to say other than that from now on no one will be able to 
exploit the state's wealth with impunity as if it were the family granary? 
Alas, in practice, Nigeriens have preferred to thumb their noses at that im- 
portant decision, which represents a course of action the government and the 
CMS simply must pursue in order to correct the disastrous situation which pre- 
viously prevailed, when people were engaged in embezzling, stealing, profiteer- 
ing and accumulating wealth for all they were worth. 


The situation was so bad that, had it not been for the draconian measures taken 
by the state, some Nigeriens would by now have acquired land on the moon. For 
there are still many people predisposed toward schemes of every sort, people 

of considerable sophistication, audacity and tenacity, who are willing to take 
any risk. 
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So it is starting all over again, if indeed it every really stopped! Ap- 
parently, we do not understand the reasons very well, for as the chief of 
state said in Dogon-Doutchi, even the bleak economic crisis we are experien- 
cing cannot explain the resurgence of this phenomenon. That is how it is, for 
the moment. 


Even under these conditions, the state will not stand idly by. Let the word 
go forth! For as Gen Seyni Kountche stated, in unequivocal terms, "We will 
wage a relentless struggle against anyone who would divert national resources 
to other purposes and personal ends.'"' The message could not be clearer. In 
addition, effective structures will be established to eliminate the short- 
comings of the accounting and management system that has prevailed to date. 


Henceforth, prefectural officials must make judicious use of the technical 
personnel placed under their authority. On a larger scale, a more rigorous 
system of administration and accounting will be set up within the Ministry of 
Financial Affairs. That will provide the tools and means needed to make war 
on diversion and illegal enrichment. And that will be no mean undertaking. 


Sense of Responsibility. 


At bottom is the fact that the Nigerien loves easy money, he loves for people 
to talk about his possessions, the means at his disposal, his important con- 
nections, his ability to buy his way out of problems.... That is the sad 
truth. Now we realize that everyone is marching to the same beat: everyone 
wants to appear to be what they are not. No matter how it is accomplished: 
only the results count. 


We all know that it is not pleasant to be poor, to be forever on the dole. 
But that is a far cry from nourishing unlimited ambitions.... People shauld 
think things through thoroughly before they act, and they should act on what 
they believe to be right. Sometimes people make decisions in a matter of 
seconds that will hawe consequences that will follow them all their lives, 
like a tin can tied to our feet. 


Thus, prudence...Niger can never be a country where everyone is a billionaire. 
Poor or rich, we are all still real Nigeriens. And it is only as such that 
we are entitled to feel pride in doing something--however modest--to help the 
country's development. Even if we already have that sense of responsibility, 
it is still a point well worth making. We all have the right to nourish am- 
bitions, as long as they are legitimate. 


9516 
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SENEGAL 


MANY-SIDED TIES OF COOPERATION WITH JAPAN NOTED 
Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 27 Feb 84 p 6 
[Article: “A Cooperation Already in Orbit” ] 


[Excerpts] Cooperation ties between Japan and Senegal have been relatively 
slow to really solidify. Perhaps the reason is the fact that diplomatic 
relations themselves were established only after a little more than a decade 
of Senegal's independence. 


Rise ‘ 


Hence, 3 years ago and after the official visit in April 1979 of former 
President Senghor to this country, things shifted increasingly toward the 
development of many-sided ties of cooperation between Senegal and Japan: 
in 1978, the latter's assistance to the former for its development was on 
the order of US $1,490,000, including in particular what the Japanese call 
“major aid, technical cooperation, donations and grants-in-aid.” 


Subsequently it continued to rise only to fall at the end of 1982. The 
figures are: $3,390,000, in 1979, $4,550,000 in 1980, $8,200,000 in 1981 
and $5,870,000 in 1982. These figures, which I obtained from an official 
Japanese source in Tokyo, concern directly and solely bilateral aid and were 
calculated on the basis of a net payment. 


From 1977 to 1982, various participations by Japan in development activities 
in Senegal amounted to 14.34 billion CFA francs. They were divided into 

21 donations and a single loan. The latter involved the construction of 

the Dara-Linguere highway for the amount of approximately 2.5 billion yen: 
3.75 billion CFA francs. By August of last year, 64 percent of this loan 

or 1.6 billion yen* had already been paid. Granted in 1979, this loan is 
repayable in 30 years, with a 10-year grace period and at an interest rate 
of 3.5 percent. 


The donations address the fishing, national education, farming and health 
sectors and also involve increasing food production, supplying water to rural 





*One yen is currently approximately the equivalent of 1.50 CFA francs. 
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areas, bringing emergency supplies to assist the people suffering from 
drought, building refrigeration chains in the country's interior to freeze 
fish and seafood, preventing brush fires, etc. 


Japan-Senegalese technical cooperation has recently embraced the area of high 
technology with the signature of an agreement between the two governments to 
establish a professional training center in Dakar at the cost of 1,070,000 
yen. The latter is under construction near FIDAK. 


On this occasion, a study mission from the Japan International Cooperation 
Agency [AJCI] visited the Senegalese capital from 29 January to 5 February 
1984. The center will administer classes in the following disciplines: 
electronics, electricity and mechanics. Currently completing their training 
in Tokyo, as a matter of fact under the auspices of the JICA [Japan Inter- 
national Cooperation Agency]--to borrow the usually used, official English 
title, four Senegalese trainees wili return to the country in a few days. 
Seven more have been following in their footsteps for a month. All are 
destined to occupy teaching jobs later in the center in question. 


Of course these days cooperation among nations would not be possible without 
relying on a primarily economic flow of exchanges. Hence, relations between 
Japan and Senegal follow this well established, international reality and 
have for a long time. With regard to Senegal, it is a question of exporting 
primarily seafood, principally fish and shrimp. While as far as Japanis ' 
concerned, it has opened our national markets up for itself to its production 
of automobiles. In 1976, sales from Dakar to Tokyo amount to 2,072,000,000 
CFA francs. In the other direction, they were about 956,000,000. Their 
development since has not been really remarkable when compared with the 
possibilities the two partners have at their disposal and can use to advantage 
with each other. Because the following progressions are noted for Senegal 
regarding its exports to this enormous archipelago in the Pacific in 1979 

and 1980: 1,669,000,000 and 2,301,900,000 CFA francs, according to the 

BCEAO [Central Bank of the West African States], itself citing Senegal's 
foreign trade offices as the source. These figures differ strikingly from 
the ones that can be gotten out of the documents of the same BCEAO, based, 
moreover, on those of the EEC's Office of Statistics. These show, in the 
same direction (for 1979, 1980, 1981 and 1982), in Senegal's favor, 2,365; 
3,212; 4,329; and 4,613 in millions of CFA francs. Meanwhile, Japan, for the 
same years of reference and according to the same source, exported to Senegal 
successively 2,998; 1,925; and 4,657, again in millions of CFA francs. 
Senegal's ambassador to Japan, Keba Birane Cisse, feels that the level of 
trade in both directions is still very inadequate. He told me this in Tokyo. 
I should say that the same attitude was also expressed to me there by some 
Japanese, from government agencies as well as from the private sector. 

And as if to corroborate all that in a concrete fashion and while I was still 
there, I saw Ambassador Cisse leave by plane for Nagoya, a large Japanese 
business center; together with Amadou Lamine Camara, the Free Zone 
representative in Japan, to talk with some 40 businessmen and commercial 
operators, with a view to interesting them in our country, its projects and 
the investment possibilities that the latter can offer them. Following this 
contact, that was to prove fruitful, the Japanese they spoke with immediately 
decided to send an inspection mission to Senegal. 
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Recent Cooperation 


We know already that an important Japanese group, Taiyo Fishery, has gone 
into a sort of joint venture with some Senegalese to establish SENEPESCA 


[Senegal Fish] in Dakar. 


This company's tenth anniversary was celebrated 


in the Senegalese capital a few months ago, in the presence of high officials 
from Taiyo Fishery, particularly that of the vice president of this very 
important group, Yoshiro Amatatsu, with whom I had the opportunity to talk 


at his headquarters in Tokyo. 


Moreover, Kanematsu Gosho Limited is a receiver 


in the implementation of the project to mine iron in Senegal-Oriental by 
taking shares in MIFERSO [Senegal-Oriental Iron Mines], in which it is 


investing capital. 


lately given the impression of getting past the infancy stage. 


Japan-Senegal, a recent cooperation, that has just only 


Projects in Senegal Financed by the Japanese Government from 1981 to 1984* 


in the Form of Grants-in-Aid 


Name of Project 


Amount 


Signature Date 











Food assistance (rice) 

Purchase of an electronic 
microscope 

Construction of refrigeration 
chains at Bakel and Matam 

Intensification of Senegal's 
health coverage 

Construction of a professional 
and technical trainin center 
in Dakar 

Purchase of fertilizers, 
insecticides and farm 
machinery 

Purchase of rice from Japan 


377,000,000 
30,000,000 


600,000,000 


370,000,000 


1,070,000,000 


200,000,000 


374,000,000 


Projects Financed by the Japanese Government 


Name of Project 





Supplementary drilling 
equipment program 
Professional training center 


in Dakar project, second phase 


Project to prevent brush fires 
Farm motor mechanization 
campaign in Casamance 
Supplying Japanese rice 
and American wheat 
Oceanographic research ship 





*The amounts are in Japanese yen 
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Amount 





650,000,000 
930,000,000 


370,000,000 
300,000,000 


498,000,000 


640,000,000 
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10 
17 


17 


28 


26 


24 


24 


November 
January 


January 
May 


August 


December 


December 


1981 
1982 


1982 


1982 


1982 


1982 


1982 


Signature Date 





1 April 1983 in 


15 July 1983 in 


15 July 1983 in 
13 October 1983 


13 October 1983 


Dakar 


Dakar 


Dakar 
in Dakar 


in Dakar 
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FRENCH AID REPORTEDLY TRIPLES DURING LAST 5 YEARS 
Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 29 Feb 84 p 7 
[Article by Amadou Fall: “Productive Ties” ] 


[Text] The severity of the world recession and its limiting impact on 
national economies apparently have not affected the dynamic quality of French 
public assistance to Senegal. Quite the contrary. It has tripled even in 
the last 5 years, going from 23.5 billion CFA francs in 1979 to more than 

69 billion CFA francs at the end of last year. 


The magnitude of this flow corresponds to a constant updating of the 
agreements of 29 March 1974, in the perspective of their evolution toward 
a cooperation covering all possible sectors for collaboration, trade and 
support between countries that are now independent but share a certain 
common destiny. 


This cooperation currently emphasizes two axes recognized as fundamental: 

aid to economic development and in personnel. In 1983 the Aid and Cooperation 
Fund [FAC] devoted more than 4.5 billion CFA francs to the economic sector, 
with regard to agricultural development, hydraulic power, the utilization 

of natural resources and education and training. 


As a result, the FAC has contributed extensively to the implementation of 
Senegal's policy of food self-sufficiency and to building the dams at Djama. 
It has also been responsible for various studies on the utilization of 
Senegal's natural resources, like iron in the Faleme, new deposits of peat 
phosphates and sources of renewable energy. 


However, the loans accorded by the Central Fund for Economic Cooperation 
{CCCE] are much bigger than this assistance accorded in the form of grants- 
in-aid. The CCCE's contribution has grown very considerably, due to the 
broadening of its area of assistance, particularly to the sectors of 
electrification and telecommunications, but also due to very large con- 
tributions for the purpose of supporting the government investment and 
financial recovery program. Strengthened by this and with an overall 
pledged amount of more than 25.5 billion CFA francs in 1983, the assistance 
of the Central Fund for Economic Cooperation has just set a new record. 
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A record that goes counter to the reduction of technical assistance. In fact 
this movement is a response to a concerted policy to employ only Senegalese. 
In 1980, France and Senegal decided to eliminate 280 jobs each year. 

But this was suspended as early as the first year of its implementation. 

Only about 80 new jobs [sic] were eliminated in 1983 and in 1984. Last 
January exactly 1,162 French cooperation personnel remained in Senegal. 


They cost France close to 15 billion CFA francs, or half of the assistance 
accorded in the form of grants-in-aid (27.7 billion). Taking everything 
into consideration, the counterpart--1.5 billion--is just as much a burden 
on the national budget. A basic factor in any real economic development, 
education-training, makes it possible, by virtue of the special emphasis 
that is currently being put on this sector of cooperation, to envisage 

a lifting of all technical assistance in the years to come. And hence 

to going beyond the immediate objective of the currently visible cooperation 
personnel. 
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SENEGAL 


FAC GRANT PROVIDED, FINANCING AGREEMENTS SIGNED 
Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 29 Feb 84 p 7 
[Article by Amadou Fall] 


[Text] For the second time since this year began, the Aid and Cooperation 
Fund [FAC] has granted an additional 440 million francs in aid to Senegal. 
The two financing agreements involved were signed yesterday afternoon by 
George Martres, the head of France's assistance and cooperation mission, 
and our minister of economy and finances. 


The first agreement concerns a 250-million franc contribution by the FAC 

to partially finance the “integrated rural development project in western 
Senegal and Casamance.” The projected goal is to increase cotton and grain 
production. SODEFITEX [Company for Fibers and Textiles] is responsible for 
implementing this project, which requires 15 billion in overall financing 
spread out over a 5-year period. 


It pledges the contribution of the Saudi Fund World Bank, the French 
Association of Volunteers for Progress, the Central Fund for Economic 
Cooperation (CCCE) and the FAC. The CCCE's participation comes to 5.4 
billion and the FAC's to 1.1 billion CFA francs. In this context, the FAC 
is responsible for the low-yield expenditures: the accompanying projects 
in the areas of training, literacy, village health and hydraulic power, 
among others. 


It is also responsible for renovating SODEFITEX's production areas and 
increasing its equipment and technical resources. 


The second agreement, in the amount of 190 million CFA francs, will make 

it possible to make very noticeable progress in the project to modernize 
the Ziguinchor hospital, a project that is entering the second phase of its 
implementation. It was begun in 1970 on an initial FAC appropriation of 

95 million francs. Another 150 million was made available by this same 
financial source in 1981. 


The agreement signed yesterday is going to help in the completion of the 
construction and development work begun in 1982. It involves the maternity 
ward, gynecological services and technical units. The renovation of the 








remaining plant equipment: (laundry room, garages and surgery department) 
and the construction of a new morgue will also be charged on it. 


The minister of economy and finances pointed it out yesterday: the 
conclusions of the last joint French-Senegalese commission reveal that 

an additional 100-million-franc grant will be made during the year to 

the Ziguinchor hospital for the purchase of medicine. This amount wiil 
consequently raise the total of nonrepayable assistance granted by the 
FAC for such medical development to 535 million CFA francs. According to 
Mamoudou Toure, this is a clear indication of the “intensity, permanence 
and privileged character of French-Senegalese cooperation.” 
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SOMALIA 


BRIEFS 


PRC RED CROSS GIFT--The chairman of the SDR Red Crescent, (Challe Abdi Nur 
Yuruf Ahmad), this morning received a $20,000 check from the PRC ambassador 
to the SDR, Mr Wang Shikun. The money, which is a gift to the SDR Red 
Crescent from the PRC Red Cross, is for the Somali people affected by the 
prolonged drought and other problems resulting from a lack of clean water. 


[Excerpt] [LD0O10157 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 1115 GMT 31 Mar 
84 EA] 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


NATIONALIST PRESS COMMENTS ON BY-ELECTION DEFEATS 
Lesson Worth Remembering 
Captetown DIE BURGER in Afrikaans 18 Feb 84 p 10 


[Article by Political Columnist Dawie: "If Those Two Results Are Dissected 
to the Core™] 


[Text] Fortunately, after the initial disappointing reaction over this 
week's two by-elections, something rather positive can again be mentioned. 


From discussions within the Nationalist Party it is clear that a hard look, 
without searching for excuses, is being taken at what happened in Soutpans- 
berg and Pinetown. 


Undeserved 


The prevailing impression is that Nationalists think that things should never 
have gone the way they did. Somewhere mistakes were made and these must be 
pointed out as soon as possible and avoided at any price in the future. 


The great shame is that the two results are now being exploited in a manner 
aimed at throwing out of gear the course and momentum of the Nationalist 
Party at the height of the referendum. It is being used in an attempt to 
undo the good work of 2 November. 


The feeling is that the Nationalist Party did not deserve something like 
this and is not going to permit it. 


There is no single reason to believe that the two results are representative 
of the country as a whole and that the voters thinking in general is already 
different than it was a few months ago. 

A Matter of Style 


Excuses are easy to come by. 


Some rather strong arguments are being brought up to the effect that 
Soutpansberg is in a region of the country where the Treurnicht faction has 


~ 
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entrenched itself and the cloud overshadowing former Minister Fanie Both'a 
resignation as a member of parliament has exacted its price. 


There is also something in that Pinetown was, in any case, a seat of the 
Progressive Federal Party and that the Progressives won simply because of the 
fact that they put all their strength there. 


However, everybody knows that this is not the entire story. Mistakes in the 
approach and in strategy were made and, not without a bit of regret, we 
wonder what the result might have been if another style of election would 
have been employed against the Progressive Federal Party and Conservative 
Party extremists. 


No Sweat 


In the case of Soutpansberg there were apparently Nationalists who figured 
that the by-elections could be held in an easy going manner, because the 
momentum of the referendum would, in any case, carry them to victory. 


Moreover it was being said chat there was no need to make a big fuss about 
the by-election and that the whole thing could simply be handled without 

any sweat. Let it happen as soon and as quietly as possible and then we'll 
go on from there! 

But there is no such thing as an unimportant by-election. A striking proof 
of this is given by the series of by-elections of the last few years and for 
those who know this is true of our political past. Some of them have also 
played a decisive role in the country's political development. 


Furthermore anyone could have certainly foreseen that the two opposition 
parties of the far left and the far right would have been doing everything 
in their power to try to save the battered image they suffered in the refer- 
endum and do so as soon as possible. 


A Great Splash 


A child could have guessed that they would have considered avictory with no 
less importance, but would have made a great noisy splash of it. 


No, the kind of opportunistic opposition groups existing in South Africa 
renders it necessary that they be combatted with force and decisiveness at 
every opportunity. A half hearted campaign and organization are not the kind 
of weapons to be used in putting them in their place and keeping them there. 


In Pinetown the Nationalist Party stayed back leaving the field to the New 
Republic Party. It must give the Nationalist Party food for thought in seeing 
how the New Republic Party let the opportunity slip by its fingers. 


The Progressives had realized that they were cornered and after the referendum 
they had to literally fight for their life. For that reason they poured in a 





great deal of money and hordes of organizers. It was an effort at a 
salvaging action like few have seen. 


And what about the New Republic Party? Its organization was not only a 
miserable one; it was practically non-existent. 


One Wonders 


The approximately 1,100 ballots cast in favor of the Progressive Federal 
Party against the 100 for the new Republic Party shows what was happening. 
[The Progressives’ majority of only 880 indicates that in reality the Pro- 
gressives had a very bad time on election day. 


So one wonders about this: What if we had gotten on the bandwagon actively 
and with determination against the Progressives in Pinetown...’ 


Extremist Rejoicing Premature 
Johannesburg DIE VADERLAND in Afrikaans 17 Feb 84 p 10 
(Editorial: "Soutpansberg Is Not the Beginning" 


[Text] Soutpansberg is certainly a disappointment for the Nationalist Party. 
I could have and should have retained this seat. Moreover the cause must not 
be sought in only the 10 percent lower vote percertage compared to the May 
election, because in the general election of 1981, the Nationalist Party 
retained the seat in an identical vote percentage against both the HNP 
[Reconstituted Nationalist Party] and an independent candidate. 


There are reasons for self examination on the part of the Nationalist Party. 
There are indications that its organization was not a topnotch one. the use 
of the official car for electioneering on the part of Mr Hein Kruger, the 
Nationalist Party candidate for Parliament, was a bit of injudiciousness 
which no doubt cost him some votes on the part of those who were angered by 
this. Moreover, the impression had stuck that the Nationalist Party had 
begun to regard itself as invincible and irreplaceable. This is dangeious. 
Undeniably several factors played into the hands of the Conservative Party: 
The elections tired community (the third election in 12 months) and the hard 


to forget circumstances under which its previous member of parliament resignec 


These things worked against the Nationalist Party and in such a situation the 


opposition party's candidate always gets the advantage. The HNP's withdrawal] 
in the very nick of time could perhaps have given the Conservative Party just 
the handful of votes which carried it to victory. The hope for unity among 
the right wing elements could have contributed to HNP members casting their 


votes for the Conservative Party. 


However, in the consieryvative world (the only negative sore spot in thi 
referendum), winning by a narrow majority of nearly 500 votes belies the 
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right element's prediction that Soutpansberg could be the turning point in 
the tide. To make this sort of claim the Conservative Party should have done 
a great deal better. | 


There is no need for the Nationalist Party and for the government as well to 
have any fears about a counter tide of elements from the right. Soutpansberg 
is just a simple confirmation that there is a brackish spot in the otherwise 
preponderously favorable referendum. 


Yesterday's by-election results presage the beginning of the end for two 
parties: For the HNP, because after Soutpansberg nobody will ever again 
believe that it is of any value other than being a disruptive voice for the 
Conservative Party, and for the New Republic Party, which could not even 
succeed in attracting Nationalist votes even thought the Nationalist Party 
left the field open for them. 


But the Progressive Federal Party would have to do a lot better than keeping 
Pinetown, even under such favorable conditions, in order to justify the 
optimism of its leader. 


The results were a victory tor good government. They will stiffen the alert- 
ness of the government and convince the Nationalist Party of the necessity of 
maint2zining contact with the voter 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


RESTATEMENT OF FRONTLINE POLICY PUBLISHED 
Johannesburg FRONTLINE in English Mar 84 p 3 


[Editorial ] 


[Text ] 


ITH both Dr Treurnicht and Azapo and various 
WW ev inbetween stating their case in this issue, 

Frontline is in for a heftier dose than normal of 
allegations of schizophrenia, heresy, creeping fascism, crypto- 
communism, and the rest. 

Which makes it an appropriate time for a restatement of 
policy. 

Long-standing readers will, we hope, humour this, They 
have seen such things a few times over the last 35 editions and 
may be forgiven for thinking that it is something of an in- 
dulgence for a magazine to talk about itself. 

They might be so good as to bear in mind that Frontline 
still comes across as a rare beast to newer readers. It is neither 
fish nor fowl, in an environment where virtually all media 
reflect the interests of a particular faction. The idea of trying 
to speak for a whole South Africa, looking for both the legi- 
timate and the illegitimate in the perspectives of all its differ- 
ent components, remains outlandish, and causes confusion. 

Foremost, Frontline stands for trying to build a better 
South Africa. Obviously this must include a political vision, of 
which more in a minute. But it includes other things too. Ways 
of cutting down car theft, eliminating brutality, enhancing art, 
improving productivity. . . Frontline has touched on many 
such issues in the past, but in coming editions will be looking 
harder and sharper at the practical possibilities of making our 
society a healthier one by tackling concrete problems great 
and small. 

More broadly, one major feature of the quest to build a 
better society is the provision of understanding of other 
people’s positions. South Africa is still in many ways a frontier 
society, with its different people seeing one another as 
enemies, and usually as malign enemies at that. For instance, 
there are plenty of white people who genuinely see it as quite 
wicked and disgustingly greedy for blacks to demand equal 
citizenship in a common society. But of course if they were 
black they would see this demand as no more than purely 
basic, and its denial as the wickedness. There are liberals who 
see the whole basis of Afrikaner Nationalism as nothing but a 
trumped-up excuse for oppression, Conservatives who see the 
government as Satanic traitors to the white man’s rights, etc. 
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In South Africa generally there is an extremely low level of 
credit granted to the bona fides of those with whom one 
disagrees. 

Frontline’s attitude is that there is very little pure evil. 
There is probably very little pure good either, for that 
matter, but the prevailing outlook in South Afnca is that 
those on the other side are evil. Our concern in this respect 1s 
to provide a forum where opposing parties can acquire an 
understanding aS to why their opponents think what they 
tlunmnk. That is not tc Suggest that since Nractically evervone 
has a reason for thinking what he thinks theiefore everyone is 
right. It is rathe’ to stimulate an environment where South 
Africans take each other’s concerns seriously instead of vainly 
continuing to try to secure some sort of conquest by their 
own faction — inevitably the “good’’ ~ over the others. Sheer 
understanding is one element of creating a better South Africa, 
and a sorely unfulfilled one. Where that understanding serves 
to break down the “enemies” psychosis we suffer from it is 
doubly valuable. 

More specifically, people want to know what side is Front- 
line on. ‘ 

Our attitude is that South Africa both will be and ought to 
be one country, a country with some 30-million citizens 
Crisply, what that boils down to is that we are whole-heartedly 
in favour of one-man-One-vote. 

This is both for practical reasons and moral ones. Practical- 
ly, because that is the absolutely inevitable outcome in any 
case, and the sooner we get there the better the prospect of 
making it work. Morally, because nothing else is justifiable. 

White South Africa has talked itself into believing that this 
is a virtually insane proposition. “‘Look,” it says, pointing to 
the ills — some real, some exaggerated, some imaginary — of 
Zimbabwe: “look at what happens when the blacks take 
over.”’ Actually, those whites are drawing the wrong lesson 
from Zimbabwe. They should rather be saying “Look what 
happens when the whites Set their faces so firmly against the 
inevitable that when it finally comes about it is through war 
and destruction and hostility, with revenge and resentment 
and inflated expectations the order of the day.”’ 


Most white South Afncans see red at the very idea of equal 
citizenship. It is common for self-proclaimed moderate oppo- 
nents of apartheid to announce that this is some Sort of left- 
wing idea. They would rather talk vaguely of some unspecified 
“black participation in the political process’’, meaning that 
they want to have their cake and eat it. They want enough 
apartheid to ensure that whites finally maintain control, but 
not so much as to be the pariah of the world. But the alter- 
native to apartheid is no apartheid, not less apartheid. 


No apartheid is what we are going to end up with eventual- 
ly. The question is whether we get there through the whites 
playing their full part in finding the way, winning a role for 
themselves as respected members of a full South African society 
or whether we go through more and more turmoil and dis- 
ruption as the years go by, with increasing bitterness all round, 
until we finally reach that cataclysm which is so commonly 
predicted to be lying in wait somewhere in the future. 

Frontline’s interest is in getting there the way that is good 
for everyone, the white people as well as the black, through 
open communication and open-mindednes 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


DISCRIMINATORY NEWSPAPER REPORTAGE CRITICIZED 
Johannesburg FRONTLINE in English Mar 84 p 31 


[Article: "Extra Phoney'’] 


[Text ]} E picture on the front page of the 
newspaper shows a trade unionist 


addressing a meeting of black school- 
kids. The kids, in the school uniforms, 
are members of the Azanian Students 
Movement. The unionist is telling them 
about “the forms of violence perpetrated 
against blacks’. One of these was ‘“‘our 
deprived education.”’ Another is direct 
violence. ‘‘More of us are going to be kill- 
ed and maimed unless we do something 
about it.” 

The next story, also at the top of the 
page, reports a woman cnppled during 
°76 addressing a Service for a 15-year-old 
girl who was knocked down by a police 
car during school disturbances. ‘The 
‘system’ ’’, she tells her audience from her 
wheelchair, “is ourenemy and we have to 
be prepared to make great sacrifices in 
figh ting it.”” 


QUESTION: Which news- 
paper can this be? The Sowetan, per- 
haps? The ANC Bulletin, Sechaba? Anti- 
Apartheid News? 

ANSWER: The Star. 


“What!? ’ say innumerable loyal and 
long-standing readers of The Star. ““We’ve 
becn reading The Star for thirty years. 
We have it delivered daily to our house in 
Craigh all /Houghton/Mondeor/Wherever. 
We’ve never seen any thing like THAT!”’ 

Spot on, boeta, you haven't. The Star 
we are referring to is The Star's AFRICA 
edition, which is a nice way of saying that 
this is the edition for blacks (and which 
by implication suggests that the edition 
you see is a Europe edition. ) 





Where the Khumalos and the Maka- 
bungs in Soweto and KwaThema are 
seeing a picture of teenage schoolkids 
hearing about the structural violence per- 
petrated by The System. there. Mr 
Jones or Mr Van Schalkwyk. in the verv 
same piace in the very same paper. you 
are seeing a picture of three of South 
Africa’s former beauty queens, “all wear- 
ing their years beautifully”, who “‘caused 
many heads to tum” when they arrived 
to attend a gala ball organised by the 
Union of Jewish Women to mark the 
opening of the “glossy Sandton Sun 
hotel.” 

Where the Khumalos are reading about 
crippled Poppie Buthelezi — shot, we are 
left in no doubt, by the police — pro- 
claiming that the system is the people’s 
enemy, there, Mr Jones, you are reading 
about plans to build a new airport and 
new roads in the Eastern Transvaal over 
the next 20 years. 

Does that mean that Mr Jones is being 
given no information about the Attendge- 
ville schools boycott and the accompanv- 
ing violence” No, he has had a fair 
amount of it, but tar Jess than the blacks 
have, and often very different. For ir- 
Stance, on this page on this day Mr Jones 
is being advised of a statement by the 
Minister of Education and Training that 
the Atteridgeville pupils were “intimi- 
dated by outsiders into staging boycotts.” 
These outsiders, Mr Jones is informed, 
were manipulating schoolchildren “for 
their own political ends by means of cal- 
culated intimidation.” 

Are the Khumalos and Makabungs 
being appraised of this considered state- 
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ment by The Hon Minisier? No, they’re 
not. Not, at least, in their edition of 
The Star. 


So it goes on the same day, black 
readers see the story Bosses will be ac- 
cused, says banker. Moses Maubane of 
the African Bank warns thai black work- 
ers, who “regarded employers as an ex- 
tension of the ‘establishment’ ”’, might 
cause “problems” when the new tax sy- 
stem started. But the bosses themselves 
don’t see that particular report. In its 
place in their edition is yet more about 
the late André Stander. 

A front-page headline in the black edi- 
tion tells us that Relatives go missing 
after removal. In the white Star sub- 
Stantially the same report appears -— 
indeed, at greater length — but under a 
somewhat less emotive headline: Remov- 
al of Mogopa’s people is complete. 

Day after day, the same procedure 
takes place — not only in The Star but 
in most of the major newspapers, which 
call their ethnic editions by various non- 
ethnic euphemisms such as “Extra” 
(copied directly as ‘Ekstra’ by the 
Afrikaans papers looking for coloured 
readers) Or, in the Pretoria News’ case 
even ‘Regional Extra’. 

For vears now there has been sporadic 
criticism of the existence of the Extras. 
Should they be there? Howcome most of 
the papers which carry them are the ones 
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which shout the odds loudest about the 
wrongs of apartheid? Fair questions, but 
the answers aren’t all easy. If the Mail’s 
black readers had been inflicted with the 
endless flood the white editions carried 
about the Windies tour, the result would 
surely be a drastic drop in the sales. And 
white readers too would be tumed off by 
more focus on black affairs. 

Still, it seems odd that newspapers 
which can’t overcome their own apart- 
heid can expect society to do so. 

But there is a more important objec- 
tion. Whether or not there is justifica 
tion for splitting editions, the way it is 
done has the effect of enhancing resent- 
ment among blacks and simultaneously 
enhancing complacency among whites. 

That is absolutely the last thing South 
Africa needs, and it is especially ironic 
that it comes from the very newspapers 
which make the biggest play of the great 
need for better mutual understanding. 

The newspapers have little hesitation 
in identifying flaws in the social re- 
sponsibility of other institutions. And 
they know as well as anyone else that 
South Africais thoroughly cursed by split 
perceptions. The sheer existence of the 
separate editions is bad enough. To allow 
them to serve up a diet which aggravates 
black rejection of society while protect- 
ing white eyes from the bad news, is very 
highly irresponsible. e 








SOUTH AFRICA 


AZAPO RESPONSE TO MABOGOANE ARTICLE PUBLISHED 
Johannesburg FRONTLINE in English Mar 84 p 38 


[Article by Muntu ka Myeza: "Blackness and Africanism"] 


sciousness Movement wouid not r- 

spond to a constructive and instruc- 
tive criticism levelled at either the Aza- 
nian People’s Organisation or the philo- 
sophy of Black Consciousness as such. 
However, Meshack Mabogoane’s state- 
ment which appeared in your last issue of 
“Frontline” necessitates a response from 
us, not because of who or what he is, but 
because his article is misleading. 

Mabogoane’s utterances represent a 
weird if not bizarre brand of Africanism 
— a distortion which reduces this school 
of thought to a naive sectionalist ideolo- 
gical aberration. Present day authorities 
on Africanism define Africans as those 
people who owe their allegiance to Ainca 
on'v. This definition kills Mabogoane’s 
obsessive attempt to narrow the defini- 
tion of Africanism to apply only to peo 
ple of Negroid extraction. 

It would also be instructive for Mabo- 
goane to understand the BC definition 
of Black People fully since he appears to 
have a penchant for using his own in- 
complete definitians to bolster false 
conclusions. Black People, according to 
BC, are not only those people who are 
oppressed, but Black People are those 
who are politically, economically and 
socially oppressed and exploited and who 
identify themselves as a unit in the strug- 
gle for liberation. 

Mabogoane attended the Fourth 
AZAPO Congress at Lenasia registered as 
a “freetance reporter’. It is criminal for 
him to say that AZ APO evaded the eva- 
luation of the term ‘Black’ because this 
was one of the major points of discussion 


[Text ] On we of the Black Con- 





at this Congress. The outcome of the dis- 
cussion and debate was re-affirmation of 
the concept of Blackness. In fact, since 
Mabogoane was present at this Congress 
and was free to enter the debate and dis- 
cussion, he should have had enough cou- 
rage to voice his views there rather than 
adopt the cowardly course of wniting a 
totally deficient and disjointed article for 
the media. 

Also, as a person who attended the 
Congress of AZAPO, Mabogoane should 
know that the AZANIAN People’s Mani- 
festo is not a complete and immutable 
document. AZAPO, at the 4th Con- 
gress (as all the 200-odd organisations 
which attended the National Forum at 
Hammanskraal were exhorted to) re- 
viewed the document and concluded that 
the phrase “racial capitalism” could be 
misleading and that a more precise ana 
lysis would be “racism and capitalism’’. 
As for the idea of the National Forum, 
one only has to look at the Resolutions 
passed at the 3rd Congress of AZAPO in 
February 1983, (at Resolution 9 to be 
precise) which were published and are 
available to the public, to see the genesis 
of the idea of the National Forum. Since 
Meshack Mabogoane wants to portray 
himself as a monitor of political events 
and ideological developments of BC, it 
is very strange that he should miss such 
Significant events and developments 
which are literally taking place under his 
iconoclastic nose. When a man like him- 
self is so badly informed about current 
political events, how can we even begin 
to listen to him when he ventures to in- 
terpret history even as recent as a decade 
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and a half ago? The answer is that he has 
completely discredited himself as a poli- 
tical commentator although his argument 
has a seemingly knowledgeable tone and 
is aS specious as most arguments of BC 
detractors are. (Not that he is one — he 1s 
just a confused Afncanist). 

When one has removed the “pillars” of 
Mabogoane’s argument. what remains is a 
heap of vacuous confabulations. He 
agrees that the “unique identities” of the 
“Africans”, “Coloureds” and “Indians” 
will remain even in AZANIA . The use 
of the term AZANIA is about the only 
point of agreement he has with AZAPO. 
On further scrutiny it is clear that he has 
a very superficial understanding of what 
the term AZANIA represents. The term 
represents a society free of oppression 
and exploitation where there wil be no 
regard tor race. AZANIA will be an ana- 
racist society with no whites, Coloureds, 
Indians or Africans — just AZANIANS 
who belong to the human race. The im- 
plied AZANIA with an “Afncan” master 
race is a fantasy peculiar to Mabogoane. 

Lastly Mabogoane’s understanding of 
concepts appears to be his downfall. He 
argues that “commonality” of oppression 
is synonymous with “equality” of op- 
pression. Because of this he continues 
to say that the BC position was errone- 
ous ab initio although convenient. This is 
wrong. BC never equated “commonali- 
ty” with “equality” but has aiways 
recognised that in a capitalist a racist 
society the oppression and exploitation 
may differ in degree but remain the same 
in kind. The fact that the white system 
seeks to co-opt the so-called Coloureds 
and Indians is not going to delude us into 
mistaking the wood for the trees. 


On the whole Mabogoane’s article has 
pretentiors to pseudo-intellectualism but 
exposes a serious lackin political percept- 
ion. Maybe Mabogoane will be well 
advised to stick to inconsequential com- 
munity counc)] politics, * 








GROWTH OF ENGLISH-SPEAKERS' SUPPORT FOR NP EXPLAINED 


Johannesburg FRONTLINE in English Mar 84 pp 39-42 


SOUTH AFRICA 


[Interview with Kent Durr, Nationalist MP for Maitland; date, place not given] 


[Text ] 


/ 


OST English-speaking readers are easily to remember 
Me: days when “Nationalist’’ was virtually a synonym 

for “Afrikaner”. And we. cocooned in our own ethnic 
box, hardly knew any of them. 

English-speaking Nationalists were as rare as kudu in Eloff 
Street. They would be identified in hushed and hostile tones. 
The phrase: ‘“‘You know he’s a Nat” would be uttered in the 
same way aS “He’s a werewolf”. 

Now no more. A wondrous change has come over the 
collective psyche of English-speaking white South Africa. It 
has been gathering steam for ten vears or more, but has ac- 
celerated drastically since November 2, 1983. English Nats 
are everywhere. No longer is the supercilious Nat-bashing 
of old a safe topic of conversation in the soirees of “Eng- 
lish’’ suburban life. Not only is there quite likely to be a 
genuine Afrikaner Nationalist or two present, but if the 
group is reasonably representative it’s quite likely there’l! be 
a whole batch of the new Nationalists, of the English-speak- 
ing vanety. 

Could it be said that these are of a different ilk to their pre- 
decessors? Perhaps. Those rare English Nats of the SO’s and 
60’s were often peculiarly hardegat types, often bent on pro 
ving their belongingness by outRighting the Right, deeply into 
the donner-the-kaffirs mould. The modern generation are as 
likely as not to protest that they are just as much into change 
and reform as anybody else — and that they re in the Nats 
for that reason. Nat change, they’ll say, is real change. 

Of course, they must necessarily also be into the basic Na- 
tionalist fallacy. which is the continuing assumption that vou 
can deal with Soutn Africa by pretending the blacks don’t be- 
long to it, and thus the Nationalist successes in winning al! 
those English-speakers over must be a source of regret from 
Frontline ’s perspective. So rnust the fact that their affiliation 
to the Nationalists still, although to a diminishing extent, pro- 
vides them with a social er\vironment which makes it more 
respectable to be unconcerred with black people’s problems. 
And which means, although there are as vet few Nationalists 
who will recognise it. that their ability to deal with South 
Afnca’s problems on the whole is impaired 





Nonetheless 


. the regret is tempered. There are very 


cheerful aspects too, to the new phenomenon. For one, it 1s 
striking an enormously healthy nail into the coffin of the old 
Boer/Bnt split, and into the tradition of ethnic politics in 
South Africa. For another, even if it involves a certain nght- 
ward movement amongst English speakers, this is accompani- 
ed by a more important leftward shift within Afnkanerdom. 

After all, who has changed most? Not the new English 
Nats, to whom the idea of black citizenship of South Afnca 
Rather the Afnkaner Nats, for 
whom a generation ago the policy of Kaffer op sy plek en 
Koelie uit die land summed up pretty well the entre philo- 


has always been anathema 


sophy. 


OW do vou account for the growing 
support among English-speakers for 
the National Party? 

The simple answer is that the Nat 
government has not done that badly. 
There have been mistakes, of course, but 
Winston Churchill once said that to be 
nght Sl percent of the time 1s good 
enough, and the Nats have done rather 
better than that. I think this is bome 
out by the Opposition’s difficulty in 
cnticising many of the things we do, 
or say we are going to do. More often 
than not, they can only question our 
good faith, and not our stated intentons. 
The intention to share power with the 
Indians and Coloureds and the emergent 
move towards confederation in the sub- 
continent, are examples of this. The 
emphasis of the Opposition objection 
seems to be that we do not mean what we 
say, that the whole idea is merely a sly 
ploy to maintain White supremacy, parti- 
cularly Nat Party supremacy. We know 
that we do mean what we say, and, 
sooner rather than later, the opposition 
electorate will know it, too. 

The Opposition, even before emer- 
gence of the PFP, has always based its 
electorate appeals on “don’t trust the 
Nats”, hence the Opposition has nearly 
always appeared to be negative, unpro- 
ductive and destructive. Naturally, sup- 
port has dnfted away from them over the 
years, and this includes support at all le- 
vels — from big business to grass-roots. 


Would vuu care to enlarge on your 
assertion that the Nat government had 
not done too badly 

How long do you want this article to 
be? Shall we start with Iscor, opposed 
by the then Opposition as impractical 
and disloyal to Impenal interests, or 
Sasol, ndiculed by the Opposition as a 
silly idea the Germans tned out dunng 
the war, or how about the Hendnk Ver- 


woerd Dam, started by the government 
shortly after Sharpeville, when many op- 
position-minded people were seing their 
travel agents? Or the far-sightedness of 
a young Minister of Defence, Mr P W 
Botha, who wamed the world about in- 
creasing Communist aggression in 1966, 
while the Opposition made jokes about a 
“red under every bed”? 

The point is that, whether they have 
been night or wrong, the National Party 
has always shown a deep, single-mind- 
ed commitment to Africa, in good times 
or bad. This is what has impressed many 
Anglo-South Africans, and other people 
living on this continent 


You were very voung in 1948. when 
the National Party won the genera! elec- 


ty Ly yy ' } : Bi 
flon, hut Nave | many re ile floors dt ali 


OF tne reaction trom Anelo-South Arn- 


86 


cans wnen thls naprene 


immediate family circle 


dd, Dernaps in Vour 


Not really. | thought the general air 
of gloom and doom was because | was 
going to school for the first time. 

| do vividly remember the sense of ut- 
ter forboding when Mr Vorster was elect- 
ed Pnme Minister, mainly because of the 
image of a jack-booted nazi projected by 
the Press, and things said by Opposition 
politicians, 

Hut ventualli ild Time 
cure under a Nat. government. What of 
the black People How could one who 
had doubted the Nat. Party's ability or 
desire to come to terms with black peol le, 
change his mind about the validity of the 
“homelands” policy, or Joke States as 
thev are sometimes called’ 

There were a number of reasons for 
my re-appraisal. In 1976, the sincenty of 
the government was endorsed for me by 
their clear acceptance of Coloured South 
Africans as an integral part of South Afn- 
ca and the plans to include them in a 








single SA state. Because of their atti- 
tude towards Coloureds, I was convinced 
of the sincerity of their unfolding Black 
policy of decentralisation, leading to full, 
equal freedom for the black nations of 
the subcontinent. While seeking ethno 
cultural solutions for Blacks, the govern- 
ment did not apply the same norms to 
Coloureds. This made sense to me. 

Also, it should be superflous to men- 
tion the events which served to disillu- 
sion people with ideas of mult-racialism. 
Leaving out inter-Black conflicts North 
of the border, the collapse of the Cen- 
tral Afncan Federation and, later, the 
Smith/Muzorewa government had a pro- 
found effect on many Anglo-South Afn- 
cans. They lost confidence in multi- 
racialism as a solution, for obvious rea- 
sons. 

In addition to all this, | expenenced a 
sort of territonal imperative response at 
the dramatic threat oi conthet with the 
collapse of the Cordon Sanitaire (Angola 
and Mocambique). I felt all energy 
should be directed to tackling the issues 
of the time, and was acutely frustrated 
by the introspection, negativism, endless 
bickering and in-fighting among oppo- 
sition parties, with members pulling in all 
manner of ideological directions. 


Would vou agree that growing Anglo- 
South African support for the govern- 
ment representsS a Rignt-ward swing 
the part rf {ng/ »~ Sy lu fn | eat ans 

s — 


Not at all. Anglo-South Afncans who 
support the goverment have not chang- 
ed their minds about providing equality 
and progress for Blacks. [Taey have mere- 
ly changed their minds on the method of 
achieving this. They have witnessed the 
failure ot mult-racialism. Is it strange 
that they should incline towards an 4al- 
ternative? 

Incidentally, | would also strong!y de- 
ny that the National Partv has become 
more liberal, mainly because the word has 
become aS misused and abused as the 
word “apartheid”. The term “liberalism” 
has been hi-jacked by hostie, left-wing 
tOtaitamans and their ‘ellow-traveiling 
politcal eunuchs. We do not wish to be 
associated with such a word. 

However, the National Party would 
cheerfully admit to being pragmatic, real- 
istic and acutely aware of the nght of 
all peoples to enjoy full human dignity. 


, ’ ’ ’’ 
When vou switched your allegiance, 


yoy 
aid Vou encounter much antagonism 





from English-speaking friends and col- 
leagues? 


Well, yes, and no. In 1977 and 198}, 
as a Nat, I was elected to represent a 
constituency which is about 80 percent 
Englishspcaking, and which, formerly 
was always an Opposition seat. I have a 
comfortable majority of 3 000 or so. 

On a more personal level, I did receive 
a great many rude letters and phone calls 
in the beginning, and a number of my 
“English-Establishment’”’ fnends cooled 
off somewhat. At the same time, I was 
pleasantly surpnsed at the number o, 
people who showed positive curiosity 
at what I had done, saying that they, 
too, were tending in the same direction. 
Quite a number actually joined me in 
the Party. In fact, at constituency and 
personal levels, I found that I was not 
only leading public opinion, but reflect- 
ing it. 


Have vou ever felt lonely, or out of 
place, in the National Party, as an 
Eneglisn-speaker’ 


Yes, at times. The Anglo-South Afri- 
can 18, perhaps, not as gregarious as the 
Afrikaner. In a predominantly Afrikaner 
environment, I have sometimes felt 
Strange, even a little clumsy, although 
Sustained by the warmth of. my col- 
leagues. These feelings are now very much 
in the past. I speak English whenever I 
like, and always when I want to be 
especially precise, and it is obvious that 
this is not considered to be out of place. 

The ant-English element which may 
have been present has now formed its 
own Party. 

Do vou ever get complaints that the 
government favours Afrikaners, with re- 
gard to Civil Service jobs, or in other 


directions? 

Not specifically. Sometimes, after 
addressing Anglo-South Afncan audie- 
nces, | have been told half-jokingly that 
the English get the rhetorc while the 
Afnkaners get the gravy, and somebody 
will comment that not many Anglo- 
South Afmcans hold really high govern- 
ment posts. 

But I Know that the government 1s 
very much aware of Anglo-South Afn- 
can talent, and would gratefully make 
more use of it. If Anglo-South Afncans 
would assert themselves more, and of- 
fer their talent, | am sure they would not 
be disappointed. 











Even on matters of agreed policy, 
there is such a thing as an English per- 
spective. I have, where appropriate, made 
this heard — to the obvious pleasure of 
my colleagues. 


A colleague of vours, Mr Wiley, ts 
often critical of the English-language 
Press. Would vou like to comment?” 

Mr Wiley must speak for himself, in his 
own way. He seems to have done a lot of 
research on the subject. I can only say 
that when I was in Opposition, the Press 
seemed to find me more newsworthy 
than they do now. Since joining the 
government in 1976, I appear to have be- 
come a sort of Orwellian non-person as 
far as Englishdanguage newspapers are 
concerned. This is not “sour grapes’: I 
would like to see more autonomy for 
individual newspapers. 

In a broader sense, I must say that I 
sometimes wonder if a truly indigenous 
English-lauguage Press has become fully 
developed in South Africa. In Australia 
New Zealand and Canada. an indigenous 
Press. emphasising regional and local 
interests. emerged quite early. In South 
Africa, nght up to 1920, editors for 
English-medium newspapers were import- 
ed from England to ensure that an indi- 
genous Press did nur emerge 

Probably. the potentially threatening 
presence of the Afmkaners accounted for 
this The English-language Press, and 
Anglo-South Africans generally. found it 
difficult to develop an indigenous identity 
because of the Boer-Brit situation. 

There can be little doubt that the 
advent of the Republic did much to 
change this. Anglo-South Africans finally 
realised that they were a people in their 
own right. and could survive without the 
waning warmth of a “home-land”™ hearth 
1Q OOO kUiometres away 

] also think that. quite unintentional- 

. the English-language Press contributed 
to the growth of English-speaking support 
tor the government. I mean, their attacks 
on the government, especially in the 
earlier days, have often been so exaggerat- 
ed, virulent and extreme that nobody 
expected anything from the Nats, except 
the worst .including deprivation of Anglo- 
South African rights, total economic col- 
lapse, a completely Nuzi state, and every- 
thing evil that goes with it. The reality 
did not — could not — measure up to the 
venom of the prognostications, and this 
made it easier for the government to look 
good, if not very good. The Opposition 
Press went much too far in trying to 


oO 


fnghten their readers with bogeymen, and 
lost credibility to the benefit of the 
alleged bogeymen 


Although English speeking support for 
the Nat government has increased sub- 
Stantially over the vears, a lot of this sup- 
port is based on expectations for reform 
which have not been realised vet. Apart- 
heid is still a dirty word — things like the 
Immorality Act, Influx Control, the 
Group Areas Act still exist. Do vou 
envisage changes which will consolidate 
English-speaking support’ 

Well, let me make it clear that the 
government is not rigidly committed to 
any blue-prints. Ours is a dynamic 
Situation, and we shall change in response 
to the changing needs of society. 

I agree that apartheid has become a 
dirty and much abused word, but some 
years ago Mr Harry Oppenheimer assured 
a group of London businessmen that 
there was nothing morally wrong with the 
philosophical concept of apartheid, in the 
context of separate and equa! freedoms 
for the various tribes or races inhabiting 
South Afnca. He seriously questioned its 
practicality. for economic reasons. He did 
not see how a scrambled economic egg 
could be unscrambied. However, the 
word is no longer part of government 
vocabulary 

In a sense, the concept of separate 
develorment reflected the far-sightedness 
of the government in that it was — and 
still 1s — in line with a world-wide trend 
towards regional autonomy). All over the 
world, there are moves. Or movements, 
which aim to convert big States into a 
number of smaller States. In Britain. the 
once freakish ideas of Scottish and Welsh 
independence now have to be taken more 
seriously. In the Middle East. in Spain. in 
Canada. just to mention a few territories. 
the movement towards autonomy based 
on ethnicity. 1s obvious 

In South Africa. separate development 
represents part of the government s 
poles to provide each nationa! or triba! 
group with the cultura] security and com- 
munal privacy which, world-wide, people 
seem to want 

As for the economics of the case, well, 
it is true that the new homelands are 
assisted, or propped up, by the South 
African government to quite a substantial 
degree. So far, the results are a lot more 
encouraging than those achieved in other 
African states, which have been propped 
up by various Foreign governments and 
ex-colonial powers for very much longer 











featured a 
depressing cover-story on Africa 
“A Continent Gone Wrong” Despite 
massive foreign aid (most of it misdirect- 
ed). the report from nearly every region 
was a repetition of disaster, starvation, 
dying children. oppression and near or 
actual chaos. South Africa was described 
as “one of the major exceptions to the 
litany of failure’, but, according to Time 
“this has been achieved at an unaccept- 
able price’, because of the oft-quoted, 

implistically |musinterpreted political 


ecently, Jime magazine 


most 


actors. 7ime magazine, in New York, 
may think the price unacceptable. The 
tens of thousands of legal and illegal 
black immigrants who enter South 


Africa and the new homelands every year 
obviously do not 

Fqually obvious is the admission, 
however grudging, that South Africa must 
be doing something right 


Can we move on to the Immorality 

The Immorality Act came about 
through pressure from various churches — 
not all ot them Afrikaans. A petition with 
2-50 000 signatures was presented. One of 
the motives was the protection of vulner- 


able Non-White women from. sexual 
exploitation by unscrupulous White 
men However. 2 Select Committee 


currently reviewing the Act. and this 
neans that it 1s subect to the changing 

be abolished or 
pre-empt a Select 
mmittee. but the Act 1s no longer part 


ine Same appues t the Group Area 
e-examinec at 


liclal level. As I said before. the govern- 
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well. many 
sensibd le 
necessity 


As for Influx Control. 
governments would appreciate 
advice on how this modern 
could be exercised painlessly. With the 
support of more and more English- 
speakers coming our way, and ever-cioser 
co-operation with ail non-White groups. it 
is to be hoped that something positive 
will emerge. A parliamentary select com- 
mittee is studying this problem. also 
Meantime, it is cold comfort to reflect 
that the Arabs have the largest mugran: 


labour system in the worid, with the 
Common Market Sountries soming 
second. Builaiozers and/or forced remov- 


als, [ regret to say. are to be found almost 
every where, including many parts of Afri- 
ca, apart from South Afnca 

Talking of bull-dozers, what about 
District 6? 

Some time ago, I did say something 
about Distnct 6 in Parliament, but the 
government viewpoint was never reported 
in perspective in the Opposition Press. 

In terms of Orwell’s 1984 Newspeak, 
District 6 was a place which housed a 
bustling, happy, colourful, vibrant com- 
munity, which was cruelly broken up by 
an unfeeling government 

Round about 1981, the Cape Town 
City Council defined it as an appalling 
slum, requiring urgent, if not immediate 
attention. 

The point is that District 6 was a loca! 
City Council problem. It was up to the 
City Council and the White and Asian 
landlords, some of whom were City 
Councilors, to do something about Dis- 
trict 0 

But they never did. There were always 
other priorities, such as the new Civic 
Centre costing R56-million, the 
Hope Centre costing R11-million, and the 
Eastern Boulevard costing a few more 
million. Incidentally. this piece of road- 
building cut a swathe through District ¢ 


Good 


displacing thousands of residents, but 
there were no protests that I remember 
All these projects were planned while 
District 6 crumbled 

In the early 1960s, the City Council 


admitted defeat, and asked the Cen 
Government to take over the problem 
In fairness to all. th 
classic example of a ; 
acing massive post-war migration 
With hindsight, it is easy for me and 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


CONSERVATIVE PARTY'S RISE, POLICIES EXAMINED 


Johannesburg FRONTLINE in English Mar 84 pp 43-45 


[Interview with Andries Treurnicht, Conservative Party leader; date, place not 
given] 


DOLF Hitler created a large problem for nght-wing move- 
[Text ] ments of the latter 20th century. At the back of innume- 
ble munds there persists the nagging connecton Right- 
wing equals Nazi. Nazi equals genocide, drutality, megaioma- 
nia, the nadir of civilisation. 

Once that stigma applied to the Nationalists of South Afn- 
ca. The davs when Jews lived in fear and terror, when Eng- 
hsh-speakers half-expected deportations and confiscatons 
when it seemed possible that Indians would be frogmarched to 
the jettes and bayoneted onto rescue boats. those davs are 
so long gone it 1s hard to recall that they everexisted. Only ir 
respect of the blacks have the fascist assumptions once held of 
the Nationalists been realised in any way. And even then they 
are a far cry from what the worst was asc imed to be 

Now, a new Right emerges. And there are those who were 
there when Dr Malan’s purified Nationalist Party started its 
rise to power who see parallels. 

They see ironies too. The early Nationalists had Nazi sym- 
pathies, al] mght. More lately it became the ultimate insult 
to refer to those. Talk of the Nazi connection made them see 
red instantiv. Now, there are many Nationalists. testing the 
waters of their new role as the centnsts. who themselves mut- 
ter darkly about the fascist instincts on their nght 

It 1s common for Nationalist phiiosophers to explain that 
the new Right reincarnates the imperatives which brought the 
Nazis to power The Herstigte Nasionale Party thev’™ sa 
embodies the worker eiement of the Nazi platform It speaks 
lor those white WOrKing people who Delieve they re Deing done 
down by the bosses, just as Hitler spoke for their counterparts 
in the 30s. But because virtually al] whites are actually living 
the good life, matenally. the HNP has limited and dwindling 
impact. 

But the Conservative Party — the KP. thev al] call it. ever 
when speaking in English - - aah. that’s a different mafter 
The KP, they say, embodies the other and more importar! 
element of what made Nazism successful — the appeal 
biood and the desire for group supenonty 

The KP, indeed, has stolen the clothes of the ongina 
Nats. It appeals to the some instincts as Dr Malan did in the 
40s. volksiden tteit. 














But times have changed. Then, Afnkaners believed them- 
selves oppressed. Now, they certainly don’t. In the 1940s 
Malan could inflame the emotions of people who saw them- 
selves living poor and rough lives in companson with the 
Engelse. Can Treurnicht do the same in the ‘80s. to people 
who take their TVs and video sets and smart new cars for 


granted? 


The Hoofleier himself is seated at a 
desk so far away, haloed against the 
window behind him, thai it is difficult for 
a moment to make him out. 

Momentarily, a flashback arises to the 
scene in Charlie Chaplin’s “The Great 
Oictator’’ where the Mussolini figure has 
equipped hiraself with a hall-sized office, 
with visitors intended to enter from a 
demeaning distance. 

But the impression of a partllel is soon 
rebutted. Treurnicht not only walks to- 
wards the visitor to ofier greetings but 
also apologises: the offices are being re- 
vamped, so hes sharing. The assumed 
trappings of megalomania turn out to be 
builders’ disruption. 

And Treurnicht himself turns out to 
be exceptionally unassuming. A_ tape 
recorder is to be plugged in. He stoops to 
the socket and does the job himself, 
amiably prctesting that he is intimidated 
by the equipment. Later, there is a call 
from Dr Ferdie Hartzenberg. Treurnicht 
politely asks if his visitor would mind 
being left alone while he takes it in 
another office. (The visitor prefers to 
depart temporarily himself.) 


Dr Treurnicht, as eggs cannot be 
ma.'e out of omelettes ‘t seems certain 
that eventually South Africa must be- 
come a country shared by people of every 
colour. In which case how can your 
policy be more than a temporary ob- 
struction which in the long run makes it 
more difficult for whites to be accepted 
and respected by their fellow citizens? 


PYHE office marked “Hoofleier’’ 1s 
¥ =6extravagantly long. Qu te enormous. 


South Africa is a heterogenous 
country. Its people do not look upon 
themselves as members of a unitary state. 
The separate black groups do not see the 
white man as belonging to their nation, 
any more than the white man sees them 
as belonging to his. 


Do you mean to Say that a policy 
of separation can last forever? 


Forever is a long time. 


For the foreseeable future, then? 


Yes, for the foreseeable future a policy 
of fair and just separation is viable. The 
direction in Africa and in the rest of the 
world is with us. It is becoming recognis- 
ed that unitary states cannot answer the 
needs of distinct peoples. There is a move 
to greater differentiation — in ethnic 
terms and also in the demand for political 
rights. 

Can separation be ‘fair and just’ when 
it is unilaterally determined by whites? 
Isn't there a logical flaw in the argument 
that separation gives everyone an equal 
right to control over his own destiny, 
when the framework in which that 
destiny has to be expressed is dictated by 
whites alone? 


No community has the right to dictate 
to any other. I don’t have the right to 
dictate to the black man how he must 
conduct his affairs. He doesn’t have the 
right to dictate to me how I must con- 
duct mine. The only way to avoid the 
dictatorship of the majority is through 
providing separate territories. 


But you are dictating to the black 
man. You are dictating that he must form 
his identitv as a Tswana or a Zulu or 
whatever, in territory of which vou have 
dictated the borders. 


It is open to anyone to sav: ‘I don't 
want to be apart. I want tog. : into your 
bed.’ But the final right must always be 
the right to say: “I don’t want you in my 
house. !’ll give you a house of your own 
instead.’ 


Can vou expect blacks tu accept a 
house which consists of a minority of the 
land for the majority of the people? 


It depends on what you do with the 
land. There are mineral resources in some 














of the black states, as there are in the coloured homeland we would establish 
in the north-east Cape. Size is not the crucial issue. You can never tell 
when a people has enough land. What is crucial is that each separate people 
has an unchallenged claim to a territory where it can develop itself. 


Would you see it that way if you were black? 


Separate development is not oppressive, as it has been made out to be. It is 
the real liberal policy. Already four black homelands have become politically 
independent. They have self-expression. Compare that to the position of the 
blacks 25 years ago. Economic development is still to come. The black man will 
only bear resentment as long as economic development in his homeland is mini- 
mal. The tragedy is that so far it has been minimal. The black states, alas, 
have been looked upon as labour reserves, so a man who is raised there has 

his eyes on Johannesburg or Pretoria. This can be counter-balanced, but it 
takes time. The core problem is that jobs must be created much more avidly 

in the black states. 


So if you were to come to power you would step up homeland developments? 


Certainly. That is an absolute priority. 








Wouldn't vou run into trouble from 
vour own Supporters? They re hardly be- 
hind vou because they expect vou to do 
more for the homelands - rather because 
they re alreadv complaining that the 
government does too much for the 
blacks. 


(Chuckles) That is a real factor, yes. 
But the white man is prepared to pay the 
price for self-determination. We must put 
the black states, which we have brought 
into being through our initiative, on their 
feet. Without playing Father Christmas, 
we must see to it that they survive. It is in 
our interest to have neighbours who are 
not in desperate poverty. What the whites 
don’t want is to see the government 
spending hundreds of millions on the 
black states, and then find that the blacks 
still have rights in South Africa. We will 
show them results. 


Would that mean a further allocation 
of land to blacks? 


To get the black states going as they are 
is a huge job. It would be useless just to 
make it bigger. We would allow additional 
land to be bought, but that would not be 
paid for through the white man’s pocket. 
It was wrong for the government to buy 
out land and then simply hand it over to 
the blacks. They should buy it them- 
selves. We would declare areas where 
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coloureds or blacks or Indians can buy, 
and then it is up to them. We would not 
force white owners to sell. If a white man | 
chooses to keep his land in a coloured 
area, knowing it is to become an in- 
dependent coloured state, that is his 
business. 


You would still however require 
blacks in white areas to be resettled into 
the homelands? 


We would offer them better alter- 
natives, and move them after negotiation 
and consultation. 


What happens if they don't agree that 
it is a better alternative? Isn't there a 
question of morality involved in forcing 
people off land they own, as in the cur- 
rent case of the people at Mogopa? 


It is better for communities to be link- 
ed with their own kind. An isolated black 
community surrounded by white land 
cannot thrive. To develop and flourish it 
needs to be located in the people’s own 
territory, with access to their schools and 
facilities. Resettlement should not be a 
matter of simply dumping people. It 
should be done so that they rejoice in it, 
as in the case of Ellisras where they went 
with music and soiug. 

. The immorality is in forcing people to 
integrate. We have seen how unitary 
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societies cannot work among diverse 
peoples. We have seen that in Cyprus, 
Lebanon, Ireland, Nigeria. Burundi, the 
Middie East . . . many places. In South 
Africa the dividing factors are greater 
than in any of these. 


If we accept that in the long run the 
claims of all South Africans to a share in 
the whole will have to be met, don't we 
need to work on coming to terms with 
the dividing factors instead of making 
them into an absolute? 


You cannot erase the dividing factors. 
If you try to equalise, you equalise from 
the bottom, not from the top. Sheer 
numbers take over. You lose the innova- 
tors. You destroy the creative minority. 
There is nothing wrong with being black, 
but it is different to being white and can 
never be the same.”’ 


Sav we set out to form a society where 
white values were preserved by being 
acceptable to blacks. If whites actualiy 
led the way to a democratic, one-man-one 
-vote, South Africa, making innovative 
practical changes to pull the rug from 
under radical demands, wouldn’t white 
interests be better served in the long run’ 
Ideally, you'd find able people, many of 
them white, being elected to positions of 
power by largely black electorates. You'd 
find continuity and Stability and a much 
sounder, more permanent, sense of white 
security. 


That is an impossible dream. A meri- 
tocracy may work in homogenous societ- 
ies. You or I can support a man with 
abilities, knowing that he is our man. But 
in divided societies you want to be ruled 
by your own. Ability is not always more 
important than own-ness. 
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Isn't there a parallel in Britain? 150 
years ago the British upper classes saw 


themselves as quite as different from the 


masses as whites here see themselves from 
the blacks. They looked different and 
spoke differently and in effect had differ- 
ent cultures. Yet they opened the doors 
to a single, democratic, state and the 
result is there has been continuity and 
Stability. Whereas in countries where the 
ruling groups refused to budge they have 
been decimated or exiled and the rest of 
the people live under revolutionary 
dictatorships. 


There is no parallel. Britain did not 
have our scale of divisions of race, 
language, or religion, combined with eco- 
nomic disparities. We do not seek to op- 
press. We seek only to safeguard what is 
our own, and we let the other man have 
what is his own in turn. If the black man 
were to think that we sought differentiat- 
ion for the sake of oppressing him. he 
would be entitled to be angry. But we 
want Separate development for his good 
as well as ours. Self-determination is para- 
mount for both. 


The interview over. Dr Treurnicht sees 
his visitor to the door, talking animatedly 
of a pending family holiday at his cottage 
in Munster on the South Coast. Long 
walks. lots of exercise and very little 
attention to current affairs are on the 
agenda for the next two weeks. Bidding 
farewell. he says: “If you want to sum it 
all up. you can’t do better than saying — 
‘Jy moet al meer word wat jy reeds is.” 
You must be more of what you already 
are. 

There is a friendly twinkle in his eye. 
which somehow never comes through. or 
is even hinted at. in the photographs 











UPPER VOLTA 


CNR POSITION ON ALLOWANCES DISCUSSED 
Ouagadougou CARREFOUR AFRICAIN in French No 819, 24 Feb 84 pp 24-25 


[Article by Leon Wattara: "The Problem of Allowances -- The Psychological War 
Continues" | 


[Text] We are not trying to defend ourselves at any cost. The truth is revo- 
lutionary and truth alone should be the compass of the revolution. We defend 
truth and not the current regime. Is that a way to pose and solve political 
problems? Yes and that is why we are revolutionaries. 


It is said that the CNR [National Council of the Revolution] wants to reduce 
wages. That is not true; it is not a question of wages but rather of allow- 
ances and the CNR has to reduce them. Allowances are benefits which are added 
to the wages for many reasons. For the workers and the middle level civil ser- 
vants the allowances are very very limited, on the order of 3,000 to 10,000 
francs per month. It is really insignificant. 


On the other hand, among the upper level cadres we find allowances which even 
exceed the salaries. For example: a medical doctor starting out or a univer- 
sity professor receives 85,000 francs per month in allowances, in addition to 
his salary of 90,000 francs or a total of approximately 175,000 francs. An 
adviser in the Ministry of Economic Affairs receives a total of 83,000 francs 
per month. There are government officials (directors of the ORD s [Rural De- 
velopment Organization], for example, who are paid 83,000 francs in wages and 
150,000 francs in allowances per month. They have free housing, free water, 
electricity and telephone service, a free service car and free gasoline. At 
the same time, an agricultural engineer with the same degree, who does not work 
in an ORD, receives only 83,000 francs. He has to pay the rent on his house, 
pay for his electricity and his water, pay for a little Yamaha and pay for the 
gasoline to drive. Is that normal? We believe that it is not normal and we 
must put an end to this social injustice which leads the officials to hate one 
another, to be jealous of one another, to court the ministers in order to re- 
ceive favors, etcetera... Those who have become accustomed to these things, 
who have taken advantage of them and do not want these benefits to be touched 
are trying to keep them. That is why they say that the CNR wants to reduce 
wages. They claim that the ministers have decided to give their allowances of 
75,000 francs per month to the people because Qadhdhafi pays each minister mil- 
lions of francs per month. They also say that if the allowances and benefits 
are reduced, nobody will work anymore because nobody will be motivated. 
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Let us take a closer look at those arguments and those lies. The bank accounts 
of the ministers, their salary slips and especially their everyday style of 
living, they are all there and everyone can easily observe for himself, to be- 
come aware of the reality of things. We know that in this country there are 
ministers who have received salaries andallowances as high as 700,000 francs 
per month. They have had shares in companies, they have owned companies and 
"businesses" as they say. There have been political parties here which were 
present in all economic sectors (trade, real estate, transportation, the agri- 
cultural foodstuffs industry, etcetera...) while pretending that they were 
"developing" the country. Everybody knows that in truth they were developing 
themselves and were using government property, the property of the people, 
their titles and their political positions to steal, pillage and "graft" 
against the people and against the honest private people, the honest business- 
men and the honest economic operators in general. How many young entrepreneurs 
have there been who have filed their projects to establish an enterprise with 
the ministers only to see these plans executed by the ministers for their own 
account, without even giving the slightest respon:e tothe legitimate owner of 
the project? Sometimes the entrepreneurs were forced to give free shares to the 
minister first, before being given the authorization to start the project. 

Was all of this normal? No! Is that economic development? No! It was the 
selfish development of a few asSagainst the general interest. 


The CNR wants a minister to be a minister and nothing else but a minister. 

That is to say a "servant of the people." If the minister wants to go into 
"business," well then, why doesn't he resign and go into business. One should 
not muddle everything up and create confusion to enrich oneself alone whiie 
pretending to serve the people. Obviously, up to now everything has been done 
to convince the people that only the ministers w ould serve better everywhere, 
in politics as well as in "business." The CNR says that everyone should "have 
his own little trade" and leave up to everyone the choice of his own profession 
One must not and should not want to be paid for being a minister and also be 
paid for being chairman and managing director of numerous’ private companies. 


What do Qadhdhafi's alleged millions have to do with all this? It is true 

that if someone wants to drown his dog, he will claim that it is mad, but all 
the same, he will not accuse it of being a rabbit! A revolutionary minister is 
not a reactionary minister. 


As for the motivation of officials through allowances, it must be said imme- 
diately that the CNR has never talked of eliminating the allowances. The CNR 
says that those allowances which are too high must be reduced ii order to in- 
vest in social projects: schools, community clinics, the asphalting of roads, 
the putting into service of busses for public transportation, the construction 
of moderate rent housing, etcetera... Isn't this simply taking away from some 
to give to all? Isn't that what the CNR has always openly said and done? Of 
course, nobody would dare tell the people that he is against its emancipation 
and its progress, but where is the money to come from to achieve this? It is 
clear. The reactionary logic is obvioushere "I want the happiness of the 
people, but I reject the sacrifice we have to accept to make this happiness 
possible."" We see very clear evidence of bourgeois selfishness: everyone 
wants to go to heaven, but nobody wants to die! 
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Amilcar Cabral was a thousand times right in stating that if the small intel- 
lectual bourgeoisie wants to be really revolutionary, it will have to commit 
suicide as a social stratum and be reborn as an integral part of the revolu- 
tionary people in conflict. The workers and farmers have nothing to lose in 
implementing the current revolutionary measures. They have everything to gain: 
housing for ¢l1l, community clinics for all, schools for all, etcetera... But 
this is not the case for the intellectuals and the small bourgeois and bour- 
geois cadres. The spirit of competition, the great hurry to accumulate quickly 
and selfishly villas, cars and bank transfers thanks to the projects’ from the 
US AID, UNDP and others, in places whee allowances for management, for mis- 
sions, etcetera... pour out, that is very very tempting. And the people? "I 
take care of my parents, my brothers and my cousins in the village; that is 
enough," they say. And those (the great majority of them)who sometimes do not 
have a single literate person in their village, let alone a civil servant? 
They will answer: "That is normal because everyone cannot be the same."" And 
yet, everyone pays taxes, everyone wants to live better, go to school, have a 
job, etcetera... 


Ah! The revolution is tough because the struggle against selfishness and the 
cult of individual well-being at the expense of the people is a daily, perma- 
nent, exhausting occurrence, especially when you have to discuss, explain and 
explain again the validity of certain measures which the people do not under- 
stand very well and which they even condemn because of pure and simple igno- 
rance. Then the spirit of ease takes over, they disassociate themselves from 
the CNR, they place themselves outside the revolutionary process and they cri- 
ticize, they criticize, they criticize, until... there, the little bourgeois 
is satisfied, “his small self above everything else"has just exploded. He will 
try to convince himself that he is right in being against the CNR, against the 
CDR [Committee for th Defense of the Revolution], against Peter and Paul, 
against all those who refuse to join him in shouting "down with everything and 
long live nothing!" 


Everybody knows the secret of this "peace of mind": it is enough to know that 
only those who do not do anything do not make any mistakes. Not to do anything 
but to say everything against everything, that is very easy. One calls oneself 
a revolutionary in words, but one rejects any commitment; that is so nice! 
Especially when one is certain that at the end of the month the salary and al- 
lowances will be paid out! Many officials are still living with this attitude 
of so-called "reserve" with regard to the harshand bitter class struggle being 
waged concretely under their eyes. They believe either naively or consciously 
that they can remain both outside the revolution and outside the counter-revo- 
lution in conflict. 


And yet, if only they knew what new meaning their daily life would take if 

they committed themselves! If only they could enter the heart of the officials 
committed to the struggle, to feel the legitimate pride, the calm assurance and 
the deep faith which exists in living among one's people, like a fish in the 
water! Neither the bottles of Bravolta emptied at the bar, nor the whiskey 
savored in the lounge to the rhythm of the salsa, nor the escapes at the Volta 
Theater, nor the easy pleasures of sex wili ever be able to replace the sublime 
pleasure involved in agreeing to sacrifice a day of work, a few bottles of beer 
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to make it possible to provide schooling for 86 percent of the school aged 
children. No radical speech can replace the pleasure of picking up a shovel 
and a pick to dig, turn over and contribute to the nourishment of a son, a 
brother, a friend and even better, a people of comrades! All of this because 
a selfish and dishonest morality maintains and nourishes the idea according to 
which money alone provides happiness! "It is too often forgotten that money 
may well be a good counsellor but that it is always a bad master. Some money 
is needed to live decently, but excess is harmful at this level also. Day 
after day, minute by minute, the bourgeoisie, its ideology and its values 
fightany attempt to demonstrate that one can live happily, rich and prosperous 
with little money. The duty of the revolutionary also involves fighting with 
steadfastness and determination the selfish and reactionary conceptions of 
mone_, the passion for money which, according to the bourgeois, "does not have 
a smell." For the bourgeois and those who defend their values all means are 
good to obtain lots and lots of money, more money and even more money. And 
then? The bourgeois use their money to "kill" their conscience, to domesticate 
their feelings, to corrupt the poor, to be admired, to transform people's minds 
and mentalities by presenting oneself asthe model of the man who “has made it" 
to the top of the social hierarchy. It involves his own hierarchy. 


Comrades, behind the whole arsenal of the psychological war waged by the-bour- 
geoisie against the disengagements, the reduction of allowances, etcetera..., 
one should understand one thing: a worldisin the process of dying (the self- 
ish bourgeois world) and another is in the process of being born. Another 
social class is in the process of conquering both political power and economic 
power. 


The reactionary bourgeoisie of Upper Volta, its allies and its offspring pre- 
tend that they do not understand and will say anything: the revolution, what 
is that? The revolutionaries must fully keep the offensive in this psycholo- 
gical war and prove that the bourgeoisie knows very well what it is talking 
about. It does not want the revolution andits consolidation. The reactionary 
bourgeoisie does not want to die and yet we will help it to die! 


The fatherland or death, we will be victorious. 


8463 
CSO: 3419/505 
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UPPER VOLTA 


MEETING OF MAGISTRATES' ASSOCIATION REPORTED 
Ouagadougou L'OBSERVATEUR in French 27 Feb 84 pp 1, 7-10 


[Excerpt] The opening session began at 9 am on Saturday, 24 February 1984, 
in the labor court chambers at the Ouagadougou Palace of Justice. 


The secretary general of the Autonomous Union of Upper Voltan Magistrates 
(SAMAV), Judge Halidou Ouedraogo, first president of the Ouagadougou Court of 
Appeals, who is well-known to our readers from the first and third sessions 
of the People's Courts of the Revolution (TPR), presided at the session. 


In addition to the SAMAV members in Ouagadougou, the presence of representa- 
tives of all of the sections and subsections who had come to play an active 
part in the work could be noted. Lawyers and many other court assistants 
were also present. 


For 2 days (since the closing session took place yesterday), the magistrates 
studied “current issues pertaining to the tasks of justice.” 


A number of motions unanimously approved completed this work. These motions 
also reflected the professional and moral concerns of the magistracy. 


Along with the speech by the secretary general of the SAMAV, we are carrying 
the most important segments of the speech on behalf of the lawyers. 


Speech by Secretary General 
"Dear comrades, friends and guests: 


At the proper time, we informed the people of Upper Volta, through the 
columns of the Upper Voltan daily L'OBSERVATEUR, of the creation of the 
Autonomous Union of Upper Voltan Magistrates. On 27 March 1984, we will have 
been in existence 1 year. 


The nature and the role of our union have prevented us from becoming better 
known. However, its members on all levels, in the courts and the tribunals 
and their sections, etc., have been intent, in daily and responsible fashion, 
upon: 


1. Seeing to it that the judicial authority can exercise its mission in 
every department; 
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2. Taking a stand on all issues pertaining to the organization and function- 
ing of justice; 


3. Guaranteeing the defense of the material and moral interests of the judi- 
cial body; 


4. Adopting a position on all problems pertaining to the work of justice. 


Today, our national council meeting is being held at a time when the exercise 
of justice is the focus of many criticisms, and sometimes disparagement; at a 
time when the public is rising up and is tempted to be harsh. In the judi- 
cial body, there are numerous magistrates and men of the law who are discour- 
aged by unjustified suspicions, while others have become so sensitive that 
they cannot tolerate even legitimate criticism. Some affect gross in- 
difference to consequences. 


For example, attacks have been made upon certain magistrates and certain 
auxiliary court personnel such as lawyers. This campaign, peppered with 
slogans such as ‘reactionary judges in black robes," ‘puppets in cloaks,' 
‘oratorical talents for sale' and who knows what in addition, was the work of 
the government press, certain high-ranking state officials and the CDR [Com- 
mittees for the Defense of the Revolution]. The result of such an attitude 
is to discredit our judicial bedy and to erode the confidence which there 
should be in a basic institution and the men responsible for stating the law 
which, in any case, they have neither invented nor created. The legislative 
and regulatory texts were handed down by the higher state authorities. 


In addition, this campaign seems designed to make judges feel guilty about a 
situation for which they are not responsible, which they do not support and 
which no one's voluntarism can change. In fact, if the judge is required for 
example to rule on a dispute between an employer and a worker, he can only 
make a specific decision based on positive law. Let no one expect then that 
he will by his judgment eliminate capitalist production relations. 


Our union has since its establishment focused attention on the limitations 
involved in the practice of justice in Upper Volta. he SAMAV has set forth 
the shortcomings in the court institutions, never losing sight of the fact 
that the situation with regard to justice reflects the situation of society 
in our country. We have made putting our strength in the service of the 
forces for real democracy ard progress and incorporating our daily actions in 
the battle against injustice our goals. 


We magistrates and the other men of the law, the lawyers, who make up the 
personnel of the court, are witnesses to what occurs. We can observe in the 
daily exercise of our tasks that in the clashes involving private interests 
between individuals, each of the two parties believes he is right and bit- 
terly defends what he believes are his rights. In conflicts of a public 
nature, on the other hand, when the collective interests are threatened by 
actions which disturb public order, it is more often the public, the greater 
collective, which judges. It is the impulsive crowd which imposes its will 
and nothing is harder to control than the movement, sometimes considerable, 
of public opinion, with its ebb and flow. 
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For some weeks now, some of us have been members of the TPR. The creation of 
these sp.cial courts is nothing new, nor is it anything reprehensible in 
itself. In fact, we do not oppose the trial of the great misappropriators of 
public funds, for this type of crime, white-collar crime, which is the most 
noxious and pernicious, often goes unpunished. In taking action against 
these most sordid embezzlements, our country is providing justice to the most 
neglected strata and raising the magistracy above the once-attractive level 
of judgments pertaining to the theft of bicycles and chickens and similar 
pilfering. However, it is our duty to state that the TPR misunderstand some 
of the basic principles of the law, not the so frequently denounced bourgeois 
law, but the law of man pure and simple (such as the right to defense, the 
nonretroactive aspect of criminal law, etc.) and they urge the judges presid- 
ing over them to play 'star' roles, if not indeed to put on ‘one-man shows,' 
with the temptation to take the place of both the absent defense and the 
prosecution, which although it is omnipresent is notable for its brevity in 
the courtroom, in the expectation of imposing its decision on the proceed- 
ings, such that they do not reflect discussion. 


With regard to our role, we will alwavs give our constant concern to total 
impartiality in the exercise of our functions, which is a basic condition for 
high quality justice. For if we are not careful, the present trials will 
appear quite simply as dispositions of the already vanquished. It goes 
without saying that impartiality must be accompanied by independence for the 
magistracy. Now up until the present, there have been countless flagrant 
violations of our authority: the Higher Council of the Magistracy has been 
throttled and the institutions blocked. The example of the Supreme Court is 
an eloquent instance of the injunctions and pressures, if not threats, and 
efforts by the CDR to impose their will, etc. 


The same is true as well of the massive retirements and dismissals imposed 
within our body with no legal basis. 


In addition, our tasks are complicated by an avalanche of texts (decrees and 
ordinances) each of which modifies, supplements or abrogates a preceding one, 
the implementation of which has barely begun. If to this we add the numerous 
errors and contradictions therein, one can only wonder about the reasons for 
so much improvising on the part of the higher government departments. 


Comrades and friends: 


The number of decisions handed down each year by the courts and their cham- 
bers is ever greater, and this is an aspect which is little understood, be- 
cause of the existing tendency to conceal the scope and the extent of the 
tasks we carry out. For apart from criminal cases (theft, fraud, embezzle- 
ment, murder, etc.), indeed important, but not the basic issue, the magis- 
trates are flooded with social and individual disputes (labor conflicts, 
conjugal disputes, disagreements between owners and tenants, as well as a 
chousand other conflicts and differences of all sorts). Obviously, it is 
possible that errors may slip in to some of these decisions, but there is no 
justification for basic complaints against those who provide justice. 
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We remain convinced that justice in Upper Volta is generally healthy, and one 
of the goals sought by our union is to make it still healthier and more effi- 
cient. Thus our organization can only be the more praiseworthy if the con- 
ditions of life and work imposed upon it, unrelated to the quality required 
of it and the multiple daily risks and limitations, are taken into account. 


The SAMAV is not a corporative association, but a union concerned with de- 
fending the material and moral interests of its members. It is from this 
point of view that our organization will dedicate itself to revealing the 
falsity of the view, deliberately and maliciously maintained, which claims 
that the magistracy is an overpaid supercadre enioying heavy extra benefits. 
The judge in Upper Volta today is not a bourgeois, however much it may still 
be true that this is a concept reflected in an ideological choice. We state 
and reiterate that in the vast majority of cases, we experience what the 
majority of Upper Voltan citizens do. Finding housing with difficulty and 
awaiting the month's end anxiously, we are constantly in our offices and we 
honor our appointments for circuit hearings in the villages. Justice in the 
court palace is not of that Arlesian kind one never finds. Demonstrating 
their spirit of sacrifice and initiative, the judges, the lawyers, the men of 
law dispense justice and try to inspire confidence in Upper Voltans. We 
demand a little objectivity to put an end to this justice of legend and to 
facilitate equal access to justice for all the citizens of our country. 


More than ever we must become aware of our role and must avoid profiting from 
the basic principles, for if we fail to provide proper justice, the people of 
Upper Volta will not forgive us. 


We have already done useful work in holding these sessions declared open by 
the bureau.” 


Speech by the Senior Attorney (Dealing With Certain Retirements) 
“Comrade judges: 


This council meeting is being held at a particular moment in the history of 
our legal system and our courts. Because of certain charges in these recent 
times, it was indicated that the judges, in the broadest sense of the word, 
should meet, for a purpose which can be no other than national construction, 
and for contemplation. Do we not hear such expressions as ‘popular justice,' 
"reactionary justice," ‘revolutionary justice," ‘bourgeois justice,’ ‘our 
kind of justice’ and 'the other justice?' Thus it appears necessary, in the 
interests of the collective, for the judges to meet and contemplate their own 
mission in the national interests. 


Comrades in the council, you have included as a point of interest on your 
agenda ‘contemporary questions pertaining to the work of justice.' 


We do not want to close off a debate which, by participating in your sessions, 
we decided to establish with you. But it seems to us necessary to contribute 
to clarifying the field of action by stressing certain key principles of a 
judicial structure capable of ensuring the happiness of a people. 
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Beyond all contemporary considerations, the positions adopted and judgments 
handed down, it seems to us necessary to make a statement of commitment per- 
taining to the goals, the objectives or the quality of any real justice in 
the history of man. 


True Justice Is Just 


Justice must be just. It presumes a real balance. This reality in turn pre- 
-umes the possibility of two opposing actions. 


If a judge must assess and penalize behavior in two situations being dis- 
puted, it becomes obvious that his status places him above the two conflict- 
ing positions. This is why the mission of the judge is sacred. He must at 
times make a calculated assessment in a clash between all of society and an 
individual it has assigned a mission. Now if he is the son of Tindaogo, it 
is clear that he cannot try Tindaogo. If he goes along with it, he is likely 
to be taken for a remote-controlled hangman, the drum major for a muzzled 
people, leading to a discontent in society and scandalmongering concerning 
the existing regime. 


This is why with regard to the work of the courts and the mission to be 
entrusted to the judge, we think it is desirable, in the interests of the 
group, for the independence of the magistracy to be one of the most firmly 
asserted bases for the present and the future. 


Independence for the judge presumes other types of independence: these 
include the freedom of all parties to state their case and the broadest 
rights for guaranteeing defense, within a context of investigations which are 
not improvised and an honest battle. 


Justice, we have said, must be just. The safety of the people depends upon 
it. In order to be able to assess the conflicting positions, as we stressed 
earlier, the judge himself must be in a position to comprehend them both. If 
the case is a technical one (in fact, every case which comes before a court 
is a technical one), the judge must be a technician. There is a need to be 
cautious in trying to bring justice to individuals. We wonder if it is not 
safer to bring men to justice. 


Justice, if it is to be just, cannot be provided even on a temporary basis by 
improvisation on the part of the noninitiated. It therefore seems desirable 
to us that the final decision be left to specialists in the consciences of 
men and legal technicians. Comrades in the council, if justice must be just, 
it also needs to be stressed that it must punish the conduct and consciences 
of men. Conscience derives from training, which is molded by preceding his- 
tory. Therefore the decision penalizing the individual, if it is to be just, 
should not, it would seem, be dictated by a preestablished structure, in 
which the responsibility of the establishment is found on the level of 
society, and not the individual. This is why we think that in the course of 
the precedings, it is not desirable to have new elements, which cannot take 
into account the mechanisms from the point of view of penalties, introduced 
one after the other, but rather that with the modification of structures, 
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society should devote itself to the training and the development of a new 
man. Citizens could dangerously but uselessly rot in our jails, on bases 
without limitation or reservation establishing inevitable criminal respon- 
sibility. If he is to be just and is to avoid being a puppet tossed by 
various contrary winds, while himself pulling various strings, the judge must 
depend on the intellectual honesty of the legislator. 


And these, comrade council members, are the various ideas we felt we should 
raise as we initiate this great debate with you.” 


Judges' Motions and Resolutions 
Motion on the CDR 


Whereas the separation of powers is a universal principle which dictates that 
the court authority will be provided by the judges alone; 


Whereas the SAMAV believes that the independence of the magistracy is the 
guarantee of proper justice; 


Whereas the Committees for the Defense of the Revolution play an essentially 
political role; 


Whereas the unjustified intervention by the CDR in the work of justice 
(setting themselves up as judges, demanding that the magistrates render this 
or that judgment, forcing the gendarmes and policemen to arrest this or that 
individual, often without valid reason); 


And whereas this unjustified intervention is not such as to ensure healthy 
and equitable justice but provokes court chaos, of which innocent citizens 


are the victims; 


The National Council of the Autonomous Union of Upper Voltan Magistrates 
meeting in Ouagadougou on 25-26 February 1984: 


Denounces these practices and 


Urges the competent authorities to look into these problems and put an end to 
them in the interests of the Upper Voltan people. 


The Council 
Motion on the TPR 
Whereas the People's Courts of the Revolution are special jurisdictions de- 
signed to try certain categories of criminals, in particular those who mis- 
appropriate public funds; 
Whereas this category of criminals has never been tried, because it was pro- 


tected by one preceding regime after another, through the muzzling of the 
judges or refusal to turn over these criminals to them; 
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Whereas the SAMAV fully supports the principle of restitution of the assets 
stolen from the Upper Voltan people: 


Whereas, if the judges have been affiliated with this work, the reason is to 
enable them to make their effective contributions as practitioners of the 
law; 


But since it appears that the magistrates sitting with the TPR, and giving 
the best of themselves, have not been able fully to play their role, but have 
been the subject of numerous humiliations, not even being iegarded as a part 
of the people; 


Whereas through the TPR, the Upper Voltan judges have been subjected to all 
kinds of disparagement (being termed puppets, theatrical actors, dressing and 
speaking in the colonial fashion, reactionaries, bourgeois, etc.) without any 
justification or explanation; 


And whereas the Upper Voltan magistracy is nonetheless an integral part of 
the Upper Voltan people whose realities it shares, and as such has always 
participated in the struggles of the people by the stands it has taken in 
defense of freedom, the principal role in its function; 


The National Council of the Autonomous Union of Upper Voltan Magistrates 
meeting in Ouagadougou on 25-26 February 1984: 


Denounces the general campaign to denigrate the judges systematically and 


Urges the competent authorities to investigate this problem and to contribute 
to giving back to the judges their place within the Upper Voltan people and 
giving back to the people confidence in their judges. 


The Council 
Other motions were approved, again unanimously, on the subjects of: 


--The establishment of a press organ 
--The creation of an Upper Voltan bar and 
--Material and moral conditions of life. 


As the phrases appear to indicate, the subjects reflect the present concerns 
and worries of the specialists in the justice sector, among them the first 
lessons they have doubtless derived from these sittings of the People's 
Courts of the Revolution. 


Thus, though he did not reject the principle of the special courts, the 
secretary general of the SAMAV raised the problem of the independence of the 
magistracy, for example. The attorneys, for their part, insisted, through 
their senior member, attorney Pacere, on the balance of parties, without 
which there is no true justice. 


5157 
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UPPER VOLTA 


COUNTRY FACES BLEAK HARVEST PROSPECTS 
AB261710 Paris AFP in French 1314 GMT 25 Mar 84 


[Excerpt] Ouagadougou, 25 Mar (AFP)--Stricken by a persistent drought like 

all its Sahelian neighbors, Upper Volta is getting ready, while awaiting the 
crops of the end of the summer, to live through months of hardship in regard 

to food despite the government's efforts to face certain particularly difficult 
Situations. 


At the end of October the agricultural situation was not at all encouraging. 
The insufficient rainfall (30 percent lower than usual and up to 50 percent in 
certain regions of the north) has created a food deficit estimated at 

120,000 tons by the services of the Ministry of Rural Development. "This 
figure is still an underestimate because of the arrival of thousands of 

Malians who fled their regions which have more deficits than ours," it was said 
at the ministry. 


Traditionally a minor producer, the Sahelian zone of the country which shares 
borders with Mali and Niger, has experienced a particularly serious deficit 
because many regions have produced nothing at all. 


A more worrisome fact is that some regions which are usually self-sufficient are 
this year in deficit: Yatinga (Northwest), Koudougou (center-west), Ouagadougou 
(Center). The surplus recorded in the basin of the Black Volta and in the region 
of the Center-East (around the towns of Koupela and Tenkodogo) is not enough 

to make up for these deficits. 


In view of this situation, the new authorities in Upper Volta--one of the poorest 
countries in the world that is landlocked and 90 percent rural--could only note, 
when they took over power last August, the smallness of the national grain re- 
serves of about 17,000 tons, according to a reliable source. 


Because of the emergency operations carried out this autumn, our reserves would be 
only 13,500 tons at the end of February, the permanent secretary of the Ministry 
of Rural Development specified. "A quantity so insufficient that we had to make 
the most of everything." Putting into practice one of the favorite slogans of the 
National Council of the Revolution [CNR], "count first on our own strength," last 
autumn the authorities created a "revolution solidarity fund" fed by voluntary 
contributions. "We have thus collected so far about 425 million CFA francs" 

(8.5 million of French francs), added the same source." This represents more than 
3,000 tons of grains. 
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ZIMBABWE 


BRIEFS 


FIGHTING FOREIGN EXCHANGE LOSS--DURBAN.--Hundreds of ex-Zimbabweans living in 
Natal have reacted with shock to the Zimbabwe Government's drastic action to 
plug the drain of foreign currency. The Zimbabwe Minister of Finance, Dr 
Bernard Chidzero, announced drastic measures in Harare this week to save 
Zimbabwe an out-flow of R22-million a month. He announced a freeze on all 
remittances other than pensions, alimony payments and approved ex-patriate 
wages. This means that thousands of immigrants who have been counting on 
rents from houses they let in Zimbabwe will be denied this income until at 
deast next year, when the situation is reviewed. A spokesman for the Friends 
of Rhodesia Association said in Durban yesterday that the Zimbabwe Govern- 
ment's decision would come as a "terrific blow" to many of the estimated 

30 000 ex-Rhodesians living in Natal. He pointed out that many of them relied 
on rents from their homes in Zimbabwe to supplement their income. "Most of us 
left Zimbabwe with very little money because of the currency restrictions and 
the money allowed through from rents assisted us greatly. He said that there 
had been some indication about a week ago that the Zimbabwe Government was 
planning a shock money clamp. He said that all ex-Rhodesians hoped that the 
clamp would be reviewed and lifted early next year. In announcing the new 
monetary measures Dr Chidzero said all immigrants would now have to liquidate 
their assets within six months of applying for immigrant status. The spokesman 
for the Friends of Rhodesia also pointed out that property in Zimbabwe was 
much cheaper than in South Africa and that the sale of properties realised very 
little. [Text] [Durban THE CITIZEN in English 29 Mar 84 p 15] 


COST OF LIVING INCREASE--HARARE.--The cost of living for Zimbabwe's poorer 
urban families went up by almost 32% last year, while the better-off exper- 
ienced a 18.5% increase. The 31.9% boost in the consumer price index for 
lower-income urban families between December 1982 and December 1983 was fuelled 
by a 42.9% rise in food prices. Other big rises in the figures, published by 
the Central Statistical Office, were 30.5% for drink and tobacco, 27.1% for 
transport and 20.7% for miscellaneous items. The smallest rise was 8.8% for 
clothing and footwear. In the upper-income group, the highest rise was 52.37 
for fuel and light. Drink and tobacco went up 30.8% and food 29.2%. As this 
group spends more on unsubsidised food, it has been less affected by cuts in 
subsidies. The smallest burden to fall on the better-off among low-wage 
earners was a 3.8% rise in rents and rates. In December last year, the all- 
itmes index rose 1.2% for the lower group, the main contributors being elec- 
tricity in Harare, toiletries, candles, poultry, food, detergents, sausages 
and vegetables. Upper-income urban families saw their index rise 0.6% in De- 
cember, with rises in the price of eggs, pork, vehicle spares and repairs, 
water rates and potatoes. [Text] [Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 
23 Mar 84 p 10] 
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